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HE demife of the DUCHESS OF 
KINGSTON being authenticated in En- 
gland, the public prints contained various 
? anecdotes refpecling that lady, which were 
^ eithep wholly conjectural, or partially un- 
true. Obferving this, the Author of the 
-| following DETAIL, tranfmitted to the 
f : prefs fome particulars, which he knew to be 
cfc fads j intending them only as contributing, 
tor a time, to diurnal amufement. He 
J" was folicited, however, to collect, and' 
print them, in a different form; with a 
- continuation, and fuch anecdotes as he 

could 
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could furnifh from authenticity. The 
publication, in this fhape, is now fubmitted 
to the world— The time neceffary to obtain, 
and bring from Paris, an attefted copy of 
the WILL, of the Duchefs, is humbly 
offered as an apology •, and its being fo 
truly an original, will, it is hoped, abun- 
dantly atone for the procraftination. 



With refpecl to this edition it is neceffary 
to obferve, that the additions are very con- 
ftderable; they are furnijloed by thoje who 
knew her well. It was thought mojl coih 
Jifent with the plan of the firfi fart to con- 
tinue it undifturbed, and give theje additions 
as a Supplement, in which fate the reader 
will find them at the end of this volume, ex.- 
(ept a few notes. 



An 



A N 

AUTHENTIC DETAIL, 

&c. &c. &c. 



As the deaths of thofc- who have emi- 
nently figured on the ftage of Being, al- 
ways occafion pofthumous animadversion, 
the demife of fo extraordinary a charafter 
as the late Duchess of Kingston will, 
there is not a doubt, give rife to a variety of 
details refpe&ing her life and conduit. 
This is an age when the prying eye of cu- 
riofity penetrates the privacy of every dif- 
tinguifhed perfon ; neither the living nor 
the dead efcape. The molt trivial purfuits 
of the one, and the former table-talk of 
B the 
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the other, are expofed and narrated, with 
all the pomp of importance, by fome offi- 
cious hand, engaged to furnifh anecdote 
for the world. The author of the fubfe- 
quent account profeffeth a departure from 
the cuftomary mode of detailing puerili- 
ties of thought, expreffion, or habit. 
Such puerilities are but too prevalent, even 
where intelle&ual greatneis moft abounds ; 
and it furely is becoming the office of can- 
dour to veil, rather than exemplify, the 
weaknefies of our nature. 

Elizabeth Chudleigh was well des- 
cended, from an ancient family, in De- 
vonfhire. One of her male anceftors 
had a naval command in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, and gallantly acquitted 
himfelf in the memorable defeat of the 
Spanifh Armada. She was born in the 
year 1720, and her father was a Colonel 
in the army, and had a poft in Chelfea 
college ; but, dying when fhe was at an 
early age, his relicT: had the care of a 
daughter devolved on her, with little more 
than the ufual penfion allotted the widow 

of 
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€>f an officer, for their mutual fubfiftence. 
Thus narrowed in fortune., Mrs. Chudleigh 
prudently availed herfelf of the beft fub- 
ftitute for money — good connections. Thefe 
the rank, fituation, and habits of her huf- 
band, had placed within her power. She 
hired an houfe fit, at that lefs refined period 
of time, for a fafhionable town refidence ; 
and fhe accommodated an inmate, for the 
purpofe of adding to the fcantinefs of her 
income. Her daughter Elizabeth was 
foon diftinguifhed for a brilliancy of repar- 
tee, and for other qualities highly recom- 
mendatory, becaufe extremely pleafing. An 
opportunity for the difplay of them, to 
every advantage the poffeffor could rea- 
fonably defire, offered at a. moment when 
fortune was benignantly difpofed. The fa- 
ther of our prefent Sovereign had his court 
at Leicefter Houfe. Mr. Pulteney, who 
then blazed as a meteor in the hemiiphere of 
oppofition, was honoured with the particular 
regard of the Prince of Wales. Mifs 
Chudleigh was introduced to Mr. Pulte- 
ney i and he obtained for her, at the age of 
B 2 about 
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about eighteen, the appointment of a 
Maid of Honour to the Princefs of Wales. 
Mr. Pulteney did more than thus place 
her in an elevated ftation ; he endeavoured 
to cultivate her understanding. To him 
Mifs Chudleigh read; and with him, 
when Separated by distance, corre- 
fponded. Some improvement fhe ob- 
tained by this advantage, but the extreme 
vivacity of her nature prevented any con- 
siderable acquirements. Her maxim, on 
every Subject, was, according to her own 
exprefiion, to be u Short, clear, and Sur- 
prising." A voluminous author was, con- 
sequently, her averSion ; and a prolix Story, 
however interesting, difgufted her, merely 
from the circumStance of prolixity. With 
fuch a pupil, Mr. Pulteney could laugh, 
and in defpair of his literary instruction 
making any deep impreffion on the mind 
of his adopted fair one, he changed the 
Scene, and endeavoured to initiate her in 
the Science of eeconomy, inftead of books. 
The value of a penny he had Studied to a 
nicety ; one of his practical theorems was, 

that 
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that a man with the price of a pot of por- 
ter in his pocket, mould purchafe only a 
pint, however extreme his thirft. This 
was the GREAT William Pulteney, 
who, like other patriots, without principle, 
degenerated into a Peer, without honour, 
and died without the veitige of regard for 
his memory being found in any breatl that 
exifted at the time of his departure. 

The flation to which Mifs Chudleigh 
was advanced, combined with many per- 
fonal attractions, produced a number of ad- 
mirers j fome of actual, others of expeclant 
titles. Among the former, was his Grace 
the Duke of Hamilton, whom Mifs Gun- 
ning had afterwards the good fortune to 
obtain for a confort. The Duke was paf- 
fionately fond of Mifs Chudleigh, and 
the ardour with which he prefT-d his fait, 
attained the end he then wifhed to accom- 
plifh, which was, a folemn engagement on 
the t;art of Mifs Chudleigh, that on his 
return from making a tour, for which ha 
was preparing, fhe would become his wife. 
There were reafons why this event fhouki 
B 3 not 
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not immediately take place ; that the en- 
gagement would be fulfilled at the fpecified 
time, both parties confulered as a moral 
certainty. A mutual pledge was given and 
accepted j the Duke commenced his pro- 
j.oied tour, and the parting condition was,, 
that he ihould write by every opportunity. 
Mifs Chudleigh, of courfe, was recipro- 
cally bounden to anfwer his Grace's Ovidian 
epiftles. Thus the arrangement of fortune 
ieemed to have united a pair who poflibly 
might have experienced much happinefs in 
the union •, for between the Duke of Ha- 
milton and Mifs Chudleigh, there was a 
fimilarity of difpofition. They were not 
however to be joined. Diflxuft was to take 
place uf unbounded confidence ; and they 
were mutually to be difiatLsfied with each 
other, without either being culpable. Mifs 
Chudleigh had an aunt whole name was 
Hanmerj at her houfe Captain Hervey, 
the late Earl of Briftol, vifited. To th s 
gentleman Mrs. Hanmer became fo ex- 
ceedingly partial, that Ihe favoured his 
views on her niece, and engaged her efforts 

to 
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to effect, if poffible, a matrimonial con- 
nexion. There were two difficulties which 
would have been infurmountable, if not 
oppofed by the fertile genius of a female. 
Mifs Chudleigh difliked Captain Hervey, 
and fhe was betrothed to the Duke of 
Hamilton. To render the laft nugatory, 
the letters of his Grace were intercepted by 
Mrs. Hanmer, and his iuppofed filencc 
giving offence to her niece, fhe worked fo 
fuccefsfully on her pride, as to induce her 
to abandon all thoughts of the lover whole 
paffion fhe had cherifhed with delight. A 
conduct the reverfe of that imputed to 
the Duke, was obferved by Captain Her- 
vey. He was all which affiduity could 
dictate, or attention perform. He had 
daily accefs to Mifs Chudleigh, and each 
interview was artfully improved by the 
aunt, to the promotion of her own views. 
The letters of his Grace of Hamilton, 
which regularly arrived, were as regularly 
fuppreffed ; until piqued beyond longer 
endurance, Mifs Chudleigh was prevailed 
on to accept the hand of Captain Hervey, 

B 4 and 
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and by a private marriage, to enfure a par- 
ticipation of his future honours and fortune. 
The ceremony was performed in a private 
chapel adjoining the country manfion of 
Mr. Merrill. The only furviving witnefs 
is a woman confiderably advanced in years, 
wiio was a fervant in the family *. 

On a review of life, every reflecting mind 
•nay eafily trace the predominant good, or 
evil experienced, to fome wilful error, or 
injudicious miftake, which operated as a 
determinate caufe, and gave the colour to 
our fate. This was the cafe with Mifs 
Chudleigh ; for, the hour in which fhe be- 
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* This marriage w as folemnized in the year 1744., 
it Lainfton, in the county of Southampton ; a parilh in 
which there was only the houfe of Mr. Merrill. The 
certificate runs as follows : 

" Marriages, Births, and Burials in the parifli of 
" Lainfton. 2d of Auguft, Mrs. Sufanna Merril, 
" relia of John Merrill, Efq. buried. 4 th of 
" Auguft, 1744, married the Honourable Auguftus 
" Hervey, Efq. in the parilh of Lainfton, to Mifs 
" Elizabeth Chudleigh, daughter of Colonel Thomas 
" Chudleigh, late of Chel/ia College, deceafed. By 
" me, Thomas Amis.' 1 ' 

came 
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came united with Captain Hervey, proved 
to her the origin of every fubfequent un- 
happinefs. There is a compliment to the 
dead, exacted by ufage j conformably to 
which we treat their names with reverence, 
whofe deeds defcrve the fevereft reproach. 
On this principle it can only be faid, that 
the connubial rites were attended with con- 
fequences, injurious to health, as well as 
unproductive of fecundity ; and that, from 
the night following the day on which 
the marriage was folemnized, Mifs Chud- 
leigh refolved never to have farther con- 
nection with her hufband. To prevail 
on him not to claim her as his wife, re- 
quired all the art of which fhe was miftrefs. 
The beft difiuafive argument was, the 
Iofs of her fituation as Maid of Honour, 
fhould the Marriage be publicly known. 
The finances of Captain Hervey not en- 
abling him, at the time to compenfate ftich 
a lofs, moft probably operated as a pru- 
dential motive for his yielding to the intrea- 
ties of his wife. He did fo yield ; but in 
a manner which, at times, indicated a 
B 5 ftrong 
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ftrong defire to play the tyrant. In fadt, as 
the departed Duchess frequently expreffed 
the fituation of her feelings, " Her mifery 
" commenced from the arrival of Captain 
" Hervey in England, and the greateft joy 
"' fhe experienced was the intelligence of his 
" departure." Hence, whilir. the ihip in 
which he was to fail, remained at Spithead, 
or in the Downs, fhe was tremblingly 
alive with apprchenfxon that the desti- 
nation misht be countermanded. A fair 

O 

wind out of the Channel, was the foother 
of her mind; and fhe was always extremely 
inquifitive as to the duration of the voyage, 
or cruize j as well as the probable inter- 
vening accidents which might flill longer 
protraft it. Such were ibme of the immedi- 
ate confequences of an union, broughtabout 
by artifice, effedted clandeftinely, and origi- 
nating, in the one party, from pique, in the 
other, from a more reprehenlible paffion. 
The remote confequences of this molt un- 
fortunate affimihtion of body, not mind, 
•will neceffarily appear in the fubfequent 
Retail. Let it be hoped, for the happinefs 

of 
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of the more amiable fex, that the cafe of 
Mifs Chudleigh, in one fenfe, is not appli- 
cable to many of them. To her, matri- 
mony was the beginning of forrows. 

Mifs Chudleigh, now Mrs. Hervey, 
a maid in appearance, a wife in difguife, 
feemed to thofe who judge from exter- 
nals only, to be in an enviable fituation. 
Of the higher circles Ihe was the attractive 
centre, of gayer life the invigorating fpirit. 
Her royal miftrefs not only fmiled on, but 
actually approved her. A few friendfhips 
fhe cemented, and conquefts me made in 
fuch abundance, that, like Casfaf in a tri- 
umph, me had a train of captives at her 
heels. Yet, with all this difplay of happi- 
nefs, fhe wanted that without which there 
is not happinefs on earth — peace of mind. 
Her hufband, quieted for a time, grew ob- 
ftreperous, as fhe became more the object 
of admiration. He felt his right, and waS 
determined to afTert.it. She endeavoured, 
by letter, tonegociate him into peace ; but 
her efforts fucceeded not. He demanded 
a private interview ;, and enforcing his de- 
ft 6 mands 
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mands by threats of expofure in cafe of 
refufal, fhe complied through compulfion. 
The meeting was at the apartment of Cap- 
tain Hervey ; a black fervant only in the 
houfe. On entering the room where he 
fat, the firft thing done was to prevent her 
retreat, by locking the door. What paffed 
may be better imagined than exprefled. 
The bofom of a wife burning with ifTdig- 
nant rage for paft injuries fufiained in her 
health, yet obliged to fmother the flame of 
refentment, and afiume the mildnefs of 
complacency. On the other hand, an huf- 
band, feeling himfelf the Lord Paramount 
ov«r a defencelefs woman, whofe hopes he 
had blafted, whofe perfon he had defiled. 
This, as the Duchefs, when fpeaking of it, 
with tears in her eyes, ufed to fay was " an 
aflignation with a vengeance." It ended like 
every interview which fhe had with Captain 
Hervey, fatally for her. He would not 
permit her to retire without confenting to 
that commerce, delectable only when kin- 
dred fouls melt into each other with the 
foft embrace. The fruit of this meeting 

was, 
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was, the addition of a boy to the human 
race. Casfar Hawkins became the profef- 
fional confidant on this occafion. Mifs 
Chudleigh removed to Chelfea for a 
change of air, and returned to Leicefter- 
houfe, perfectly recovered from her indifpo- 
fition. The infant foon funk into the arms 
of Death, leaving only the tale of his ex- 
iftence to be related *. 

While 

* The following is the evidence which CafarHaixi- 
iiiti gave, on the Trial of .the Duchefs of Kingfton, 
relative to the birth of the child, and the marriage of 
Mifs Chudleigh with Mr. Harvey. 

Queftion. Do you, or do you not, know that a child 
was the fruit of that marriage ? 

Catfar Hawkins. Yes, I do. 

Quejlion. Can you tell their Lordfhips about what 
time the child was born, and where? 

Anfwer. About the time I cannot tell. 

Qui/Hon. Inform their Lordfhips about what time 
this might be ? 

Anfwer. I mould fuppofe about thirty years ago. 

Queftitm. Where was this child born ? 

Anfwer. At Chelfea, near to Chelfea College. 

Queftion. Was this marriage (with Mr. Hervey) 
and the birth of that child, at that time kept a fecret? 

An/ivtr. I was told fo. 

Qtijliont 
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While thefe and a variety of other cir- 
ctimftances were paffing between Mifs 
Chudleigh and her hufband, the Duke of 
Hamilton arrived from his travels. He 
loft not a moment in paying homage to- 
the idol of his affe&ions, and in having 
the myftery of all his letters being unan- 
fwered, explained. Flighty, as in other 
refpefts he was, to Mifs Chudleigh his 
conftancy remained unfhaken. The inter- 
view developed the whole, and placed 
Mrs. Hanmer in her true light, that of the 
authorefs of mifchief. But, as the palli- 
ation of paft evil, the Duke made a gene- 
rous tender of his hand, where his heart 
was already centered. The rejection of 
this offer,, which it was impofiible to accept, 
and almoft as impofiible to explain the rea- 
fon why it was rejected, occafioned emor 
tions in the Duke, which the heart can feel 
better than the pen explain. Still more; 
Mifs Chudleigh was compelled to prohibit 

Htuejlion* Do you know what is fince become of 
that child > 

Jnfiver. I believe it died a little time afterwards. 

hi§ 
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his vifits. The fequel of his conduit is 
known. His Grace and 3 noble Earl 
agreed to club their follies., to keep each 
other in countenance, and they both mar- 
ried two Hibernian Miffes, who, in the hour 
of good fortune, had luckily brought their 
ftock in trade to a market, where beauty 
frequently fetches an excellent price. 

The Duke of Hamilton, thus refufed by 
Mifs Chudleigh ; the late Duke of Ancaf- 
ter, and ieveral other nobles experienced 
a fimilar fate. This aftonifhed the fafliion- 
able world, and the mother of Mifs Chud- 
'leigh, who was a total ftranger to the pri- 
vate marriage of her daughter, reprehended 
her folly in proper terms. At once 
to be freed, at leaft for a time, from the 
embarraflments which environed her, Mifs 
Chudleigh determined on travel as the mean. 
She embarked for the Continent ; chofe 
the circle of Germany for her tour. She 
refided fome time at Berlin, then went to 
Drefden ; and as (he afpired to the acquaint- 
ance of crowned heads, fhe was gratified by 
the late King of Pruffia, who not only con- 
verted, 
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verfed, but correfponded with her. It is 
not by this meant that there was any. thing 
more in his letters than what the politenefs 
of a gentleman dictated to a lady, in fpirit 
and enterprize above the level of her fex. 
The epiftles of Frederic, which confifted 
of about four lines, written in a fcarcely 
legible hand, ferved Mifs Chudleigh to gra- 
tify her vanity by talking about. But in the 
Ele&refs of Saxony me found a friend, 
whofe affection for her cominued to the 
lateft period of life. The Eledrefs was a 
woman of fenfe, honour, virtue and reli- 
gion. Her letters were replete with kind- 
nefs. While her hand diftributed prefents 
to Mifs Chudleigh out of the treafury of 
abundance, her heart was interefted for her 
happinefs. This Ihe evinced, pending the 
profecution for bigamy, for at that time a 
letter from the Electrefs to the Duchefs, 
contained the following pafiage: — " You 
" have long experienced my love j my re- 
** venue, my protection s my every thing 
" you may command. Come, then, my 
**. dear life, to an afyium of peace. Quit a 
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*' country, where, if you are bequeathed 
" a cloak, ibme pretender may ftart up, and 
" ruin you by law to prove it your property. 
u Let me have you at Drefden." This paf- 
fage is literally rendered from the French. 

Mifs Chudleigh returning from the Con- 
tinent, Lord Howe, who fignalized himfelf 
in America the war before laft, became her 
fuitor. Matrimony was out of the ques- 
tion j but an intimacy fubfifting, the world 
then talked, as the world now talks, a great 
deal of nonfenfe in a moft abiurd ftyle. 
This garrulity, however, n ither leflened the 
confequence of Mifs Chudleigh, nor inter- 
rupted her amufements. She ran the ca- 
reer of plealuie, enlivened the court circles, 
each year became more ingiatiated with the 
miftrefs whom Ihe fervedj led fafhions j 
played whirl with Lord Chefterfield ; rioted 
with Lady Harrington and Mifs Afhe ; 
figured at a mafquerade, and laughed at 
the lover whom (he chofe not to favour 
with her fmiles, with all the confounding 
grace of a woman of quality. The reflec- 
tion put off, however, for the day, too fre- 
quently 
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quently intruded an unwelcome vifitor at 
night. Captain Hervey, the hufband, like 
a perturbed fpirit, was eternally eroding 
the path trodden by his wife. Was fhe ia 
the rooms at Bath, he was fure to be there. 
At a rout, ridotto, or ball, there was this 
fell deftroyer of peace, embittering every 
pleafure, and blighting the fruit of hap- 
pinefs by the peftilential malignancy of his 
prefence. As a proof of his difpofition to 
annoy, he menaced his wife with an inti- 
mation that he would difclofe the marriage 
to the Princefs of Wales. In this Mifs 
Chudleigh anticipated him, by being the 
firft relater of the circumftance. Her royal 
miftrefs heard and pitied her. She conti- 
nued her patronage to the hour of her death. 
At laft a ftratagem was either t fuggefted, or 
it occurred to Mifs Chudleigh, at once to 
deprive Captain Hervey of the power to 
claim her as his wife. The clergyman who 
married them was dead. The regifter book 
was in carelefs hands. An handfome com- 
pliment was paid for the infpection, and, 
while the perfon in whofe cuftody it was, 

liflened 
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liftened to an amufing ftory, Mifs Chud- 
leigh tore out a part of the regifter. Thus 
imagining the bufinefs accomplifhed, fhe, 
for a time, bid defiance to her hufband, 
whofe tafte for the fofter fex,. yielding to a 
paflion of an oppofite nature, occafioned 
Mifs Chudleigh a ceffation of inquietude. 
Her better fate influenced the heart of a 
man in her favour, who was the exemplar of* 
amiability. This was the late Duke oi" 
Kingfton. 

The life, an outline of which is now fub-. 
mitting to the public judgment, was of 
fuch a Angular commixture of propenfities, 
as to afFord abundant matter for improving 
reflection. That there is in the human 
bread a ruling paflion, by which the will 
is influenced, and confequently the judg- 
ment finally determined, muft be evident to 
every inquifitive mind. This paflion it is, 
which, ferving as the fpring of action, gives, 
rile to a conduct perfectly regular, or whol- 
ly eccentric, as the producing caufe is more 
or lefs bounded by fome higher motive. 
Hence the neceflity there is for fome fuper- 

induced 
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induced principle, as a check to the ruling 
paffion, whatever it be. Where this is 
wanting, all is confufionj errors engender 
fubftantial ills, and that portion of our ex- 
istence contracted within the narrow fpan of 
time, is doomed to unhappinefs. 

The fubject of thefe anecdotes was among 
the too many eminent inftances of this. Set- 
tled principles fhe had none. Not that her 
deficiency arofe fo much from vicioufnefs, 
as from ignorance. Her mind, to borrow 
Mr. Locke's figure, was a mere tabula raja, 
a blank as to every thing beyond mortality. 
All with her centered in felf and fcnfation. 
rler ruling paffion was difplayed in the 
acquirement of any fpecies of property, the 
poiTeffion of which gratified vaniiy. This 
fhe hoarded with the gripe of a mifer, or 
diffipated with the profufion of a fpendthrift, 
when flattered by knavery or artifice into a 
mood of extravagance. The diamonds fhe 
had amafled were her travelling com- 
panions j and fhe was always ready to defend 
them, with a brace of piftols, at the hazard 
of her life. To her jewel box her onfons 

were 
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•were -as regularly paid, as a devotee is found 
conftant to her matins. She latterly num- 
bered over abundance, nor was fhe ever 
awake to that glorious feeling which actu- 
ates natures truly noble, and teaches them 
to confider a fuperflux of wealth as the do- 
nation of heaven, granted in truft for the 
relief of indigence, the foothing of cala- 
mity, or the reward of merit. That the 
lateDuchefs of Kingfton had early in life the 
power of being the diftributor of much 
good, is certain j to obtain the means was 
her principal object, to neglect the end, her 
general habit. Her cunning, for of wifdom 
fhe poflefTed not a ray, was folely directed 
to gain. Fortunately for fociety, cunning 
is more frequently defeated than fuccefsful. 
This was was fo remarkably experienced by 
our heroine, that a relation of the cafe may 
ferve as a moral kflbn to the world-*- Thus, 
then, runs the flory : 

In the natural courfe of events, Captain 
Hervey fucceeded to the Earldom of Briftol. 
With rank there was fortune, and both 
were raoft inviting objects to a mind fordid 

and 
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and vain. When a fuccefilon to the family 
honours and revenue became highly pro- 
bable, a fhort period before it took place, 
Mifs Chudleigh went to the houfe of Mr, 
Merril, in whofe chapel fhe was married. 
Her oftenfible rea'fon was a jaunt out of 
town — Her real defign was to procure, if 
poffible, the infertion of her marriage, with 
Captain Hervey in the book which, to 
deftroy the written evidence of that mar. 
riage, fhe had formerly mutilated. With 
this view fhe condefcended to every arti- 
fice, and dealt out promifes with a liberal 
hand. The officiating clerk, who like 
Scrub in the play, was a perfon of various 
avocations, was to be promoted to the ex- 
tent of his wifhes. The book was ma- 
naged by the Lady to her content, and fhe 
returned to London fecretly exulting in the 
excellence and fuccefs of her machination. 
She did, it is true, fucceed, but it was in lay- 
ing the ground- work of that very evidence, 
which, in conjunction with oral teftimony, 
operated afterwards- to her conviction and 
difgrace. Here was cunning, defpicable 
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cunning, enveloping the poffeflbr in a net 
of her own fabricating. No wonder when 
her hour of degradation arrived, that ihe 
fell unpitied. 

Thus conditioned was Mifs Chudleigh, 
when the Duke of Kingtson became her 
admirer. Re-married, as it were, by her 
own ftratagem, rhe participation of ducal 
honours became legally impoffible. The 
chains of wedlock, which the lady had 
been fo induftrious in -making off, or put- 
ting on, as feemed moil promotive of her 
avarice, were now galling to an excefs. 
Every advice was taken, without the means 
of liberation being in the power of human 
device to fuggeft. To acquiefce in that 
which could not be remedied, feemed the 
dernier refort. The Duke of Kingston's 
attachment was ardent, and truly fincere. 
He mingled the friend with the lover ; nor 
was there an endearing title under Heaven 
he would not have aflumed, could but the 
aflumption have advanced the happinefs of 
Mifs Chudleigh. For a feries of years 
they cohabited, yet with fuch obfervance 
3 -of 
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of external decorum, that although their 
intimacy was a moral, it was not an 
evidenced certainty. That the felicity of 
the Duke was in any means promoted by 
this union, cannot be afferted confident 
with truth. The parties were diametrically 
oppofite characters. The Duke was mild, 
gracious, unafluming, and bafhful in the 
extreme. He had every grace requi- 
fite in a man of rank. Orientation he 
fo much detefted, that it was his cuftom, in 
perambulating the ftreets, to fold back the 
front of his coat, fo as to hide the ftar ; and 
whenever by accident it was difcovered, the 
difclofure caufed an involuntary blufh. His 
Lady pofleffed very different qualities. In 
vociferating anger ihe could fairly boaft an 
alliance with Juno. Oftentatious Ihe was 
to an excefs, and fo little fublimed were her 
feelings, that the grofieft flattery was an ani- 
mating cordial to her fpirits. It revived 
her when more rational fuccours failed of 
effect. Thus contrarily gifted and difpofed, 
the Duke and Mifs Chudleigh were fre- 
quently on difcordant terms j but Ihe had a 
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ftrong hold of his mind, and die ufe fhe 
made of it was, finally to ruin herfelf. The 
Earl of Briftol, by time and attachments, 
had grown fo weary of his connubial ftate, 
as to be cordially defirous of a change. At 
firft, when founded on the fubject of a di- 
vorce, he had ufed this expreffion, " I will 

" fee the at the devil, before her va- 

" nity fhall be gratified by being a Duchefs." 
Afterwards, however, there being a lady to 
whom he wifhed to offer his hand, he {o 
altered his tone, as to exprefs a readinefs to 
confent to any poflible means of annihi- 
lating the union fubfifting between him and 
Mifs Chudleigh. The civilians were con- 
fulted — a jactitation fuit was inftituted. The 
evidence who could prove the marriage was 
kept back. 

Lord Briftol failing, as it was defigned 
he fhould fail, in fubftantiating the mar- 
riage, a fentence of the court, pronouncing 
the nullity of the claim, concluded the bu- 
finefs. The object now to be obtained was, 
legal opinion as to the operative power of 
fuch a fentence ; and the civilians, highly 
C tenacious 



( 26 ) 

tenacious of the rights of their own courts, 
adjudged the decree not liable to be dis- 
turbed by the interference of any extrinfic 
court of judicature. Under conviction of 
perfed fafety, the marriage between his 
Grace of Kingfton, and Mifs Chudleigh, 
was publicly folemnized *. The favours 

• The marriage ceremony was performed on the 
8th day of March, 1769, in the church of Saint Mar- 
garet, Weftminiter. The following is a copy of the 
regifter : 

■' No. 92. Marriages in March, 1769. The Moft 
*' Noble E-veljn Pierrepont, Duke of Kingfton, a Ba- 
" chelor, and the Honourable Elizabeth Chudleigh, of 
*' Knightfbridge, in Saint Margaret's, Wcftminfter, 
" a Spinjier, were married by fpecial licence of the 
" Archbifhop of Canterbury, this 8th of March, 
" 1769, by me, Samuel Harper, of the Britifh Mu- 
*' feum. 
*' This marriage was folemnized between us, 
•'KINGSTON. 

" ELIZABETH CHUDLEIGH. 
** In the pre/ence of 

" MASHAM, "J. ROSS MACKYE, 

«' WILLIAM YEO, " E.R. A. LAROCHE, 
«« A. K. F. GILBERT, " ARTHUR COLLIER, 
■ J. LAROCHE, Jun. "C. MASHAM." 
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were worn by the higheft perfonages in the 
kingdom*; and, during the life of the 
Duke, not any attempt was made to dif- 
pute the legality of the procedure. The 
fortune was not entailed ; his Grace had, 
therefore, the option to bequeath it as 
feemed belt to his inclination. The heirs 
fince, were then expectants; their claims 
refted on hope, not certainty. The Duchefs, 
for fo Ihe is now to be ftyled, figured with- 
out apprehenfion of control. She was raifed 
So the pinnacle of her fate, and for a very 
few years did /lie enjoy that which the chi- 
canery of her life had been directed to ac- 
complifh, the parade of title without that 
honour which only can ennoble. To im- 
pede her in the career of enjoyment, and 
finally put an end to all her greatnefs, the 
Duke of Kingston died. His will, ex- 
cluding from every benefit an elder, and 
preferring a younger nephew as his heir in 
tail, gave rife to a profecutioa of the 

* Their prefent Majeflies wore favours on the occa- 
sion. 

C 2 Duchefs, 



( 28 ) 
Duchefs, which ended in the beggary of 
her proi'ecutor, and the exile of herfelf. 

The demife of the Duke of Kingston 
was not unexpected by thofe who obferve 
the fevcral premonitions of the King of Ter- 
rors. A paralytic ftroke is among the har- 
bingers of mortal diffolution, which is fure 
to be followed by the event announced. 
The Duke lingered but a fhort time, and 
that time was employed by his confort in 
journeying his Grace about, under the fu- 
tile idea, by change of air and fituation, of 
retarding the irreverfible decree of Omni- 
potence. At laft, when real danger feetned 
to threaten, even in the opinion of the 
Duchefs, fhe difpatched one of her fwifteft- 
footed meffengers to her folicitor, the late 
Mr. Field, of the Temple, requiring his 
immediate attendance. He obeyed the 
fummons, and arriving at the houfe, the 
Duchefs privately imparted her wifhes, 
which were, that he would procure the 
Duke to execute, and be himfelf a fubferib- 
ing witnefs, to a will, made without his 
knowledge, and more to the tafte of the 

Duchefs, 
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Duchei's, than the one completed. The 
difference between theft two wills was this : 
The Duke had bequeathed the income of 
his eftates to his relict, during her life, and 
exprefsly under condition of her continuing 
in a flate of widowhood. Whether his 
Grace, in thus retraining her, did it in 
order to prevent the difhonour of his me- 
mory, by the introduction of an improper 
iucceffor j or, whether lie acted from a con- 
fcioufncls of her extreme liability, with all 
her manoeuvring, to be impofed on, mud 
be left to conjecture. Perfectly fatisfied, 
however, as the Duchefs pretended to be 
with whatever appeared to be the inclina- 
tion of her deareft Lord, fhe could not refill 
the iteming opportunity of carrying her 
fecret wifhes into effect. She did not relifh 
the Temple of Hymen being ffmt agaiflft 
her. Earneftly, therefore, did fhe preis 
Mr. Field to have her own will immediately 
executed, which left her at perfect liberty 
to give her hand to the conqueror of her 
heart. She was only, by fome years, oi> 
the wrong fide of fifty ; and the celebrated 
C 3 Nifion 
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Sinon de I'Enclos bloomed at threefcortf, 
and captivated at feventy. Here was an 
example which every amorous grandmother 
might have in view j and extremely cruel 
would it be to reftridt ladies, ancient only 
in years, from matrimony, as the mean to 
keep their blood within the bounds of de- 
corum. The Duchefs, in her anxiety to 
have thereftraint fhaken off, had nearly de- 
prived herfelf of every benefit derivable 
from the demife of the Duke. When Mr. 
Field was introduced to his Grace, his in- 
tellects were perceptibly affected. He 
knew the friends who approached him, and 
a tranfient knowledge- of their perfons was 
the only indication of mental exertion which 
feemed to be left him. Field very properly 
remonfhated on the impropriety of intro- 
ducing a will, for execution, to a man in 
fuch a ftate. Hi's remonftrance occafioned 
a fevere reprehenfion from the Duchefs, 
who reminded him,' that he ought only to 
obey the inftruftions of his employer. Feel- 
ing, however, for his profeffional charaftcr, 
he pofitively refufed either to tender the 
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will, or be in any manner concerned in 
endeavouring to procure the execution. 
With this refufal, he quitted the houfe, the 
Duchefs beholding him with an indignant 
eye, as the annoyer of her fcheme, when, 
in fact, by not. complying with it, he proved 
her temporal Saviour : for, had the will ihe 
propofed, been executed, it would molt 
indubitably have been fet afide. The heirs 
would, confcquently, have excluded the 
relict from every tiling, except that to which 
the right of dower entitled her ; and, the 
lady in this, as inotherrefpecTs, would have 
been ruined by her own ftratao-em. 

Soon after the fruftratiort of this attempt, 
the Duke of Kingston yielded to the 
ftroke of fate. His will divulged, the fu- 
neral rites performed, and all other obfe- 
quial matters being properly adjufted, the 
Duchefs embarked for the Continent, pro- 
pofing Rome for her temporary refidence. 
Ganganelli at that time filled the Papal 
See. From the moderation of his princi- 
ples, the confequent tolerant fpirit which 
he, on every occafion, difplayed, and the 
C 4 marked 
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marked attention he bellowed on the Eng- 
]ifh, he acquired the title of the Proteftant 
Pope. To fuch a chara&er, the Duchefs 
was a welcome vifitor. Ganganelli treated 
her with the u::mofl: civility, gave her, as a 
Sovereign Prince, many privileges, and ihe 
was lodged in the palace of one of the Car- 
dinals. Her vanity thus gratified, her 
Grace, in return, treated the Romans with 
a public fpec~tacle. She had built an ele- 
gant pleafure yacht; a gentleman, who 
had ferved in the navy, was the comman- 
der ; under her orders, he failed for Italy, 
end the vefTr!, at considerable trouble and 
forhe expence, was conveyed up the Tiber. 
The fight of an Englifh yacht there was 
uncommon. It drew the people in crowds 
to the fhore, and the applaufe ran general 
through the city. This feemed to be the 
sera of feftivity and happinefs ; but while 
the bark floated triumphantly on the undu- 
lations of the Tiber, a bufinefs was tranf- 
adting in England which put an end to all 
momentary blifs. Mrs. Cradock, a wo- 
man now living, who, in the capacity of a 
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domeftic, had been prefent during the ce- 
remony of marriage between Mifs Chud- 
leich and Lord Bristol, found herfclf 
fo reduced in circumftances, that fhe ap- 
plied to Mr. Field for pecuniary . relief. 
He faw her, and molt injudicioufly refuled 
her every fuccour. In vain (he urged her 
diftrefs, and the abfence of the Duchefs, 
who was the only perfon on whofe muni- 
ficence Ihe had the jufteft claim. Field 
was deaf to her entreaties : fhe then told 
him what was in her power to difcover. To 
many circumftances which Ihe related, he 
was an entire A ranger, and he affected to. 
difcredit the reft. Mrs. Cradock ended 
the interview with a menace, that fhe would 
make the relations of the Duke of King- 
ston acquainted with every important par- 
ticular.— Field fet her at defiance, and, 
dius expofed to penury, Ihe was exafperated 
to vengeance, and inftantly fet about die 
work of ruin. 

His Grace of Kingston had borne to 

his grave, a marked diflike of one of his 

nephews.. His private reafon was well, 
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known to his confidential friends. Mr. 
Evelyn Meadows had been in, and went 
out of, the Navy. Let it fuffice to fay, 
that the Duke chofe him not for his heir. 
He was one of the fons of Lady Frances 
Pierrepont, filter of the Duke of King- 
ston, confequently his nephew — but his 
Grace liked him not. The gentleman, ex- 
cluded his prefumptive heirfhip, joyfully 
received the information that a method of 
doing himfelf fubftantial juftice yet re- 
mained. He faw Mrs. Cradock — heard 
the detail of evidence which fhe offered — 
and, perfectly lktisfied as to every iota of 
the relation being true, he, affifted by le- 
gal friends, had a Bill of Indictment for 
Bigamy preferred againft the fuppofed wi- 
dow of the Duke of Kingston. The Bill 
was found *— Mr. Field had notice of the 

procedure, 

• The following is a Copy of the Bill of Indict- 
ment. MidMe/ex. 

" The Jurors of our Sovereign Lord the now King, 
«' prefent, that Elizabeth the wife of Augujiui-John 
** HtrHty, late of the parilh of Saint George, Hanover 

" Square, 
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procedure, and the Duchefs was properly 
advifed to return inftantly to England, and 
appear to the Indictment, to prevent an 
outlawry. The intelligence appeared like 

a too- 

" Square, in the county of Middlefex, Efquire, on 
" the eighth day of March, in the ninth year of the 
" reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, 
" now King of Great Britain, and fo forth, being 
*' then married, and then the wife of the faid Augujius- 
" John Her<vty, with force of arms, at the faid parifh 
" of Saint George, Hanover Square, in the faid 
" county of Middlefex, felonioufly did marry and 
" take to hufband, Evelyn Picrrjpont, Duke of King- 
«' fton, (the faid Augujlui-John Hervty, her former 
** hit/band, being then alive) againft the form of the 
" ftatute in fuch cafe made and provided, and againft 
" the peace of our faid Lord the King, his crown and 
" dignity; and the faid Jurors, for our faid Sove- 
" reign Lord the now King, upon their oath afoie- 
•* faid, farther prefent, that the faid Elizabeth, here- 
«' tofore, (to ivitj on the fourth day of Auguft, in 
" the eighteenth year of the reign of our late Sove- 
" reign Lord George the Second, late King of Great 
" Britain, and fo forth, at the paiiikof Lainfton, ia 
" the county of Southampton, by the name of EH- 
*» xabeth Cbudlehh, did marry the faid Au ii/fus- 
" J-ohn Hervey, and him the faid Auguflus-John Her~ 
C 6. ♦« vq, 
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a too-powerful ele&rical fhock— her nature 
with difficulty fuftained it. On recovering 
the little of her judgment which was left, 
flie drove to the houfe of Mr. Jenkins, a 

«« <vey then and there had for her hufband. And that 
" the faid Elizabeth, being married, and the wife of 
»« the faid AuguJIus-Jobn Hermey, afterwards, (to -wit) 
«« on the eighth day of March, in the ninth year of 

— the reign of our faid Sovereign Lord George the 
*' Third, now King of Great Britain, and fo fortli, 
" with force and arms, in the faid parifh of Saint 
«1 G eor g e Hanover Square, in the faid county cf 
«< Middlefex, felonioufly did marry, and take to huf- 
«• band, the faid Evelyn Pierrepont, Duke of King- 

— fton, (the faid Augujlus-Jibn Htrtiey , her former 
" hulhand, being then alive) againft the form of the 
" flatute in fuch cafe made and provided, and againft 
*' the peace of our faid Sovereign L»rd the now King, 
" his crown and dignity. 

*' O. T. 

•' True Bill. 
*' Augujline Greenland, 
M Ann Cradocb, 
" Chrijlopbcr Dixon y 
•« Thomas Do<U, 
" Samuel Harper, 
V Join Fozart." 

Sworn in the Court. 
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gentleman who has acquired a large pro- 
perty by fmall means, commencing with 
the purchale of the little finger of a muti- 
lated ftatue, and ending in what he now is, 
the banker to all the Britifh travellers who 
vifit the tutelary refidence of Saint Peter. 

To baffle art by art, and defeat, by po- 
licy, that which true wifdom could not op- 
pofe with a probability of fuccefs, is the 
cuftom of every hackneyed practitioner in 
the world. It is owing to their excellence 
in this fyftem, that the fons of earth are fo 
much wifer, in their feveral generations, 
than the children of light. The Duchefs 
of Kingfton was merely a woman of cun- 
ning, milling folely to her machinations 
for fuccefs. Hence the barometer of her 
happinefs rofe, or was deprefled, as her 
multifarious manoeuvres produced what her 
chimerical fancy termed good or evil. The 
flighted check in the career of vanity > the 
leaft failure in the accomplifhment of any 
vain-glorious project, occafioned a figh. 
What then muft the profpect of being 
compelled to bid farewel to all her great- 
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nefs, have effected ! Thofe leaft accuftomed 
to reflect, are the moil depreffed by re- 
flection, The attack made on the honours 
of the Duchefs, ftruck alfo at her principles 
and character. She knew, and (he felt, 
that if the whole of her conduct fhould be 
bared to the light, a confummate degree 
of moral turpitude would appear. As to 
the marriage with his Grace of Kingfton, 
the l'olemn opinions of the Civilians might 
be urged in extenuation ; but thofe opinions 
were obtained by partial facts only appear- 
ing to them. The EARL of BRISTOL 
had boafted of a marriage. The Lady 
whom he had denominated his wife, put him 
to the proof of the marriage ; and with 
perfect fafety fhe might do this, when flie 
had taken previous care to prevent the only 
witnefs who could prove the fact, from giv- 
ing teftimony in the caufe. Here was fraud ; 
and, if Lord Briftol acquiefced in it, there 
was collufion. Another thing — There was 
certainly extreme turpitude in the fact of 
deftroying the regifter of the marriage with 
the noble Earl, at one time ■> and there was 

the 
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the utmofl: fordidnefs in endeavouring to' 
reftore fomething like it, when likely to 
anfwer a felfifh purpofe. All thefe circum- 
ftances of evil-doing afforded miferable 
themes for reflection ; and the period was 
now arrived, when reflection came with ven- 
geance at her heels : but alternative there 
was none. An immediate return to England 
was the only meafure to be adopted ; and 
this the opponents of the Duchefs had en- 
deavoured to prevent, by a fpecies of art- 
ful policy, exactly fuited to the Lady with 
whom they had to deal. MR. JENKINS 
was then a banker. The Duchefs had 
placed fecurities in his hands, anfwerable 
for the fums fhe might occafionally require. 
He was perfeftly fecure in any advance he 
might make ; yet, apprized that the Duch- 
efs would call on him for money to defray 
the expence of her journey to England, 
he avoided feeing her. On the firft an- 
nouncement of his not being at home, it 
was parTed over as a mere unfortunate inci- 
dent ; but on the vifits being repeated, and 
the denials being as frequent, the conduct 

was 
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was juftly imputed to defign. The fcheme 
was to delay the return of the Duchefs, fo 
as that an outlawry might be obtained, 
which, in the eye of imagination, appeared 
the probable method of acquiring the eftates 
of the late Duke. This was folly, becaufe 
the will of his Grace, in his own hand writ- 
ing, was fo guarded as not to be attacked 
with the remoteft poffibility of fuccefs. 
Such, however, was the idea; and from 
whatever prefumeable motive it originated, 
MR. JENKINS affuredly coincided with 
the plan. Aware of this, the Duchefs was 
inceffant in her applications ; and finding 
all her efforts to fee MR. JENKINS fail, 
fhe pocketed a brace of piftols, returned to 
his houfe, and receiving the ufual anfwer 
that he was not at home, fhe fat on the fteps 
of his door, and declared her determined 
refolution there to remain until he returned, 
were it for a week, "mondi, or year. She 
knew that bufinefs would compel his re- 
turn; and, finding it impracticable any 
longer to elude an interview, MR. JEN- 
KINS appeared. As the Duchefs pofllfled 

that 
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that blefled gift of utterance, for which la- 
dies of fpirit are fometimes fo eminently 
famous, it may be fuppofed, that the con- 
vention with the banker was not of the 
mildeft kind. Money was demanded, not 
afkcd. A little prevarication enfued ; but 
the production of a piftol ferved as the mod 
powerful mode of reafoning : the neceflary 
was obtained, and the Duchefs inftantly 
quitted Rome. 

We are now to behold the object of our 
fuccinct detail, in a light pitiable in the ex- 
treme. About to combat a profecution, 
the event of which, the monitor within muft 
inform the culprit, would be fatal ; a feries 
of reflections, and each accompanied by a 
ceniure, crowding on the mind, and put- 
ting the perturbed fpirits on the rack of 
painful fenfation; attended only by do- 
meftics, and wanting the confolation of a 
friend, each pace was a nearer approach to 
mifery, and every hour only the anticipation 
of future woe. This was enough to over- 
power nature ; nor will it be deemed fur- 
prifing, that, under fuch opprefllve cir- 
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cumfUnces, the health of the Dudids 
fhould be violently attacked. Her journey 
was retarded before fhe reached the Alps. 
A fever feemed to feize on her vitals. From 
thar fhe recovered, to the aftonifhment of 
her attendants. An abfccfs then formed in 
her fide, which -rendering it impoflible for 
her to endure the motion of a carriage, a 
kind of litter was provided, in which Die 
gently travelled. In this fituation, nature 
was relieved by the breaking of the abfcefs; 
and, after a tedioufly painful journey, the 
Duchefs reached Calais. At that place fhe 
made a paufe, and there it was that her ap- 
prehenfion got the better of her reafon. In 
idea fhe was fettered, and incarcerated in 
the word cell of the worft prifon in Lon- 
don. She was totally ignorant of the bail- 
able nature of her offence, and by confe- 
quence expected the utmoft to be imagined. 
COLONEL WEST, a brother of the late 
Lord Delawar, whom the Duchefs had 
known in England, became her principal 
afibciate ; but he was not lawyer fufficient 
to fatisfy her doubts. 

By 
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By the means of former connections, and 
through a benevolence in his own nature, 
the EARL of MANSFIELD had a pri- 
vate interview with the Duchefs. With- 
out mentioning the place of meeting, fuf- 
fice it to obferve, that this venerable Peer, 
who, having nearly finiihed his courfe, is 
now fubliming in fpirit preparatory to the 
fruition of cceleftial h'appinefs, concluded 
himfelf in a manner, which did honour to 
his heart and character. Her fpirits foothed, , ^ 

and her futile apprehenfions removed by 
the interview, the Duchefs embarked for 
Dover, landed, drove poft to Kingfton 
Houfe, and found friends difplaying both 
zeal and alacrity in her caufe. 

The prefent DUKE of NEWCASTLE 
was fteadily devoted to her welfare. The 
DUKES of ANC ASTER and PORT- 
LAND teftified their fincere good wifhes *j 

LORD 

t Lord BARR1NGTON alfo preferved, to the laft 
hour of her life, a truly fincere attachment for the 
Duchefs. On her trial, he was called as an evidence, 
and the queftions put to him, being intended to ex- 
tort 
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LORD MOUNTSTUART fhewed, in 
numerous inftances, his kindnefs ; and there 
were not wanting a circle of other diftin- 
guifhed peribnagcs, who, reprobating the 
profccution as originating in mercenary 
and vindi&ive motives, conceived them- 
felves to be juftified in protecting, as far as 
in their power lay, the object perfecuted. 
The firft meafure taken was to have the 
Duchefs bailed. This was done before 
Lord Mansfield, his Grace of Newcaftle, 
Lord Mountftuart, Mr. GLOVER*, and 

other 



tort what had paffed in private converfatioo, his Lord. 
ftiip, with a great degree of firmnefs, declined giving 
any anfWer. The Peers withdrew, and on returning, 
delivered it as their opinion, that the Noble Lord was 
bounuen to anfwer the queflions. He dill, however, 
refufed ; and, to get rid of the bufinefs, tbje queftiom 
which had been propofed, were foftened, and his fur- 
ther teftimony was difpenfed with. The Ducbeft and 
Lord Barrington conftantly correfponded. 

* Pkilipi Glover, Efj. a Lincolnfliire gentleman, 
independent in fortune, and in foul. His word, given 
even on occafions the mod trivial, is veracity itfelf. 
Profeffions he makes not ; unlefs they are fuggefted b» 

the 



( 45 ) 

other characters of rank attending. This 
difagreeable matter adjufted, the manner 
of adjufting it was fuch as to folace the 
mind, and prepared it for a greater encoun- 
ter. It is in the conftitution of fublunary 
things, that the endurance of evils is the 
lot of mortality ; and it is in the benignant 
order of Heaven, that theworft evils fhould 
be endurable, by happening fo progreflively, 
as that our natures are tempered, by gra- 
dation, to the infelicity of their condition. 

The 

the feelings of his heart. To duplicity his nature is 
fo greatly averfe, that on the flighteft appearance of 
it, his indignation is aroufed ; not meaning to trifle 
with others, he will not fuffer the mod exalted cha- 
racters to trifle with him. Of this he gave a fignal 
inftance, when the late Marquis of Rockingham, being 
the Miniiler, betrayed an inclination to difpenfe with 
a promife he had given Mr. Glover, to place a lad in 
th* Charter-houfe. The Marquis played the Courtier, 
forgetting the nature of the man with whom he had 
to deal. After feveral attempts to evade, Mr. Glover 
brought the matter to iffue, by requefting a Peer to 
tell the Marquis, who was his friend, " That if he 
" did not immediately perform his promife, he would 
** pull hisfiin cvtr bit tars, and that at a public meet' 

« i»g 
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The profecution, and confequent trial of 
the Duchefs, becoming objects of magni- 
tude, the public curiofity and expectation 
.were proportionably excited. The Duchefs 
had, through life, diftinguifhed herfelf as 
a moft eccentric character. Her turn of 
mind was original, and many of her actions 
were without a parallel. Even when fhe 
moved in the fphere of amufement, it was 
in a ftyle peculiarly her own. If others 
invited admiration by a partial difplay of 
their charms, at a mafquerade, fhe at once 
threw off the veil, and fet cenfure at de- 
fiance. Thus, at a midnight affembly, 
where Bacchus revelled, and the altars of 
Venus were encircled by the votaries of 
Love, the Duchefs, then denominated 
Mifs Chudleigh, appeared almoft in the 
unadorned fimplicity of primitive nature. 
Whether to demonftrate how nearly fhe 

** ing in bis own county." This language foon fettled 
the matter ; and the lad whom Mr. Glower had pa- 
tronized, filled the vacancy at the Charter-houfe. 
Mr. Glover was an intimate friend of the Duke of 
Kingfton. 

was 
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was allied to her anceftrefs, Eve, before 
the fall j or, whether from a religious ve- 
neration of the cuftoms which prevailed in 
Eden ; whatever was her motive, certain 
it is, that fhe was every thing but naked *; 
and yet, like our firft parents, fhe was not 
ajhamed. Thus erratic in her nature, the 
dilemma into which fhe was thrown by the 
pending profecution, was fcarcely more than 
might be expected to happen to fuch a 
character. She had, in a manner, invited 
the difgrace, by neglecting the means of 
preventing it. Mrs. Cradock, the only 
exifting evidence againft her, had perfonally 
folicited a maintenance for the remaining 
years of her life. On a certain annual fti- 
pend being fettled on her, fhe had volun- 
tarily offered to retire to her native village, 
and never more intrude. — This offer was 
rejected by the Duchefs, who would only 
confent to allow her twenty pounds a year, 

• This alludes to her appearance in the character of 
JPHIGENIA, at a Jubilee Ball, in the year 1744. 
An exaft delineation of her drefs is given in the 
Frontifpicce of this Detail. 

on 
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on condition pf her fequeftering herfelf in 
fome place near the Peake of Derbyjhire. 
This the Duchefs confidered as a moft li- 
beral offer; and, fhe expreffed her afto- 
nifhment that the " Old devil," as fhe ufed 
to call her, fhould have had the aflurance 
to reject it. To her coft in purfe, and to 
her agony in mind, it was reje&ed with the 
utmoft fcorn ; and fhe who was refufed a 
paltry pittance, except on condition of ba- 
nifhment for life, might afterwards have 
received thoufands to abicond. The im- 
pulfe of fear would produce what the feel- 
ings of humanity never could call forth. 

From the moment in which the recogni- 
zances for the appearance of the Duchefs 
were entered into, a fcene of law difclofed 
itfelf. Books of cafes were purchafed in 
abundance, precedents were blotted with 
ink, the pages doubled down, and pins 
ftuck in the feveral notes of reference. 
Inftead of travelling like a Jew pedlar, 
with a diamond box at her back, Taylor's 
Elements of Civil Law, Coke's Inftitutes, 
fome hiftory of the Privileges of Peers ro 
3 * 
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be doubly married, or a volume of the 
State Trials, garnifhed the coach in which 
the Duchefs drove from his Grace of New- 
castle to Mr. Armstrong, the Sheriff's 
officer. By the gentlemen of the robe, as 
it may be naturally fuppofed, the Duchefs 
was furrounded, and fo charitably were they 
difpofed, that they gave her every confola- 
tion fhe could wifh. The civilians were 
armed at all points to prove, -that a fen- 
tence of their courts was an effectual bar 
to the admiffion of evidence. Like Fate, 
an ecclefiaftical decree was irrevocable. 
The common lawyers, on the other hand, 
fmiled, or affected to fmile, at the idea of 
a conviction. It was a mere phantom, con- 
jured up in the hour of difmay, for the 
purpofe of affrighting. Under thefe afiu- 
rances, the Duchefs was as quiet as the 
troublefome monitor in her bofom would 
give permiffion. When a gentle hint of 
poffible danger was fuggefted by any of the 
difinterefted few, the mercenary many in- 
f^ntly foothed all into peace. Reconciled, 
therefore, in fome meafure, to the encoun- 
D ter, 
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ter, the rcpofe of the Duchefs was, on a 
fudden, interrupted by an adverfary from 
a different quarter. This was no lefs cele- 
brated a perfonage than the late Samuel 
Foote. The circumftance was as follows: 
Mr. Foote, as a cotemporary, and mix- 
in», as he did, in the firft circles of 
fafhion, was perfectly acquainted with the 
leading tranfactions of the Duchefs's life. 
Befides this, he had received much pri- 
vate information from fome perfon who 
had lived in the houle with her. The 
fufpicion, at the time, fell on a Mifs 
Penrose, a young lady who had expe- 
rienced fo many gracious promifes from 
the Duchefs, that fhe only found it necef- 
fary to provide for herfelf until they were 
accomplifhed. Whoever furnifhed the in- 
telligence, it certainly was of the moft 
private kind, and, pofiefiing it, Foote 
refolved to make lbmething of what 
he thus knew. As, in the opinion of 
Mandeville, private vices are public 
benefits, fo Foote deemed the crimes and 
follies of individuals convertible into ad- 
vantage 
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vantage by the amalgamy of wit. On 
this principle, he proceeded with the 
Duchefs of Kingfton. He had written a 
piece, entitled, " A Trip to Calais." The 
fcenes were humorous, the character of 
the Duchefs was moft admirably drawn, 
and the effect was accomplifhed ; which 
was, that fhe fhould fee, and be aihamed 
of, herfelf. The real defign of Foote 
was, to obtain a confiderable fum of mo- 
ney from the Duchefs, for fupprefling the 
piece. With this view he contrived to 
have it communicated to her Grace, by an 
indifferent perfon, that the Haymarket 
theatre would open with the entertainment 
in which fhe was, as the phrafe is, taken 
off to the life. This was intended to alarm, 
and it did effectually alarm her. She fent 
for Mr. Foote. He attended, with the 
piece in his pocket. She defired him to 
read a part of it. He obeyed ; and pro- 
ceeding in the character of Lady Kitty 
Crocodile, his auditorefs could no longer 
forbear. She arofe, in a violent paffi:)n, 
and exclaimed, " This is fcandalous, Mr. 
D 2 " Foote! 
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" Foote! Why, what a wretch you have 
made me !" " You ! (replied the humou- 
rift) c< this is not defigned for your Grace j 
« it is not you !" After a few turns about the 
room, the Ducbefs calmed her turbulence, 
and afiuming a fmile, entreated it as a fa- 
vour that Mr. Foote would leave the piece 
for her perufal, engaging at the fame time 
to return it on the enfuing morning. He 
readily complied. The carriage was or- 
dered, and he took his leave. Left thus 
to confider her own picture, fo much did 
her Grace diflike it, that fhe determined, 
if pofiible, to prevent the expofure of it to 
public view. As the artift had no objection 
to felling it, fhe inclined to be the purcha- 
fer. This was the next morning made known 
to Foote, who was queftioned as to the 
fum which would fatisfy him for fupprefling 
the piece. Proportioning his expectations 
to her power of gratifying them, he de- 
manded Two Thousand Pounds, and to 
be paid a certain fum, in compenfation for 
a lofs which, he pretended, would be fuf- 
tained by the fcenes defigned for the " Tri' 
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" to Calais," being appropriated to othci 
ufes. The enormity of this demand ftag- 
gered the Duchefs. By meffages fhe inti- 
mated her extreme furprize, and a wilh that 
the requeft were moderated within the 
boundary of reafon. Imagining that lb: 
muft at laft comply, Foote would not abate 
one guinea. She offered him fourteen, 
ihenjixteen hundred pounds, and had actu- 
ally a draft on Meflrs. Drummond, for 
that fum, for his acceptance. This yield- 
ing, only induced Foote to think he mould 
finally fucceed, until by grafping at too 
much, he overftood his market, and luit 
every thing. 

The demand made by Foote on the 
Duchess, might, at any time except the 
particular juncture in which it was urged, 
having pafled among the other indifferent 
events of the hour, as wholly unmeriting 
the public notice. There are innumerable 
incidents which ftart up, like bubbles on 
the water, and are daily carried down the 
fiream of time, without even exciting ob- 
fervation, much lefs interefting our atten- 
D 3 tion. 
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tion. Self, or what a man of worth con- 
fidereth as his other felf, a friend muft be 
engaged, before we are Simulated to take 
an active part in any pending bufinefs of 
whatever nature. It was thus in the cafe 
. now relating. Thofe, long connected with 
the Duchefs, and in eftablifhed habits of 
intimacy, felt the attack made on her, as 
directed by a ruffian hand, at a moment 
when fhe was, of all moments of her life, 
the lead able to make any refiftance. A 
bill of indictment had been found. At the 
hazard of her life had fhe journeyed from 
Rome to London, to abide the confequences 
of a mod ferious profecution. During her 
abfence, every method had been adopted 
by her opponents, to degrade her in the 
public opinion j and, now, that fhe had 
come fairly forward to meet her fate, it was 
no more than a common principle of equity 
that, pending the fuit againft her, all fhould 
be quiefcent. Every alien attack was cri- 
minal barbarity. To prejudice was to bias; 
and, the confequence of the Public, and 
of Judges, as component parts of that 

public, 
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public, being biafied againft a culprit, had 
been fatally experienced in a variety of in- 
ftances. -There was another unanfwerable 
plea in bar to any wanton or malicious at- 
tack. This was the Sex of the party yro- 
fecuted. For women, men fhould ever feel, 
and feeling, fhould ever be their advocates. 
With all their faults, they are the folacers of 
life i and, when virtue is blended with their 
charms, they become irrefiftible. It was 
vain, however, altogether vain, to fuppofe 
that Foote could be foftened, by what 
would melt down, as it were, the feelings 
of others, in the mould of companion. Mr. 
Foote abounded in wit and mimicry, and, 
both united, fpared neither age, fex, nor 
condition. Inftead of a piftol, he had a 
libel in his hand ; this he prefented to the 
bofom of a female, and threatened to di- 
rect the contents to her heart, unlefs fhe 
delivered to him Two Thousand Pounds. 
The critical period in which this attempt 
was made, as before intimated, was fuch 
as to intereft every friend of the Duchefs 
in her behalf. His Grace the Duke of 
D 4 Newcastle 
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Newcastle was confulted. The Cham- 
berlain of the Houlhold was apprized of the 
circumftance; and, his prohibitory interfe- 
rence was earneftly folicited. He fent for the 
manufcript copy of the " Trip to Calais," 
perufed and cenfured it. This occafioned 
a remonftrating letter * from Foote, to 

the 



• Letter from Mr. Foote to the Earl of 
Hertford. 
" My Lord, 

" I did intend troubling your Lordfliip with an 
" earlier addrefs, bat the day after I received your 
" prohibitory mandate, I had the honour of a vilit 
" from Lord Mountftuart, to whofe interpofition I 
«• find I am indebted for your firft commands, relative 
" to the Trip to Calais, by Mr. Chetwynd, and your 
" final rejeftion of it by Colonel Keen. 

•• Lord Mountftuart has, I prefume, told your 
" Lordfliip, that he read with me thofe fcenes to 
** which your Lordfliip objected, that he found them 
" collected from general nature, and applicable to 
" none but thofe who, through confcioufnefs, were 
" compelled to a felf-application. To fuch minds, 
" my Lord, the Whole Duty of Man, next to the 
" Sacred Writings, is the fevereft fatire that ever was 
" wrort ; and to the fame mark, if Comedy direfts 

" not 
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the Earl of Hertford., at that time it>. 
office. Befide thefe, and other powerful aids, 
the Duchefs called injurifprudential advice. 
The Sages of the Robe were confulted, and 

their 

" not her aim, her arrows are (hot in the air ; for by 
" what touches no man, no man will be mended. 
" Lord Mountftuart defired that I would fufFer him 
" to take the play with him, and let him leave it with 
'' the Duchefs of Kingfton : he had my confent, my 
" Lord, and at the fame time an aflurance, that I was 
il willing to make any alteration that her Grace would 
" f u gg e ft- Her Grace faw the play, and, in con- 
" fequence, I faw her Grace; with the refult of 
" that interview, I (hall not, at this time, trouble 
" your Lordihip. It may, perhaps, be neceflary to 
" obferve, that her Grace could not difcem, which 
" your Lordihip, I dare fay, will readily believe, a 
" fingle trait in the character of Lady Kitty Crocodile, 
" that refembled herfelf. 

" After this rcprefentation, your Lordihip, will, I 
" doubt not, permit me to enjoy the fruits of my la- 
" bour ; nor will you think it reafonable, becaufe a ca- 
" pricioui individual has taken it into her head, that 
. " I have pinned her ruffles awry, that I (houW be pu- 
V nifhed by a poniard flock deep in my heart: your 
" Lordihip has too much candour and juflice to be the 
" inltrument off© violent and ill-directed a blow. 

D 5 " Your 
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their opinions were, " That the Piece was 
" a malicious libel, and that fhould it be 
" reprefented, a fhort-hand writer ought to 
«* be employed by the Duchefs to attend on 

" the 

" Your Lordftiip's determination is not only of the 
,l . greateft importance tome now, but muft inevitably 
«« decide my fate for the future, as after this defeat, it will 
*' be impoflible for me to mufter up courage enough to 
*' face Folly again ; between the mufe and the magif- 
" trate there is a natural confederacy ; what the laft 
*' cannot punilh, the firft often corrects ; but when (he 
" finds herfelf not only deferted by her ancient ally, 
" but fees him armed in the defence of her foe, fhehas 
*' nothing left but a fpeedy retreat : Adieu then, my 
" Lord, to the ftage. Valeat res ludicra, to which, 
f I hope, I may with juftice add, plaudite, as, during 
*' my continuance in the fervice of the Public, I ne- 
" ver profited by flattering their paflions, or falling in 
*' with their humours, as upon all occafions, I have 
" exerted my little powers (as indeed I thought it my 
" duty) in expofing follies, how much foever the 
" favourites of the day ; and pernicious prejudices, 
" however proteaed and popular. This, my Lord, has 
«' been done, if thofe may be believed who have the 
f belt right to know, fometimes with fuccefs ; let me 
•' add too, that in doing this I never loft my credit 
" with the Public, becaufe they knew that I pro- 

cceded 
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" the night of reprefentation, to minute 
" each offenfive pafiage, as the groundwork. 
" of a profecution." This advice was 
followed, becaufe confonant with the ideas 
of the Duchefs, who, by this time, had be- 
come a very great lawyerefs. Blanchard 
was the perfon fele&ed in preference to 
Gurneyj and his admiffion-fee to one of 
the fide-boxes being properly guaranteed, 
a complete entrapment was fuppoled to 
be laid for Foote. Whether he received 
private intimation of the fcheme, or whe- 
ther he found his attempt on the purfe of 
the Duchefs, excite the difpleafure of thofe 
whofe favours were of confequence to him » 
whatever caufed the intimidation, intimi- 
dated he began to be. The proof which he. 
gave of it was, a denial that he ever had 

" ceeded upon principle; that I difdained being 
" either the echo or the inftrument of any man, how- 
" ever exalted his ftation, and that I never received. 
" reward or protection from any other hands than. 
" their own. 

" JL have the honour to be, &c. 

" SAMUEL FOOTE." 1 

D 6, made' 
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made fo exorbitant a demand as Two 
Thousand Pounds for the fuppreflion of 
the piece. This denial much contributed 
to his injury, becaufe the Rev. Mr. Fos- 
ter, * a clergyman of refpeftability, con- 

fiderably 

* Mr. Foster had, in the early part of life, been 
feletted by old Edward Worthy Montague, the hufband 
of the late celebrated Lady Mary, and the father of 
the prefent Lady Bute, to fuperintend the education of 
that very eccentric character, the late Edward Worth} 
Montague. Foster was perfectly qualified for the 
ftation of a private tutor, but his pupil was fo exceed, 
ingly difpofed to ny off, as it were, in a tangent, as 
to render it utterly impoffible to fix his attention to 
any thing worthy purfuit. After thrice running away, 
and being difcovered by his father's -valet, crying 
founders about the itreets of Deptford, he was fent to 
the Weft Indies, whither Fofter accompanied him. 
On their return to England, a good-natured ftratagem 
was pradlifed to obtain a temporary fupply of money 
from old Montague, and at the fame time to give him 
a favourable opinion of his Ton's attention to a parti- 
cular fpecies of erudition. The ftratagem was this: 
Foster writ a book which he entitled, " 'The Ri/e 
*' and Fall of the Roman Refublici." To this he fub- 
joined the name of Ed-ward Wortley Montague, jun. 



( 6i ) 

fiderably advanced in years, and who had 
through life mingled with the great world, 
came voluntarily forward, and made an 
affidavit of the following fa&s : " That in 
" confequence of the threat to perform the 
" Trip to Calais, he waited on Mr. Foote, 
" and remonftrated with him on the ex- 



T.fq. Old Wortley, feeing the book advertifed, fcnt 
for his fori, and gave him a Bank note of one hundred 
pounds, promifmg him a fimilar prefent for every new 
edition which the book Ihould pafi through. It was 
well received by the Public, and, therefore a fecond 
edition occafioned a fecond fupply. It is now in libra- 
ries with the name of Wortley Montague, prefixed as the 
author, although he did not write a line of it. Mr. 
Foster was afterwards chaplain to the celebrated Sir 
WilliamWyniham : he then went to PeterJLurgb, in the 
fuite of the Englilh Ambaflador. Many years after- 
wards, he became acquainted with the Duke of King- 
fton, and, on the demife of his Grace, the Duchefs 
appointed him her domeilic Chaplain. He accom- 
panied her on her firft vifit to Peteriburgh, and the 
Emprefs, who had known him before, gave him an 
appointment in the academy, annexing a ftipend out 
of her privy purfe. This appointment he held a fhort 
time, and died in the eighty Ji#b year of his age. 

2 " treme 
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t( trcme barbarity of fuch an attack, at 
f» fuch a particular juncture. That Mr. 
« c Foote had only agreed to fupprefs the 
fC piece, on his receiving from the Duchefs 
" the fum of Two Thou/and Pounds.'' This 
affidavit was fo complete a refutation of the 
denial, as not to leave it in the power of 
ingenuity to retort ; and with the public, the 
teftimony of Mr. Fofter had every defired 
effect. 

Thus defeated in point of fact, Foote 
found himfelf baffled alio in point of defign, 
The Chamberlain would not permit the 
piece to be reprefented. Foote tried the 
force of his connections ; but it was the ef- 
fort of weaknefs againft inflexibility. Here 
the utmoft which his humour could do, was 
to fupport a laugh at the expence of his 
purfe. He was to be merry in fadnefs — 
for fadnefs the lofs of fix teen hundred pounds 
mult privately have occafioned. So little 
did Foote relifh the deprivation of this 
fum, that he opened a new negociation with 
the Duchefs, caufing it to be intimated to 
her, <c That it was in his power to fublijh, 

« if 
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" if not to perform 5 but that were his ex- 
" pences reimburfed, (and the fum which 
" her grace had formerly offered him 
" would do the bufmefs) he would defift." 
This intimation being communicated to the 
Duchefs, me did in this, as in too many 
cafes, afk the opinion of her friends, with a 
fecret determination to follow her own. 
Foote finding that fhe began to yield, 
preffed his defire inceffantly; and me had 
actually provided bills to the amount of 
fixteen hundred pounds, which fhe would 
have given Foote, but for the following cir- 
cumftance : The Earl of Peterborough, 
Do&or Isaac Schomberg, the Rev. Mr. 
Foster, and Mr. Field, the Solicitor, 
were alternately confulted, and they feve- 
rally reprobated the demand as a fcandalous 
impofition, with which it would be weaknefs 
to comply. Doctor Schomberg, in par- 
ticular, declared, " That although he had 
" been for many years intimate with Foote, 
" and had fpent fome of the pleafanteft 
" hours of his life in his company, yet he 
fC would tell him to his face, as a man, that 

he 
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« he deferved to be run through the body for 
« fuch an attempt. It was more ignoble than 
« the condudl of an highwayman." This 
pointed language, dilated, as every utterance 
from the lips of Isaac Schomberg was, by 
the feelings of an honourable heart, had con- 
fiderable effect j but ftill the Duchefs dread- 
ed the pen almoft as much as die perfonificd 
humour of Foote; and of the powers of lite- 
rary defence fhe was herfelf entirely deftitute. 
In this jun&ure of alarm, the Reverend Mr. 
Jackson, who was at that time Editor of 
a political paper in fome eftimation with 
the oppofitionifts to the ruinous meafures of 
Lord North, being afked his opinion of the 
demand made by Foote, returned this an- 
fwer : " Inftead of complying widi it, your 
" Grace mould obtain complete evidence 
" of the menace and demand, and then 
" confult your Counfel, whether a profe- 
" cution will not lie for endeavouring to 
" extort money by direats. Your Grace 
" muft remember the attack on the firft 
" Duke of Marlborough, who was endea- 
" voured to be menaced into compliance by a 

" ftranger, 
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" ftranger, who had formed a defign ei- 
ther on his purfe or his intereft." This an- 
fwer ftruck the Earl of Peterborough, 
and Mr. Foster, very forcibly, as in per- 
fect coincidence with their own opinions. 
His Grace the Duke of Ancaster alio ac- 
corded in idea. Mr. Jackson was then 
folicited to wait on Mr. Foote ; Mr. Fof- 
jter, the proper Chaplain of the Duchefs, 
profeffing himfelf to be too far advanced in 
years to enter the field of literary combat. 
Mr. Jackfon confented to be the champion, 
on the fubfequent condition, " That the 
" Duchefs would give her honour never to 
" retracl her determination not to let Foote 
" extort from her a fingle guinea." Sub- 
fcribing to this condition, Mr. Jackson 
waited on Mr. Foote, at his houfe in Suf- 
folk-ftreet, adjoining the Haymarket The- 
atre. After the ufual ceremonies, Mr. 
Jackfon told him, f 4 That he came as a 
" friend of the Duchefs of Kingfton, and 
" wifhed to be favoured with a categorical 
" anfwer to this queftion, whether Mr. 
" Foote meant to publifh the piece which 

" the 
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w the Chamberlain had refufed to licenfe, 
" called A trip to Calais ?" Mr. Foote was 
about to enter into a long detail refpett- 
ing the vaft expence which had been in- 
curred, when Mr. Jackfon interrupted him 
-thus : " If, Sir, you mean, by informing 
" me of the expence, to intimate an ex- 
•" pectation that the whole, or any part of 
" it fhould be defrayed by the Duchefs, I 
" fairly tell you that you will find yourfeif 
." miftaken -, (he will not give you one gui- 
" nea." Foote endeavoured to turn this 
off by a laugh, and inftead of replying to 
the point, he begged Mr. Jackfon would 
hear him read the letter which he had writ- 
ten to the Earl of Hertford, complaining 
of the hardlhip of prohibiting the repre- 
fentation of a piece, merely becaufe fome 
lady of quality might fuppofe herfelf ridi- 
culed for pinning her ruffles awry ; and al- 
though there was point, wit, and brilliancy 
in it, yet it was not an anfwer to the queftionj 
Mr. Jackfon, therefore, finally repeated it, 
when Mr. Foote faid, " O, I mail certainly 
publiih the piece, unlefs the Duchefs 

" will 



« 



( 67 ) 

" will confider the heavy lofs which I mail 
" fuftain. But why the devil docs lfaac 
" Schomberg interfere ? We ihould hunt 
" down thele reps of quality in couples. 
M Befides, Lady Kitty Crocodile will 
" fuitnine,outoften,widowsof fafhionin the 
" kingdom. Their damned tears are like a 
" Jhower in funfhine, refreshing their weeds, 
" and making their faces look the brighter." 
Mr. Jackfon, on this, wifhed Mr. Foote a 
good morning, and was about to retire, 
when Foote put his hand on his fhoulder, 
and faid, " What ! and fo I am to be at- 
" tacked if I publifh The Trip to Calais." 
Mr. Jackfon replied, " The publication 
<c will be an attack from you, Mr. Foote, 
" the effect of which, I, as the friend of 
" the Duchefs, will do my utmoft to pre- 
" vent." Here the interview ended. 

Foote, however, ftill wifhed to have mat- 
ters compromifed, and a meeting to take 
place. To accompliih this, he addreffed 
a letter to the Duchefs which began by 
ftating, " That a Member of the Privy 
" Council, and a friend of her Grace, (by 

whom 
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whom he meant the Duke of Newcajlle) 
" had converted with him on the fubjeft of 
" the difpute between them ; and that fur 
" himfelf he was ready to have every thing 
" adjufted." This letter gave the Duchefs 
a triumph. There was conception in every 
line. She fent for Mr. Jackfon. Thanked 
him ten thoufand times for his interference. 
Declared that he had faved her fixteen hun- 
dred pounds. She fhewed him the letter which 
fhe had received from Foote, and defired 
him, in her name, to anfwer it, and publifh 
both. This he declined, alleging, that a newf- 
paper controverfy would degrade her. She 
however, thought otherwife; and the town 
was amufed by the following correfpondence 
p.ilTing between the Duchefs, and her mi- 
mic antagonift : 

" To her Grace the Duchefs o/Kingfton. 
" Madam, 

" A member of the Privy Council, and 
« a friend of your Grace's, he has begged 
" me not to mention his name, but 1 fup- 
" pofe your Grace will eafily guefs him, 
" has juft left me; he has explained to me, 
" what I did not conceive, that the publi- 

" cation 
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*' cation of the fcenes in the Trip to Calais, 
" at this juncture, with the dedication and 
" preface, might be of infinite ill confe- 
" quence to your affairs. 

" I really, Madam, with you no ill, and 
*< fhould be forry to do you an injury. 

" I therefore give up to that confideration, 
" what neither your Grace's ofFers, nor the 
«« threats of your agents could obtain j the 
" fcenes mall not be publifhed, nor mall 
" any thing appear at my theatre, or from 
" me, that can hurt you } 

" Provided the attacks made on me in 
" -the newfpapers, does not make it necef- 
" fary for me to act in defence of myfelf. 

" Your Grace will therefore fee the nc- 
" cefljty of giving proper directions. 
" I have the honour to be, 
" Your Grace's 

" Moft devoted fervant, 
" SAM. FOOTE." 
North End, 
Sunday ', Aug. 13th, 1775. 

(COP Y.*) 

• This letter is printed exaftly from the manufcript. 

To 
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To Mr. F O O T E. 
"Sir, 
* " I was at dinner when I received your 
<c ill-judged letter. As there is little confi- 
" deration required, I mall facrifice a mo- 
" ment to anfwer it. 

" A Member of your privy council can 
ec never hope to be of a lady's cabinet. 

" I know too well what is due to my own 
" dignity, to enter into a compromife with 
" an extortionable affaffin of private reputa- 
" tion. If I before abhorred you for your 
" flander, I now defpife you for your con- 
" ceffions ; it is a proof of the illiberality 
" of your fatire, when you can publilh or 
11 fupprefs it as beft fuits the needy conve- 
" nience of your purfe. You firft had the 
" cowardly bafenefs to draw the fword, and, 
" if I Iheath it, until I make you crouch 
" like the fubfervient vaffal as you are, then 
" is there not fpirit in an injured woman, 
" nor meannefs in a flanderous buffoon. 

" To a man my fex alone would have 
" fcreened me from attack— but I am wri- 
" ting to the defcendant of a Merry Andrew, 

« and 
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** and proftitute the term of manhood, by 
" applying it to Mr. Foote. 

" Cloathed in my innocence, as in a coat 
" of mail, I am proof againft an hoft of 
" foes; and, confcious of never having 
" intentionally offended a fingle individual, 
" I doubt not but a brave and generous 
" people will protect me from the malevo- 
" lence of a theatrical affaflln. You ihall 
" have caufe to remember, that though I 
" would have given liberally for the relief 
" of your necefllties, I fcorn to be bullied 
" into a purchafe of your filence. 

" There is fomething, however, in your 
" pity at which my nature revolts. To 
" make me an offer of pity, at once betrays 
" your infolence and your vanity. I will 
" keep the pity you fend until the morning 
" before you are turned off, when I will re- 
" turn it by a Cupid, with a box of lip-falve, 
" and a choir of chorifters lhall chaunt a 
" (lave to your requiem. 

E. KINGSTON. 

" Kingjlon-Houfe, 
" Sunday, i yh Auguft. 

« P. S. 
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« p. S. You would have received this 
« fooner, but the fervant has been a long 
« time writing it." 

( COPY. ) 



To the DUCHESS of KINGSTON. 

" Madam, 

" Though I have neither time nor in- 
«« clination to anfwer the illiberal attacks of 
" your agents, yet a public correfpondence 
" with your Grace is too great an honour 
" for me to decline. I can'c help thinking 
" but it would have been prudent in your 
" Grace to have anfwered my letter before 
u dinner, or at leaft poftponed it to the cool 
" hour of the morning j you would then 
" have found that I had voluntarily granted 
" that requeft which you had endeavoured, 
" by fo many different ways, to obtain. 

" Lord Mountftuart, for whofe amiable 
" qualities f have the higheft refpect, and 
" whofe name your agents firft unnecei- 
" farily produced to the public, mull re- 
" collet, when I had the honour to meet 
" him at Kingfton Houfe, by your Grace's 

" ap- 
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" appointment, that inftead of begging re- 
" lief from your charity, I rejected your 
" fplendid offers to fupprefs the Trip to 
" Calais, with the contempt they de- 
" ferved. Indeed, Madam, the humanity 
" of my royal and benevolent Matter, and 
" the public protection, have placed mc 
" much above the, reach of your bounty, 

" But why, Madam, put on your coat 
" of mail againft me ? I have no hoftile in- 
" tentions. Folly, not vice, is the game I 
" purfue. In thofe fcenes which you fo 
" unaccountably apply to yourfelf, you 
" muft obferve, that there is not the (lighten; 
" hint at the little incidents of your life, 
" which have excited the curiofity of the 
" Grand Inqueft for the county of Middle- 
" fex. I am happy, Madam, however, to 
" hear, that your robe of innocence is infuch 
" perfect repair ; I was afraid it might have 
" been a little the worfe for the wearing •, 
" may it hold out to keep you warm the 
" next winter. 

<c The progenitors your Grace has done 

" me the honour to give me, are, I prefurne, 

F. " merely 
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" merely metaphorical perfons, and to be 
«« confidered as the authors of my mufe, 
** and not of my manhood : a Merry An- 
" drew and a Proftitute are no bad poetical 
" parents, efpecially for a writer of plays; 
" the firft to give the humour and mirth, 
" the laft to furniih the graces and powers 
" of attraction. Proftkutes and players too 
" muft live by pleafing the public j not but 
*' your Grace may have heard of ladies, who, 
*• by private practice, have accumulated 
" amazing great fortunes. If you mean 
** that I really owe my birth to that pleafant 
*' connection, your Grace is grofsly deceived. 
" My father was, in truth, a very ufeful 
" Magiftrate and refpectable country gen- 
•• tleman, as the whole county of Cornwall 
" will tell you ; my mother, the daughter of 
" Sir Edward Goodere, Bart, who reprefent- 
«• ed the county of Hereford; her fortune was 
" large, and her morals irreproachable, till 
J' your Grace condefcended to (lain them*; 

"(he 

•This motbtr, whom Mr. Focti thus affefls to re- 
vere, he fuffered to remain a prifoner for debt, within 

the 
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" fhe was upwards of fourfcore years old 
** when fhe died, and, what will furprizc 
" your Grace, was never married but once 
" in her life. I am obliged to your Grace 
" for your intended prefent on the day, as 
" you politely exprefs it, when I am to be 
" turned off. But where will your Grace 
" get the Cupid to bring me the lip-falve ? 
" That family, I am afraid, has long quit- 
" ted your fervice. 

" Pray, Madam, is not Jack/on the name 
" of your female confidential fecretary ? and 
" is not fhe generally clothed in black pet- 
" ticoats made out of your weeds ? 

" So moum'd the dome of Ephefus her love." 



ii 



I fancy your Grace took the hint when 
you laft refided at Romej you heard 

the rule* of the King's Bench, and that at a time 
when he was in the zenith of bis fame, lolled at his 
eafe in an equipage, and, like the rich man defcribed 
in the Gofpel, " fared fumptuoufly everyday." His 
liberal allowance for her fupport in confinement, was, 
twnty pounds a year! This is a faft : let the public 
make die comment. 

E 2 « there, 
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j* there, I fuppofe, of a certain Joan, who 
" was once elected a Pope, and, in humble 
" imitation, have converted a pious Parfon 
" into a chambermaid. The fcheme is new 
*' in this country, and has doubtlef's its par- 
*' ticular pleafures. That you may never 
" want the benefit of the clergy in every 
" emergence, is the fincere wifh of 
" Your Grace's 

" Moil devoted, and 
" obliged humble fervant, 
" SAMUEL FOOTE." 

This farce carrying on with Foote, ferved 
to turn, for a time, the current of thought 
into a different channel ; but, it becoming 
neceflary, in the progrefs of events, to 
adopt fome ferious meafures, either with a 
view to evade, or meet the pending profecu- 
tion, the Duchefs openly affecled a moft 
earneft defire to have the trial, if poflible, 
accelerated. Secretly, however, fhe was 
employed in trying every ftratagem, in the 
power of art to devife, to elude the meafures 
taken againft her. A very favourable op- 
portunity 
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portunity offered, which, had fhe embraced, 
her purpofe would have been accom- 
plifhed. The critical moment thus present- 
ed itfeir". It became a matter of debate, 
in the Houfe of Peers, whether the trial 
of her Grace fhould, or Ihould not, be car- 
ried on in Weftminfter Hall. The expence, 
to be incurred by the nation, was, by feveral 
Peers, confidered as inducing a burden 
wholly unnecefiary. Lord Mansfield 
endeavoured to avail himfelfof this objec- 
tion, in favour of the Ducheis, whom it 
was his private wim to have faved from 
the expofure of a trial, and the ignominy 
of what he well knew mull: follow, a con- 
viction. His Lordfhip thus delivered his 
fentiments : " But the arguments about the 
" place of trial, fuggeft to my mind a 
" queftion as to the propriety of any trial 
M at all. Cut bono . ? What utility is to be 
" obtained, fuppofe a conviction be the re- 
" fulr ? The lady makes your Lordfhips a 
" curtefy, and you return a bow" This 
language, although vehemently oppofed by 
the Chancellor Bathurst, yet cohfiderably 
E 3 damped 
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damped the ardor of the profecutors. The 
tendency of the obfervation was extremely 
perceptible ; and, aware of the private influ- 
ence which Lord Mansfield had at the time, it 
was apprehended that he might fo exert it, 
as to defeat, by fome means or other, the 
purpofe aimed at. Here, then, was the cri- 
tical inftant in which the Duchefs might 
have extricated herfelf. An hint was pri- 
vately conveyed to her, that the fum of ten 
thousand pounds would fatisfy every ex- 
pectation, and put an end to the profecution. 
This hint was improved into an authoritative 
propofal. The Duchefs was entreated by 
her friends to embrace the meafure, but 
through a fatal confidence, either in her 
legal advifers, her own manceuvrings, or a 
commixture of both, fhe rejected the pro- 
pofal with an air of infult. This was folly in 
the extreme ; and yet it was defer ving pity, 
becaufe it was folly mifguided. From Dr. 
Collier, the Civilian, to Mr. Wallace, 
the Counfel, the language uniformly held 
was, " That the Duchefs had not any 
" thing to fear." The late Serjeant 

Davy, 
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Daw, who at fiift faid, that " the cijk 
" lay in a nut/hell, and that her Grace would 
" inevitably be convicted," on being intro- 
duced to Kingfton Houfe, afforded the fol- 
lowing very remarkable inftance of tergi- 
verfation. The Serjeant dined with the 
Duchefs on a day when fhe received a let- 
ter from her Counfel, Mr. Wallace, then at 
Bath. The contents reviving her fpirits, 
Jthe communicated them to the company, 
with the following coniblatory obfervation ; 
" My heart is now at reft ; Mr. Wallace 
" wifhes for the trial, that he may give me 
" joy of a triumph." Serjeant Davy, on 
this, faid, " If Wallace knows your 
". Grace's cafe as well as I do, he will, I 
" am confident, agree with me in opinion. 
" I will forfeit my right band as a man, and 
" my refutation as Lawyer, if your Grace 
" has not lefs than nothing to fear." The 
Earl of Peterborough, after dinner, took 
Mr. Jackson, who happened to be of the 
party, afide, and facetioufly afked him, 
" Whether he knew the caufe of the learned 
** Serjeant's fudden converfion ?" Mr. 
E 4 Jackson 
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Jackson pointed to an order for a fide of 
venifon, and fome excellent Madeira, which 
were to be fent to the Serjeant's villa; and 
he added, " That a tzventy-poutid note for 
* every vi/it, were arguments fufficient to 
** profelyte an accommodating mind." 

Under all thefe affurances of fafety, the 
Duchefs affumed an indifference about the 
bufmefs, which but ill accorded with her fi- 
liation. She talked of the abfolute necei- 
iity of fetting out for Rome j affected to 
have fome material bufinefs to tranfaft with 
his Holinefs the Pope j and me took, in 
confequence, every meafure in her power to 
accelerate the trial, as if the regular pace 
of juftice were not fwift enough to overtake 
her. She did not, however, abandon her 
manoeuvring. On the contrary, at the 
moment in which ihe had claimed her pri- 
vilege as a Peerefs, and petitioned for a 
fpeedy trial, fhe was bufied in a fcheme to 
get hold of the principal evidence, Mrs. 
Cradock, and prevail on her to quit the 
kingdom. A near relation of this woman 
was a deliverer of penny-port letters. He 

was 



( 8' ) 

was fpoken to, and he engaged to let the 
Duchefs have an interview with Mrs, Cra- 
dock. j but her Grace was to be diiguifed, 
and to reveal herfelf only after fome con- 
verfation. The ftratagem was adopted. 
The Duchess changed her fex in appear- 
ance, and waited, at the appointed hour 
and place, without feeing either Mrs. Cra- 
dock, or the perfon who had promifed to 
effecl: the meeting. The fad is, that every 
minutia of this bufinefs had been commu- 
nicated to the profecutors, who inftrucled 
the letter-carrier to pretend an acquiefcence 
in the fcheme. The above project having 
failed, another manoeuvre was adopted. 

The Duchefs, hearing that the profecutors 
witnefler, were boarded at Mr. Tatterfal's, 
Hyde Park-corner, ever fond of enter- 
prize, contrived fixing a perfon to refide 
among them, with a view to ingratiate him- 
felf on familiar terms, to get at a knowledge 
of the evidence they « r : refpeftively.fo 
give: their quarters being in the natjurcof 
an inn and tavern, the fctfeme was accor.-i- 
pliihed in the following, manner : the pe; Jor» 
E 5 fixed. 
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fixed on for this bufmefs, introduced hitnfelf 
as a Shropfhire gentleman juft arrived, put 
up his horfe as if by accident, having fbme 
parliamentary bufinefs that called his atten- 
tion for about two months ; and taking a 
particular liking to the fituation, his health 
not permitting him to deep in London, en- 
quired whether he could be accommodated 
with board and lodging ? being anfwered in 
the affirmative, replied, he fhould leave his 
horfe, and return the next day with his bag- 
gage, which he expected in London that 
evening by the diligence j he returned and 
took poffeffion of his apartment, where he 
remained the whole day to adjuft his papers 
•and recruit himfelf after a fatiguing journey. 
In three or four days he hinted a diflike 
to eating alone, and wilhed to be accommo- 
dated in a family way : he was informed 
there was a company refident there on bufi- 
nefs, who ufually were entertained at one 
table ; it fhould be mentioned; and if they 
•would confent, he might join them, they ac- 
quiefcing : he was introduced, and being a 
jman of pleafant converfation, they formed 
3 an 
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an agreeable fociety. Such early fuccefs with 
the plot, was very agreeable to the Duchefs; 
he was fupplied without regard to expence, 
and conJuited himfelf with the adroit- 
nefs of the moft experienced fpy ; the wit- 
nefles Mrs. Cradock, and Mrs. Phillips were 
the principal aim; they were fo pleafed with 
his lociable difpofition as to fliew him great 
refpeftj he gained from their converfation 
every iota of the nature of their evidence ;. 
they furniihed him with a. true hiftory of 
his notable employer, who had enjoined 
him to give her a faithful account as often 
as he could; hefurnifhed her therewith two 
er three times a week, by fixed meetings with: 
an agent, the third and only perfon in the 
fcheme, who was then refident at Kingfton 
Houfe ; at fome of thole meetings the 
Duchefs was a party. This fcheme was 
carried on for fome weeks, and the Duchefs 
having poffeffed herfelf of the nature of 
their evidence, which in fact was no more 
than {he knew before, a new project was 
fuggefted, not of the moft delicate nature : 
"■ 1 think, Sir, it is pofiible to entice them 
E 6 "to 
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" to a play, which accomplifhed, propofe 
" a fupper ; they are fond of a cheerful 
" glafs, nowithftanding their age; I am fure 
" they will confent; there are houfes of en- 
»* tertainment in that neighbourhood con- 
" venient for the purpofe ; get them in- 
t* toxicated and put to bed ; a fudden change 
" might be effected ; in all events get them 
" once in that ftate, my purpofe may be 

" completed." The Duchefs was now 

propofing a plan to a man who faw fome- 
tliing aimed at he did not relifh j his prin- 
ciples were not in unity with his employer; 
he viewed his original engagement as fair 
game, as fuch juftifiable ; — however, pof- 
iefiing a quick conception, he difcovered no 
ideas contrary to the Duchefs's views; he 
acquiefced ; the plan was accordingly fettled, 
but never purfued; and holding himfelf 
not criminal by perfuading her to believe 
he had propofed an excurfion to the play- 
houfe, which they would by no means agree 
to till the trial was over, the projed was 
given up. 

We are now arrived at the week previous 
to her trial j he continued his quarters at 

2 Tat- 
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Tatterfal's till the fecond day of the trial, 
when pretending to have received advice 
that his brother was confined to his bed in a 
dangerous illnefs, he was obliged to take 
leave of his unfuipecting friends, with whom 
he had remained near fix weeks, difcharged 
his bill, and fetoff for Shropfhire. — He had 
conducted this bufinefs with a fkill which 
met with the Duchefs's hearty approbation, 
and notwithstanding the heavy expence which 
attended it, fhe departed from her ac- 
cuftomed mode, by not difputing any one 
article of his accounts j they were balanced 
without a murmur : — it mult be obferved, 
that when he firft engaged, he was to have a 
handlbme pecuniary gratification at the con- 
ckifionj the pecuniary part was departed 
from, in other refpeds he received a pro- 
fufion ofpromifes : — he was by trade a jew- 
eller, and being an ingenious mechanic, {he 
declared her intentions to put him in a mode 
of making his fortune; he was queftioned if 
he would like to go abroad; he replied in the 
affirmative, " Then, Sir, I will take you 
" to Peter/burgh, my intereft with the Em- 

" prefs 
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" prefs and nobility are great, your good 
" fortune is certain, it is the only fpot where 
" men of genius flourifh 5 in the mean 
" time I will employ you to affift Captain 
W Harding in attending on the various 
" tradefmen employed in furnifhing my 
* c lhip, I am fure you will do all in your 
t* power to accelerate that bufinefs ; the 
" captain is a good man, and will be happy 
P to be affifted with your abilities, and I 
« will take you with me to Peterfburgh 
f as my fleward."" He entered on his new 
employment, and continued his afllftance to- 
the captain's fatisfaftion.— The lhip corn- 
pleated and launched, he went in her as 
fteward, and arrived at Peterfburgh, where 
he refided a considerable time without the 
lead profpeA of fucceeding, as he had been 
perfuaded to expect} her behaviour to him- 
felf and every one dependant on her was in- 
tolerable, and none met her favour who 
could not bear with the mod degrading im- 
pofitions : fhe had now aflumed the conduft 
of an arbitrary Ruffian, dirpoffeffed of 
every principle of honour and humanity : he 
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experienced her infamous treatment, ancF fo- 
licited a fettlement, which he at Lift accom- 
plifhed by arbitration, but not without the 
unwearied interference of fome Englifh 
gentleman refident there, whom lhe moft 
fliamefully endeavoured to baffle : they fin* 
her difpofition ; a fum was agreed on far 
{hort of his juft demands, (all reward was 
banifhed) he was advifcd to fubmit and re- 
turn to England, whicli he did in the beft 
manner he was able. 

To return : the only meafure left was the 
beft pofflble arrangement of matters pre- 
paratory for the trial. On the fifteenth day 
of April, 1776, the* bufinefs came on in 
Weftminfter Hall. It was of five days * 

con- 

* On th« fourth of thcfe days, the late Lady Har- 
rington, of amorous memory, being among other 
Peeieffes, in her box, was prefented by Mr. Evelyn 
Meadows, the real profecutor of the Duchefs, with 
fome Jloviiri. Lady Harrington thanked him for the 
compliment, and, in return faid, " / hopt in God I 
Jhall be able to prefent you Jhortly iviti " tie Laurel." 
The fame Lady, on the firft day of the trial, when the 
Duchefs appeared at the bar, made ufe of this ejacula- 
tion: 
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continuance, and the principal objecl: ar- 
gued was, the admiifion, or not, of a i'en- 
tence of the Spiritual Court, in a fuit for 
jactitation of marriage, "fo as to flop the 
proof of a marriage, in an indictment for 
polygamy *. The judges deciding againit 

the 

tion : " The Devil confound her ! Hoiu brazen the 
" -wretch hoh f" This, from Lady Harrington, 
was truly ludicrous. 

* This was the point on which rcflcd the whole of 
the cafe. The fentence of the Ecclefiaftical Court, 
was the only thing which could be offered, on the part 
of the Duchefs, as a plea in bar to evidence. If it 
were admiflible in this fhnpe, there remained a doubt, 
how far fuch a fentence ought to be of any validity, 
provided it had been collufively obtained. To have 
both thefe particulars refolved into a certainty, the two 
following queflions were fubmitted to the Judges for 
their opinion : 

Firff. " Whether a fentence of the Spiritual Court, 
" again ft a marriage, in a fuit for jactitation of mar- 
'* riage, is conclufive evidence fo as to ilop the Coun. 
" fel for the Crown from proving the faid marriage, 
M in an indictment for polygamy i" 

Second. " Whether, admitting fuch fentence to be 
** conclufive upon fuch indictment, the Counfel for 

" the 
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admiffion of fuch a fentence, in bar to evi- 
dence, 

" the Crown may be admitted to avoid the effeft of 
" fuch fentence, by proving the fame to have been 
" obtained by fraud, or collufion f" 

The decifion of the Judges, on both thefe queftions, 
was fubltantially as followeth. To the fir/} point pro- 
pounded, the anfwer was, " That the ground of the 
" judicial powers pofteiTed by the Ecclefiaftical Courts, 
" is merely of a fpiritual confideration, fro correiliont 
" morum, et fro Jalute anima ; for the correliion of 
" morals, and for the falmation of the foul. But the 
M great object of temporal jurifdiftion is, the public 
•' peace, and crimes againft the public peace are 
" wholly, and in all their parts, of temporal cogni- 
" zance — alone. The temporal courts alone can ex- 
" pound the law, and judge of the crimes, and its 
" proofs ; in doing fo, they muft fee with their own 
•*. eyes, and try by their own rules, that is, by the 
*' Common Law of the land. Befides, a fentence in 
" a caufe of jactitation, has only a negative, and a 
" qualified efFe&. It pronounceth, that the party boaft- 
" ing of a marriage, has failed in his proof, and that 
" the libellant is free from all matrimonial contrail, at 
" far as jet aj fears; leaving it open to new proofs 
" of the fame marriage, in the fame caufe, or to any 
" proofs of that or any other marriage, in another 
" caufe ; and if fuch fentence is no pica to a new fuit 
" there, and doth not conclude the Court which pro-. 

" nounceth, 
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dence, the faft of the two marriages was 

moil 

«« nounceth, it cannot conclude a Court, which re- 
»« ceives the fentence, from going into new proofs to 
»« make out that, or any other marriage. So that, 
« admitting the fentence in its full extent and im- 
" port, it only proves, that it did not y et appear tkt 
" the parties were married, and not that they win 
«« married at all: and by the rule laid down by Lord 
i* Chief Juftice Holt, fuch fentence can be no proof 
•' of any thing to be inferred by argument frora it; 
«' and, therefore, it is not to be inferred, that there 
'• was no marriage, at any time or place, becaufethe 
" Court had not then fufficient evidence to prove I 
"■ marriage at a particular time and place. That feu- 
| «' tence and this judgment may Hand well together, 
«' and both propositions be equally true: It maybe 
',* true, that the Spiritual Court bad not then fufficient 
« proof of the marriage fpecified ; and, that your 
•' Lordlhips may miu, unfortunately, find fufficient 
" proof of fome marriage." 

To the fee W point propounded, the Judges relied 
their opinion on the fubfequent, among other forcible 
reafons. " But, if the fentence were dired, and de- 
" cifive on the point, and as it ftands, to be admitted 
«' as conclufive evidence on the Court, and not to be 
" impeached from within ; yet, like all other afts of 
" the higheft judicial authority, it is impeachable 
»' from without ;. although it be not permitted to (hew 

•• that 



( 9' ) 

moft clearly proved, and a conviction, of 
courfe, followed*. The Duchefs was on her 

trial 

** that the Court was mifiaken, it may be (hewn that 
" they were mijltd. Fraud is an extrinfic collateral 
" aft, which vitiates the moft folemn proceedings of 
" Courts of Juftice. Lord Coke fays, it avoids all ju- 
" dicial afts, ecdefiaftical or temporal. Colluficn, 
" being a matter extrinfic of the caufe, may be im- 
«* puted by a ltranger, and tried by a Jury, and de- 
l< termined by the Courts of Temporal Jurifdiftion. 
" We (the Judges) are, therefore, unanimoufiy of 
" opinion : 

.Fir/}, " That a fentence in the Spiritual Court 
" againft a marriage, in a fuit of ja&itation of mar- 
" riage, is not conclufivi evidence, fo as to flop the 
" Counfel for the Crown proving the marriage, in an 
" indictment for polygamy. 

" But, fccondly, admitting fuch fentence to be con- 
" clufive upon fuch indidment, the Counfel for the 
" Crown may be admitted to avoid the efFeft of fuch 
*' fentence, by proving the fame to have been ob- 
" tained by fraud or collufion." 

• The Duchefs being called to the bar, and in- 
formed of her conviftion, by the Lord High Steward, 
(lie delivered a paper, praying the benefit of the peer- 
age, according to the Statutes, On which, the pre- 
fent Chancellor, then Attorney General, difplayed his 
commanding powers, in a fpecch replete with legal 

learning, 
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trial attended by Mrs. Egerton, whofe huf- 
hand was of the Bridgewater family; Mrs. 
Barrington, widow of General Barrington, 
a brother of the Peer of that name; the late 
Dodor Isaac Schomberg, and the prelent 

learning, and directed to dcmonftrate, " That a 
'*• Peerefs, convicted as the prifoner had been, could, 
" on no other grounds , avoid Judgment of Death, but 
•« by claiming the benefits of the Statute of the Third 
" and Fourth of William and Mary; which left her 
" in a condition to be burnt in the hand, or impri. 
•« fined." This occafioned the following queftion to 
be fubmitted to the Judges : 

" Whether a Peerefs convicted by her Peers, of a 
*■ clergyable felony, is by law entitled to the benefit 
" of the Statutes, fo as to excufe her from capital pu. 
" nifhment, without being burnt in the hand, or 
•J being liable to any imprifonment f" 

The Lord Chief Baron of the Court cf Exchiqutr, 
having conferred with the reft of the Judges prcfent, 
delivered their unanimous opinion upon the faid quef- 
tion, afligning alfo his reafons. The opinion was, 
" That a Peerefs convicted of a clergyable felony, 
*.« praying the benefit of the Statute, the firft of EJ- 
'' ward Vlth, is not only excufed from capital pu- 
'' nilhment, but ought to be immediately difcharged, 
" "without being burnt in the hand, or liable to any im- 
" frifonment." 

Dodor 
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Do&or Warren. One extraordinary me- 
thod theDuchefs took to fuftain her fpirits ; 
which was, to lofe a certain quantity of 
blood aimed every time in which fhe was 
ordered to withdraw from the bar. 

The folemn bufineis being concluded, 
the profecutors had a plan in embryo to 
confine the Countefs of Bristol (for fo, 
after convi&ion, fhe in reality was) to this 
country ; and to have her deprived of her 
perfonal property. A writ of " Ne exeat 
« regno"* was preparing, of which the 
Lady received private notice, and being 

advifed 

• This information was given by the late Mr. 
Walla :e, her chief and directing law counfel; he came 
early in the morning very privately, having left his 
carriage at Grofvenor-gate, walked on till he came to 
Hyde-park-wall, oppofite to Kingfton-houfe, where 
there is moll generally ladders placed to get over by 
the publican at the Half-way houfe. The operation 
of fuch a wric (lie did not relifh, and immediately 
quitted her houfe for Dover. — Whether fuch a writ 
was preparing, many of her friends doubted ; at that 
time the valuable perfonals were out of the kingdom ; 
they viewe I the info mation in no other way than a 

manauvre 
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advifed inftantaneoufly to leave the king- 
dom, flie caufed her carriage to be driven 
about the moft public flreets of the metro- 
polis, invited a feledt party to dine at 
Kingfton-houfe, the better to cover her de- 
fign, while, in an hired poft-chaife, fhe 
travelled to Dover. Mr. Harding, the 
Captain of her yacht, was nhere, and he 
conveyed her in the firft open boat that 
could be procured, to Calais. The Hotel 
d'Angleterre was chofen as the place of re- 
sidence, and, on her Grace entering the 
Court-yard, Monf. Dessein received her 
with more complaifance than cordiality; 
for, in France, the convi&ion was under- 
stood to have deprived her of all her pof- 
feflions, real and perfonal. Dessein, there- 
fore, indicated his pity of her fate by a fig- 
nificant fhrug of his moulders. He was 
" highly honoured in the choice (he had 
" made of his hotel j but, Man Dieul— 
" How unfortunate it was, that he could 

manoeuvre to get rid of her ; (he was a great plague to 
her lawyers, abfolutely cxpefting their attention to no 
ether concerns but her affairs. 

" not 



( 95 ) 

" not accommodate her with a fuite of 
" rooms ! Had he only been apprifed of 
" her intention to do him the favour ! 
" Now, a fingle apartment was all the 
" accommodation in his power." 

She was fatigued in body and mind. 
Reft, therefore, even in a room on the 
attic ftory, would have been the moil wel- 
come folacer in the bounty of Heaven to 
bellow. 

While the Duchess, for fo fhe muft be 
ftill ftyled, for the fake of uniformity in the 
narrative, was retired, Dessein contrived 
means to inveftigate the ftate of her finances, 
and being informed that fhe was ftill in the 
receipt of her eftates, he, the morning after 
her arrival, brightened up his features, and 
was the happieft being on earth to acquaint 
her, that " the company who had occupied 
" apartments fuitable in every refpecT: four 
" Madame la Ducheje, were gone to Paris, 
" and confequently, they were devoted to 
" her ufe, if fhe fhould fo pleafe." This 
cbeifance anfwered Dessein's purpofe. She 
remained at his hotel long enough to lend 

him 
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him a thoufand pounds, when, being her 
debtor, he complained of her parfimony, 
and compelled her, by difrefpeftful treat- 
ment, to feek another abode. The money 
lent Dessein is not wholly repaid at this 
hour. The only accommodation which the 
Duchess could ever obtain was, to take 
the demand out in fire-wood. If a pun be 
excufable, this was a burning flume in 
Monfieur Dessein. 

. As Yorick juftly obfcrveth, " They ma- 
" nage thefe things better in France." The 
politeje of our Gallic neighbours is certainly 
a moft powerful aid to their projects. Mon- 
fieur Dessein has that happy compofure of 
features, bows fo refpedtfully, and is, ap- 
parently, Jo much the devoted humble fer- 
vant of every body, that it is not furpriz- 
ina he fhould have wormed himfelf into the 
general favour of Englifh travellers. The 
Duchefs, with all her pretentions to the 
gift of penetrating characters, was grofsly 
duped by the keeper of her Hotel; yet was 
the impofition fo fmoothly effected, that 
Dbssein and her Grace never rencountered 

each 
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each other without parting the deareft 
friends in the world ; fhe, with a gracious 
inclination of her head, only requeuing it 
as a favour that more fire-wood might be 
fent in to leflen her demand j and he, with 
a femi-circular bow of his body, alluring 
her that a Magazine was at her command. 
This reciprocity of deceit was practifed 
whenever Calais became the occafional or 
the ftationary refidence of the Duchefs j and 
it being forefeen that fuch refidence would 
be frequent, an habitation, affording fome 
degree of comfort, was fought for, and 
obtained. 

Monf. Cocove * had formerly held a 
commanding poft at Calais ; he was in con- 

ftitution, 

* This Gentleman was for many years, Presi- 
dent of Calais ;. and, the only fault ever imputed to 
him, in that honourable ftation, was, too great a par- 
tiality for the Englifi. If there were to be a favour ex- 
tended to any individual of our nation, the Prejident 
of Calais was fure to accompany that favour by fome 
a£lof liberality originating from himfelf. Monsieur 
Cocove died at his country feat, which is fituated at 
a little diftance from Calais, between that place and 
F St. 
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ftitution, habits, and appearance, an Englifh- 
man. The habits of our country he had 
acquired by refiding fome time among us, 
and, during that refidence, he had mixed 
with the firft circles. The old Marquis of 
Granby had been his intimate friend and 
aflbciate. When the Duchefs fled to Calais, 
Cocove was fequeftered at a little paternal 
feat within a few miles, being reftri&ed to 
that, as his place of refidence, conformable 
to the ufage of France with refpeft to per- 
fons of landed property who are involved. 
Cocove had an houfe in Calais, which his 
wife and family, amounting to three fons, 
and four daughters, occupied. The Duchefs 
treated for the pnrchafe of this houfe, and 
it was agreed to be fold her for one thou- 
fand pounds, with permifiion to the family 
to occupy one fide of the quadrangle. The 

St. Omtr, leaving a widow who had been the hji of 
'wives, and an amiable progeny, who only contended 
in a virtuous ftruggle, who mod ftiould promote the 
happinefc of the heft of molten. This lady is fince 
dead. The offspring are living, and univerfally ad- 
mired for their amiabilities of mind and perfon. 

Duchefs 
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Du chefs took pofleffion j and, as her ordi- 
nary cuftom was, fhe began to pull the 
greatelt part of the old manfion about her 
cars, threw out a room with a bow-window, 
which projected over the privies belonging 
to the foldiers barracks ; and that her vifi- 
tors might only indulge a Handing pofture, 
this faloon, as fhe called it, was left with- 
out a chair. The Cocove family next en- 
gaged her attention, and before lhe had 
feen the half of them, fhe promifed to 
make them all happy. The girls lhe afto- 
nifhed with a fight of her diamonds, and 
her wardrobe ; witli the boys lhe converfed 
about the heroic deeds of her great-grand- 
father, throwing in occafional hints, that 
" commifiions in the army would be com- 
*' fortable things, and particularly in the 
" French fervice, which was fo highly ho- 
" nourable under the reigning Monarch, 
" for whom fhe had a prodigious regard. 
" She loved the King of France, and fhe 
P* was very confident he had a regard for 
f her." Sans double, Madame la Ducbejfe; 
f le Rot connus Hen." " Yes— your King 
Fa " knows 
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tc knows I love him. I have given a proof 
« of it in preferring to fpend my fortune in 
« his country, although my dear friend, 
« the King of Prufta, has given me the 
" warmed invitation to refide at Berlin." 
This fincere veneration for the Gallic Mo- 
narch would, with eqval fincerity, have 
been transferred to the Cham of Tartary, 
if his dominion had been the chofen place 
of refuge. 

1776, Oct. 15th. The Duchefs quitted 
Calais, intending to go to Rome through 
Vienna. 

Nov. 11. Arrived at Munich, at which 
city fhe met with her good friend, the late 
Dowager Electrefs of Saxony, who was 
then on a vifit to her brother, the then 
Elector of Bavaria j the exiled Prince Rad- 
ziville was alfo at Munich, accompanied 
by a Polifh Count. 

During her ftay at Munich, a new title 
was propofed, and afterwards obtained by 
the Dowager Electrefs of her brother, the 
Elector of Bavaria, by the title of Coun- 
tefs of Warth, in that Electorate : here 

a was 
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was alfo laid a plan for a correfpondence 
to be opened with the Grand MaitrefiTe at 
Vienna, in order for the Duchefs to be in- 
troduced to the Emprefs, as Duchefs of 
Kingfton, on her arrival at Vienna, in cafe 
Sir Robert Murray Keith lhould refufe. 
[This ceremony was difpenfed with at Mu- 
nich, on the fcore of impropriety, prior to 
her being honoured with that ceremony at 
Vienna.] 
20th. Left Munich, and on the 
a8th. Arrived at Vienna, after a very fa- 
tiguing journey, a fail of fnow having ren- 
dered the roads almoft impaffable. In a 
few days the Duchefs experienced, that the 
plan of introduction, as fettled at Munich, 
had failed. The Grand Maitrefle having 
refufed to interfere, the Duchefs wrote her 
on the fubject, and received a very morti- 
fying anfwer, viz. That the Emprefs 
would not receive her, unlefs prefented 
by the Englifh Ambafiador. By letter flie 
applied to his Excellency : he came to her 
with the greateft politenefs, and, as a friend, 
admonifhed her to defift from, perfevering 
F3 in 
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in requefting him to prcfcnt her as Duchcfs 
of Kingfton, for he could not do it with- 
out an order from the Court of Great Bri- 
tain. She then fhcwed him letters from 
the Dukes of Ancatter and Newcaftle, the 
Earls of Hillfborough and Peterborough, 
and Lord Barrington, who had every one 
addrefltd her as Duchefs of Kingfton. 
Thefe, he faid, were no authority for him 
to introduce her by that ftile -, but he fliould 
have no objection to prefent her as Count- 
efs of Briftol, and render every aft of 
friendfhip to make her fituation at Vienna 
convenient and agreeable. This title me 
treated with the greateft contempt: his admo- 
nition failing, in the moil polite and friendly 
manner he took leave, and departed. Her 
ambitious fpirit now burft forth with the 
greateft fury, by publicly declaring, " that 
" he fhould prefent, and reprefent her to 

* the Imperial court of Vienna as Du- 
" chefs Dowager of Kingfton, without de- 
" rogating, or taking from any of her 
" honors, as a Peerefs of Great Britain ; 

* and that he fhould anfwer the contrary 

« at 
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M at the Bar of the Houfe of Lords, for 
" a breach of privilege." A notice in the 
above language was framed for his Excel- 
lency : from this meal!' re fhe was adviled to* 
defift j and being unable to prevail on her 
Englifh Secretary, or any other perfon, to pre- 
fent it, this relbkition dropped. Application 
was then made to the Nuncio, whom fhe per- 
fonally knew. A meflenger was difpatched 
to Rome, for his Holinefs the prefent Pope 
to interfere, by requefting the Nuncio to 
mention the Duchefs-'s wilhes to the Em- 
prefs. The meflenger foon returned with 
his Holinefs's requeft; but this interfer- 
ence had no effed on her Imperial Majdly. 
During this interval, the Duchefs took ano- 
ther ground, affirming that an influence 
had been exercifed by the King of England, 
among fome leading Peers, whereby he 
had fuccecded in biafling their Lordfhips 
determination; and to promote this idea, 
a new ftep was taken to fhew their Lord- 
fhips' partiality, by getting the fentence of 
the Confiftory Court in Doctors Commons 
tranflatcd into Latin and French, by which- 
S 4. fcntence 
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fentence it was declared flie was free from 
all matrimonial contract, or efpoufals with 
Mr. Hervey, and alfo a tranflation of the 
moft favourable part of her Trial before the 
Houfe of Lords, in order that it might 
appear to the German nobility and gentry, 
that an undue influence had fucceeded ; the 
confequence of which was their Lordfhips 
unjufi: determination of the 22d of April, 
1776. When thefe tranflations were com- 
pleted, clerks were employed to tran- 
scribe copies at the Hotel, her refidence, 
during which interval her apartments ap- 
peared like public offices, day and night, 
for a considerable time. A great number of 
copies were delivered - at Vienna, and fent 
to every perfon of confequence within 
twenty miles. But it mull be obferved, 
before thefe copies were completed, a 
letter had been received from England, 
to apprife her of what was going for- 
ward in Doctors Commons, in order 
that the determination might not come 
upon her unexpectedly. This advice oc- 
cafloned much perplexity in the Du- 

chefs's 
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chefs's mind, fearing chat fuch determination 
would appear in the Englifh newfpapers at 
Vienna, and thereby prove her Tranflation 
to be compofed of the moft daring untruths. 
Here herufual genius aflifted j and, never at a 
lofs for fatanical projects, fhe made up the 
matter to her mind ; and ftrange, though 
true to tell, the German mail was procured 
to be opened before it arrived at Vienna,. 
and every newfpaper taken out of the 
fame, except the Englifh AmbafTador's, 
his packet being too facred to be vio- 
lated : every paper her own hands com- 
mitted to the flames ; and fo foon as fhe 
heard that the letters were delivered from 
the poft-office, and that the Ambaffador's 
packet had been delivered at his houfe, 
lier Englifh fecretary was immediately dis- 
patched to his Excellency's office, Signifying 
her anxiety to read the Englifh newfpaper, 
not having received one, a difappointment 
fhe had never before experienced, and to re- 
queft the favour of feeing his paper : this 
his Excellency, moft civilly, immediately 
complied with ■, her Grace, our readers 
F 5 will 
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will judge, was not fo immediately in hafte 
to return it; and two days elapfed be- 
fore her Grace deigned to return it, and 
then not without a preffing meffage for 
that purpofe, which at a moment could 
not be complied with, it being miflaid r 
but after an hour's fearch, fhe gives her 
fecretary in a violent hurry a newfpaper, 
iblded up, defires him to go immediately 
with her compliments to his Excellency, 
and acquaint him how uneafy fhe was at 
being fo remifs, but relied on his good na- 
ture to excufe it. This meffage was deli- 
vered in a mod plaintive tone, accompa- 
nied with an apprehenfion that a fit of iick- 
nefs would be the confequence. The fe- 
cretary was defired to return with the 
greateft hafte. He directly put the paper 
in his pocket, went with precipitancy, left 
the paper with the above meffage, and re- 
turned home, when he found the Duchefs in 
good fpirits, the fick qualm having left 
her : but on his Excellency looking at the 
paper, it proved to be an old one. A meffen- 
ger came to inform her fecretary of this 

miftake : 
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miftake : of this he acquainted the Duchefs » 
another fearch was made without eftecl: ; her 
Grace then concluded that fome perfon on 
feeing it (there being no other in Vienna) 
had taken it away Under this idea, the 
unfufpecling Secretary waited on his Ex- 
cellency, and reprefented the matter as it 
really appeared to him, that fome perfon- 
had taken it away ; on which his Excellency 
replied, he faw how the matter was j— that 
himfelf and her fecretary had been impofed. 
on ;.and with the greateft good nature faid,, 
he was lorry it had happened, and defired- 
his refpectful compliments. 

The expected determination, in fact, was 
in thefe newfpapers to the efFecl: following, 
viz. Friday, the 2ath of February, . " Div 
Bettefworth had declared by his fentence,,, 
that the marriage with Lord' Briftol had 
been fully eftabliihed in the fame manner as; 
before the Lords, and that fuch marriage 
was ftri&ly legal." — This-caufe was brought;" 
as an introduction to a divorce, to be fuedi 
out againft her on the fcore of adultery, 
which Lord Briftol could not do, prior ai 
F 6 proving 
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proving his marriage with her, as fhe was 
before this hearing recognized as wife of the 
late Duke of Kingfton, and not of the Earl 
of Briftol. 

The above determination, had it ap- 
peared at this juncture at Vienna, would 
have been the moft damning proof againft 
her ■, but however, fo far fhe had fucceeded 
in preventing it appearing for the prefent, 
or at leaft while fhe remained there. 

Tranflations had been delivered to the 
Emprefs and her fon, the prefent Emperor 
— Sycophants and toad-eaters were conti- 
nually buzzing about herj coftly enter- 
tainments were made, and the Duchefs 
was fed with the expectation of hourly 
receiving a letter from the Grand Mai- 
treffe, announcing the Emprefs's good 
opinion, and willingnefs to receive her Grace 
with the greateft friendfhip on the next day 
of Gala: with this affurance, a fuitable 
drefs was immediately ordered for her to 
appear in, and alfo for her fuite. But this 
happy day never arrived, to gratify the 
wifhes of the ambitious Duchefs ; the vir- 
tuous and immortal Maria Therefa and her 

fon 
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fon Jofeph were inexorable; neither the in- 
terceflion of the mitred chief, nor a hoft of 
flatterers could prevail, even after they had 
read her tranflation of the trial and fen- 
tence of the high and refpectable tribunal 
of the Peers of Great Britain, biafied, as 
it was faid to be, through the influence 
of the ornament of Sovereigns. 

This difappointment fhe pretended af- 
fected her fo much, that a fit of ficknefs 
rnuft be the confequencej this farce was 
wonderfully well performed for the greateft 
part of three weeks, by keeping her bed, 
and procuring it to be announced that her 
life was in danger ; but, alas ! this ma- 
noeuvre failed ; for notwithstanding her 
emifiaries had confidentially whifpered an 
enquiry by the Emprefs after the poor 
Duchefs's health, an invitation to the Court 
never arrived, and her Grace was under 
the necefTity of recovering, which a fudden 
change of milder weather, and the froft be- 
ginning to break, foon effecled. 

The Duchefs having received advice that 
her enemies in England were proceeding ri- 
goroufly in the Court of Chancery, and 

that 
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tliat the Court expe&ed lhe would put in 
an immediate anfwer, for which purpofe a 
commifiion would be fent to Paris, fhe 
was under the neceffity of laying afide her 
intended route to Rome, and return to Paris. 

During the Carnival at Vienna, the 
Duchefs appeared at the mafquerade, in the- 
mafque of a magician ;.. and at that enter- 
tainment fhe received from a mafic in a do- 
mino, an infult, which gave her. the greateft 
uneafinefs ; the mafk was male, and laid to 
be the Imperial Joieph ; neverthelefs,. who- 
ever it was, fhe never declared the expref- 
fion j and whatever it was, her mind was, 
£0 hurt, that fhe left the room, and returned. 
home much difconcerted. 

The Duchefs was preparing to leave Vi- 
enna, and had actually got into her coach;, 
but having left a tradefinan's bill unpaid, on 
account of a difference of between three and' 
four ducats, which the man had infilled was 
juft, her Grace would not pay any part of 
his bill, notwithstanding he had propofed to; 
have the fame taxed by tradefmen,or fettled 
by magiftrates : to this fhe would not liften ; 
and the difpute refled in that flate till the 

day 
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day (he intended to leave Vienna and bille: 
him. The time of her departure the man 
got fcentof, and accordingly, on the inftant 
the coach was fetting off, a party of foldiers. 
furrounded the carriage, aided by an officer 
of the law, who- arretted her, and fhe was. 
obliged to alight. A guard was placed over 
the carriage and baggage. This dilgrace, by 
fome minds would have been feverely felt, but 
in the Duchefs, it only ferved to heighten her 
bafenefs ; for, inftead of preventing her de- 
tention, by immediately difcharging the bill, 
(which had been allowed to be juft by all 
who faw it) her Grace determined to liti- 
gate the claim j and fubmitted to be de- 
tained three days for that purpofe, when fhe 
was condemned to- pay the full amount of 
the bill, with all cofts and cxpences. 

N. B. In thefe countries, law proceedings 
are carried on in a very fummary way. 

This bufinefs finifhed, at an extraordinary 
expence of 200 ducats, her departure was 
finally concluded on, when fhe proceeded 
on her return to Paris with the utmofl ex- 
pedition, at which city having put in her 
4 anfwer, 
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anfwer, fhe remained there about three 
weeks, and returned to Calais in the month 
of April. 

As it was the lot of the Duchefs to be 
perpetually on the remove, fome incidents 
had happened at Rome, of which fhe re- 
ceived advice, which rendered it neceffary 
for her once more to vifit that renowned 
city. In the Public Bank fhe had depofited 
her plate, for fafety, when fhe fet out for 
England ; and in her palace fhe had left a 
renegade Spanifh Friar, and an Englifh 
girl, whom fhe had carried to Italy, on her 
laft expedition. The girl was handfome, 
and had a fenfe of prudence, aided by that 
prejudice againfl foreigners, which the lower 
orders of this, and of moft other countries, 
poffefs. A Cardinal, who, for the ho- 
nour of the Holy See, fhall be namelefs, 
had frequently laid afide the pomp and fanc- 
tity of Spirituals, betraying a thorn in the 
flejh, filled by St. Paul the " Mejfenger of 
" Satan" with the buffetings of which his 
Eminence was well acquainted. His vifits 
to the palace of the Duchefs were frequent ; 
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the pretence always was, a fomething par- 
ticular to communicate to her Grace, and a 
confequent inquilitivenefs about her return. 
The Friar, however, fmoked the Car- 
dinal, and the Cardinal, in return, was 
jealous of the Friar. The poor girl, who 
underftood not a fyllable of any other lan- 
guage than that of her country, found her- 
felf extremely embarraffed. The Friar 
knew Englifh enough for an ordinary con- 
verfation, and, in the true ftyle of a ghoftly 
advifer, he cautioned the girl againft the 
defigns of the Cardinal. Whether from 
real dhlike, or from the not being able to 
have a verbal intercourfe, the overtures of 
the Cardinal were rejected, and whenever 
he came to the palace fhe left him, if his 
Eminence fo pleafed, to make love to the 
Friar. Thus getting rid of a rival, the 
Friar plied his arts fo fuccefsfully, as to 
occafion one bed to be the only neceffary 
convenience for the two inmates of the pa- 
lace to fleep in. Having accomplilhed this 
end, the Friar deemed it a pity that fuch 
of the moveables as were eafily portable, 
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mould remain in an ufelefs ftatc ; converted 
into cafh, they might circulate to the be- 
nefit of fociety. Under an imprefiion lb 
charitable to the world, he walked off with 
what he could cany, befide difpofing of 
quantities of articles to different purchafers. 
The poor girl was only left with a confola- 
tion, that what fhe had read in the Bible 
about " Increaje and multiply," was likely 
to be fulfilled by her. It was of thefe 
tranfaftions the Duchefs was informed by 
letters. The neceffity of her immediate 
journeying to Rome was urgent, and fhe 
fet out as foon as fhe could expedite the ne- 
eeffary preparations. 

During her travel, an illnefs excepted, 
not any particular occurrence happened. 
On her arrival being known, Cardinal 
Alb an i waited on her, to whom fhe com- 
municated the particulars of the behaviour 
of the Friar, prudently referving the cir- 
cumftance of the attack made by one of 
the Cardinal's brotherhood, on the chaftity 
of the girl. Her fuuation was not the pre- 
fent objecl: of thought. The queftion was, 

how. 
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how the property embezzled by the Friar 
could be re-obtained ? The girl fobbed, 
fhed tears in abundance, on her knees in- 
treated fbrgivenefs j but, with, all this fub- 
miffive penitence, fhe could fcareely ob- 
tain the attention of a moment. " You 
" mud have known the Friar broke open 
" the efcritoire. Where are the candle- 
" fticks? What! is all the linen gone? 
" By the living God, he has ftripped the pa- 
" lace !" The girl, whofe thriving fixa- 
tion wholly engrofled her thoughts, ftill 
pre/Ted her fuit. — " Indeed, your Grace, I 
" did not confent— I was faft afleep when 
" the Friar came into my room. He took 

« hold "— " I wifh he had hold of you 

" this moment, and that you were both in 
• the galleys. What is all your nonfenfe 
" to my property ? Could not you play the 
" fool together, without {tripping me ? 
" The diamond buckle of my dear Lord 
" Duke! The devil confound the villain!: 
" Go along, like a hurley as you are.. Stay 
" —I'll have you punifhed, unlefs you find 
« the rafcally Friar." Here a meffage o£ 

con* 
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condolence From his Holinefs was notified, 
and the meffenger being ordered in, the 
ftyle was thus varied — " What I have loft 
is of confiderable value; but, to take 
advantage of a poor innocent young 
creature, is more diftrefsful to me than 
the trifles he has taken. My deareji 
Lord left me an ample fortune, and 1 
wifh to make others happy with it. This 
unfortunate girl I took from a child, and 
meant to have provided for her as a mo- 
ther. I forgive her, poor thing ! My 
moft humble and dutiful refpe&s to his 
Holinefs. Helas ! [afigh] when I think 
on my troubles, they almoft overwhelm 
me. With my dear Duke [tears] every 
happinefs was buried. But God is all- 
fufficient. His Holinefs knows not how 
I have been perfecuted j but I forgive 
my perfecutors. Poor Belifariusl how 
ungeneroufly was he treated ! I often 
thought of him during my perfecution." 
The meffenger retiring, the inqueft as to 
what were loft, and the probability of re- 
covery, was inftantly refumed j . until ail 

hope 






( "7 ) 

hope of re-obtaining the valuables becom- 
ing vifionary, to get the plate out of the 
publick bank, and tranfport it fafely from 
Italy, was the fole object of negociation, in 
which the Duchefs proving fuccefsful, me 
returned to Calais, and the robbery of the 
Friar became one of her ordinary tales. 

On the return of the Duchefs from Rome, 
the expeditious communication beFween 
Calais and England afforded the earlieft in- 
telligence fhe could wifli relative to the pro- 
ceedings of her opponents. Their bufinefs 
was now, if poffible, to fet afide the will of 
the Duke of Kingfton. There was not a 
probability of their fucceeding in the at- 
tempt, but (fill the attempt was to be made. 
This kept alive the apprehenfion of danger 
in the mind of the Duchefs j and fo long as 
that apprehenfion fubfifted, it was neceffary, 
in policy, to affect, a particular regard for 
certain perfons in England, who had the ap- 
parent power of rendering a fervice. The 
late Sir George Have was at that time 
Dean of the Arches. Not more from the 
eminence of his fituation than from ths 
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fplendor of his abilities, his rank was high 
in the public efteem. Doctor Isaac 
Schomberg had been a cotemporary with 
Sir George at Merchant Taylor's feminary. 
Through life they loved each other. The 
opinion of Sir George, as to the impeach- 
ability of the Duke of Kingston's will, was 
frequently wanted ; and through the inter- 
mediation of Doctor Schomberg, this was 
obtained. Sir George Haye from the firft 
ridiculed the attempt to fet afide the will as 
a futility. Schomberg, however, defirous 
of obtaining the fulleft confirmation of the 
cafe, prefifed Sir George to dictate a few 
lines on the fubjedt, in a letter which he 
propofed to fend to the Duchefs. — " Well, 
•« Ifaac, (faid Sir George) I will. Let the 
" Duchefs defire her common lawyers to at* 
" tack the rock of Gibraltar" Schomberg, 
on this, caufed every confolatory afifurance 
to be tranfmitted to the Duchefs. She re- 
ceived it, and profeffed every feeling which 
gratitude could infpire. " Doctor Schom- 
" berg was an honourable character ! too 
u honourable for this world ! The counter- 

" part 
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" part of her dear Lord in nobleneis of 
" lbul ! She wiflied me could make him 
" happy !" As a fplendid return for his 
real anxiety to have her mind at eafe, this 
was the gracious manner of her procedure : 
One morning Doctor Schommrc was 
waited on at his apartments in Conduit- 
ftreet, and a prefent from the Duchefs of 
Kingfton was delivered him. This prefent 
was a ring, brilliantly encircled, the ftonc 
a deep blue, and the words cc Pcur I Amitie" 
on the ftone. The intrinfic value was never 
onceconfidered by Schomberg ; it was thepre- 
fumeable tribute of gratitude which affected 
his mind. He wore the ring, and, in al- 
moft every company, proclaimed the donor. 
But a fhort portion of time elapfed, before 
one of the brilliants in the word " Amitie" 
fell out, as if the very mention of friend- 
ship by the Duchefs, were fufficient to ren- 
der the term fragile : to have a fubftitute re- 
placed, a Jeweller was fent for. When he 
came, he looked firft at the rmg, then at 
Doftor Schomberg, and, on being afked, 
" When he could do what was necefiary ?" 

the 
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the Jeweller anfwered, " I hope you will 
" not be offended, Sir, but it is really not 
fC worth your while to have any thing done; 
" the middle ftone is a compofition, and 
t* the whole did not coft more, in Paris, 
« than fix-and-thirty Jhillings !" " Is that 
° the cafe," faid the Doftor, " then I will 
" foon difpofe of it." He firft trampled the 
contemptible bauble under his feet, then 
flung it out of the window, faying, " There 
" goes Nobility." 

Previous to her trial, the Duchess had 
formed a defign to vifit Peter/burgh. A 
fhip had been built for her, containing 
every fplendid accommodation. There 
was a drawing-room, a dining-parlour, kit- 
chen, and other conveniences. This fhip 
attracted, as may be fuppofed, general ob- 
fervation ; and the Ruffian AmbafTador 
being given to underftand that the whole had 
been intended as a conveyance of the 
Duchefs, on a vifit to fo auguft a fovereign 
as the Emprefs of Ruffia, the.politefle of 
Courts compelled an acknowledgment, on 
[ his part, that the compliment would be 
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gracioufly received. But there was fome- 
thing more than the mere compliment of 
a vifir. Her Grace had fome pictures, of 
confiderable value, which devolved to her 
on the demife of the Duke. Thefe fhe 
had offered as a prefent to the Emprefs, 
who had deigned to accept them. The 
fhipping them for Peterfburgh, that they 
might be conveyed from where they ought 
to have remained, to whither they mould 
not have been fent, had occafioned as many 
conferences between the Duchefs and the 
Ruffian AmbafTador, as would have been 
requifite to adjuft the differences of Eu- 
rope. At laft, however, a cargo of pictures, 
and other valuable articles, cleared the 
river, and arrived fafe at Peterfburgh. 
The Emprefs difpofed of them as accorded 
with her fancy, and her AmbafTador was 
charged, in her name, to notify her plea- 
fure. The Duchefs, in this, was a copyift 
of the Eaflern cuftoms.' Her prefence was 
accompanied by a prefent, the better to en- 
fure a favourable reception. 
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To convey her Grace to Peterfburgh, 
the fhip which had been built for the pur- 
pole, was ordered to Calais. It arrived 
rhere, and Harding, the commander of 
her yacht, was confidered as the Captain. 
In that capacity he fuperintended the pre- 
parations, and did every thing requifite in a 
man of honefty. An obftruttion, however, 
arofe, and that of a ferious nature : the 
American war fubfifted. Under what co- 
lours fhould the Duchefs fail, fo as to be 
the fureft of protection i Cunningham, * 
an American marine adventurer, had juft 
taken one of the Holland packets. Doctor 
Franklin, then at Paris, was furrounded 
by a fwarm of his countrymen, who only 

•' This man was merely an inftrument. The pro- 
ject of capturing the Packet, was fuggelted by a Mr. 
Harmicbael, an American afiiftant to DiHsr FranUin, 
and afterwards •« Charge Jes Affaires," from the Uni- 
ted States, at Madrid. The packet which Cunning- 
ham was directed to take, had a quantity of fpecieon 
board. Cunningham, by an Irifh blunder, let that 
packet efcape, and captured another which had only a 
cargo of paffengers. Thus the object was defeated. 
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wiflied for commiflions to rove about the 
Channel. The intention of the Duchefs to 
embark, could not be concealed, nor the time 
of her failing. The capture of her ftiip, 
was confidered as an enterprize worth 
attempting. It was fuppofed, that any fum 
demanded, would be paid for her ranfom. 
Apprifed that fuch idea prevailed, the 
Duchefs applied, by letter, to the French 
Minifter, foliciting protection under the co- 
lours of France. Her requeft being granted, 
Captain Harding was informed of her in- 
tentions to hoift the French flag, and have 
her fliip manned by French failors. Hard- 
ing had ferved in the Britifh navy, had dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf in action, was a brother 
of the Trinity Houfe •, he felt himfelf a 
Briton, and, as fuch, failed into Calais Har- 
bour under Engliih colours ; this fhe hap- 
pened to fee from her obfervatory, in com. 
pany with Monfieur Bienaflize (the com- 
mandant of Calais) and fome others ; fhe 
burft into a rage, exclaiming vehemently 
againft the Captain for the infult, and im- 
mediately gave orders that the paltry colours 
■ G 2 ihouid 
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fhodld be taken down, and a French flag 
difplayed ; for till then ftie would not fet her 
foot on board.— This whim complied with, 
the Englifh colours were brought to her 
houfe, and there ridiculoufly deftroyed, fay- 
ing, " This country mail never be difgraced 
" by fuch a paltry flag." The yacht being 
fafely moored, the Duchefs immediately 
-went on board, conducted by Harding, 
and went through every apartment, which 
feemed to give her fatisfaction ; but not a 
fyllable was mentioned about the colours. 

A fewdays elapfed infeemingtranquillity; 
the next bufinefs was to fettle the Captain's 
accounts, when, to her eternal fhame, all 
extra expences he had been at in entertain- 
ing her friends, while the (hip was building 
at Limehoufe, were difallowed. The Cap- 
tain, in hopes at a future time to meet with 
her in better humour, acquiefced, and a mu- 
tual balance was (truck. The Duchefs 
having accompliihed her favorite end in 
money manners, then announced having en- 
gaged a French captain (Lefevre) and if 
Harding chofe to be continued, he muft 
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fubmit ro a deduction of iool. a year.; 
in this cafe he might have the joint com- 
mand : this meafure he could not relifh ; 
the Duchefs, however, foothed him with 
great promifes of her intereft in his favor 
with the Emprefs of Rufliaj he fwallowed 
the bait, and, with fome reluctance, com- 
plied. — French failors were then procured ; 
but no fooner were they engaged for the 
voyage, than they threw an obftacle in the 
way— there was no alternative — Lefevre's 
acceptance and nomination, a French crew, 
rendered Harding's fituation too mortifying 
to be endured •, the confequence was, he 
refigned his employ under the Duchefs, and 
quitted Calais for Dover, where his family 
refided ; he then, upon a moderate calcu- 
lation, found himfelf a lofer of not lefs 
than 6col. by having thrown off an honor- 
able and lucrative employ, when he firfl 
engaged with theDuchefs; — the confequence 
was a deprefiion of fpirits, which in the 
vale of life, being unable to furmount, he 
at Jaft expired with a broken heart. — This 
was her reward to a man who had difcharged 
G 3 his 
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his duty with the ftri&eft fidelity. He it 
was who had been entrufted to convey her 
perfonal property of the greateft value out 
of England, and afterwards from Rome j 
his final reward was to have the mafter of a 
fifhing-boat appointed his captain. 

On her propofed voyage to Peterfburgh, the 
Duchefs was to be accompanied by feveral 
perfons, befides domeftics, who were collec- 
tively to form a fuite proper for an exalted 
pcrfonage, about to vifit a lbvereign power. 
The arrangement of this fuite depending, 
of- courfe, on the will of the Duchefs, a 
whimiical affemblage of characters were 
blended. The Captain and Sailors of the 
fliip being Frenchmen and Roman Catholics, 
a Chaplain of their language and perfuafion 
was required, to perform the pious offices 
ncc-ffary for the welfare of their fouls. 
To be fupplied in this particular, the 
Duchefs difpatched aiettertoParis, foliciting 
a Lady to recommend an Ecclefiaftic, pro- 
per for the purpofe. Among the different 
orders it was not a difficult matter to meet 
with a Prieft of the Order of Neceffiiy ; and, 

it 



( >*7 ) 

it being probable that fuch an one only 
would embark on fo Angular an expedi- 
tion, the choice fell on Monfieur L'Abbe 
Sechand *. Highly flattered by his ap- 
pointment, a meflenger was dilpatched to 
Calais, with information that the Abbe would 
fct out for that place immediately. The 
Duchefs, to whom a new face, and a novel 
adventure, afforded great delight, received 
the glad tidings with a joyful countenance j 
imparting to every vifitor the elevated ideas 
fhe had formed of a perfon, whom Jhe had 
never Jeen, and, for whofe tranfcendant 
abilities fhe vouched, in a moft authorita- 
tive ftyle, without being morally certain 

• This gentleman, after fcambling his way, as it 
were, from Peterfburgh to France, foon afterwards 
came to London, and now refides in the vicinity. 
His claim on the Duchefs, like that of moft other 
perfons who had the meritorious pretenfion of relying 
on btt promifa, is not yet fettled, and moft probably 
it never will. When prefled to adjult it, me always 
averted that me had paid him ; but, he put the matter 
fairly to iflue, by faying, that if ihe could produce a 
voucher for the payment of a fingle fous, he would 
abandon his demand. This fhe was not able to do. 
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that his mental endowments exceeded thole 
of a common mechanic. At Iaft, Monfieur 
I' Abbe arrived ; for the fake of convenience, 
not much troubled with baggage, theDiligence 
being his carriage, and a violin his travel- 
ling companion. As this gentleman had 
the care of the fouls of the Captain and 
mariners committed to his charge, to Mr, 
Fofter was entrufted the direction of the 
Duchefs in fpirituals. Two women, as at- 
tendants, a coachman at Jea, and a footman 
in a cabin, completed their marine fuite, 
with which the Duchefs failed for Peterf- 
burgh. To fay that me was grofsly flattered 
on undertaking the expedition, would only 
be faying, that flie was fuppofed to abound 
in wealth ; for where is the rich without a 
flatterer ? The voyage of the Duchefs was 
compared to the expedition of Cleopatra ; 
a Marc Anthony only was wanting to render 
the comparifon perfect:. 

Favoured by a wind which blew as the* 
willies of the Duchefs inclined, (he arrived 
at Elfineur in twelve days from the time of 
her leaving Calais; and, delaying as little 
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as circumftances would permit, on her paf- 
fage, ftie foon reached Peterfburgh. Her 
arrival being announced, her reception was 
certainly favourable *; the Emprefs difpenfed 

with 

* This favourable reception was caufed by various 
concomitant circumftances. To be received, if pof- 
iible, by fome crowned head, was an objeft defirable, 
as the only means of relieving the Duchefs from the 
marked difgrace which her trial and convi&ion had af- 
fixed on her. The Court of Rufiia was chofen as the 
moil diftaot ; as the lefs likely to have the real charac- 
ter of the lady bared to infpettion ; and where con- 
siderable prefents of piclures would be more acceptable 
to the Sovereign, in proportion as the arts were jn * 
lefs advanced ftate of perfection. Accordingly, not 
only the Emprefc, but perfonages of the greateft in- 
fluence, were complimented by the Duchefs. One in- 
ftance, and an anecdote accompanying it, will exem- 
plify the views and liberality of the donor. 

Count Chernkhoff was reprefented to the Duchefs as 
an exalted character, to whom lhe ought, in policy, to 
pay her particular devoirs. She felt the force of the 
reprefentation, and fent him two pifiures. As little 
(killed in painting, as m mulic, me was a total Stran- 
ger to the value of thefe pieces. They happened to 
be originals, by Raphael, and Claude Lorrain. The 
Count was foon apprized of this ; and on the arrival 
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with public forms, the interview between 
her Majefty and the Duchefs being at the 
country palace, appropriated to the pur- 

of the Duchefs at Peterfburgh, he waited on her 
Grace ; profeffed his thankfulnefs for the prefent, at 
the fame time afluring the Duchefs, " That the pic. 
«' tures were eflimated at a value, in Ruffian money, 
" amounting to ten thou/and pounds Englifh." The 
Duchefs, who the moment before he let this fecret ef- 
cape from his lips, had arranged her features with a 
fmile of complacency, inftantly changed colour, and 
could, with the utmoft difficulty, veil her chagrin. 
She told the Count, that " fne had other pictures, 
•* which (he mould confider as an honour were he to 
*• accept them. That the two paintings in his pof- 
" feffipn, were particularly the favourites of her it- 
•' parted Lord; but that the Count was extremely gra- 
*' cious in permitting them to occupy a fpace in his 
*' palace, until her manfion was properly prepared 
*' for decoration." This manoeuvre did not fucceed. 
The Count has the pictures at this moment; and the 
Duchefs, in, her will, has actually introduced an biprj 
cf the manner in which they became poffeffed by CUuvt 
Chztnichoff; referring, at the fame time, to the tefti- 
mOny of a WCt.lMortau, in proof of the paintings 
having been only committed to the care of the Count, 
in trufi. Here is a trait, and a fingular one it it, 
fufficient to mark the charafter of the heroine, whofe 
jiairative is the fubjedt of thefe pages, 
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pofes of feclufion. The novelty of an 
Engliftv lady, braving the billows of the 
Baltic, and defying, as it were, the boif- 
terous elements of the North, to pay a com- 
pliment to the reigning Sovereign, ex- 
cited admiration in many, curiofity in all. 
This very curiofity and admiration were fuf- 
ficient for the Duchefs ; gratifying her va- 
nity, they compenfated her toils. Still 
more, The Emprefs afiigned a manfiort 
for her refidence. Her fliip was commanded 
under the Government care -, and an hur- 
ricane arifing which occafioned it to fuffer 
confiderable damage, it was repaired by ex- 
prefs order of the Emprefs. Here was hap- 
pinefs, if happinefs fpr a nnind at variance 
with itfelf, could be found on earth. Yet, 
this marked favour of the Emprefs could 
not entirely fatisfy the Duchefs. She was* 
and Ihe felt herfelf to be an alien. The 
Englifh Ambafifador could only be com- 
plaifant to her in private*-. She, therefore, 

began 
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* Al that time Sir James Harris ; who, becaufe only 

externally civil, the Duchefs. afitftcd to contemn, for 
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began to inquire, whether pofleffion might 
not entitle her to command that refpedt, 
for which, at prefent, Ihe was merely an 
eleemofynary debtor. There are ladies at 
the Court of Peterfburgh, who wear the 
pi&ure of the Emprefs, as the enfign of an 
order. The Duchefs was flattered, that 
landed property only was wanting to intro- 
duce her as one of this order. The Emprefs 
was her friend ; what other intereft could 
ihe defire ? The hint was fufficient. She 
purchafed an eftate near Peterfburgh, for 
about twelve thou/and pounds ; gave it the 
name of Chudleigh, and, having executed 
her part of the agreement, which always 
was to pay, and leave others to enjoy, flie 

the parlimonious manner in which he entertained the 
fattory. Lady Harris did not, of courfe, efcape an 
oblique cenfure, when opportunity of calling it oc- 
curred. ' Sir James, at the Court of Peterlburgh, was 
in high eftimation. That, as an able reprefentative 
of Sovereign power, and a profound politician, he me- 
rited efteem, his late conduct, as an Ambaflador to 
the United States of Holland, hath abundantly 
evidenced. By being ennobled, he hath only obtained 
the honours he deferved. 

pufhed 
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puihed her intereft to be honoured with the 
order. The anfwer to her application for 
ever blafted her hopes. It was an invariable 
rule that foreigners could not be admitted. 
—What was to be done with the eftate ? 
Befide catching fifh, and cutting down 
wood, it promifed not to turn to any ad- 
vantageous account. The Duchefs, however, 
ever difpofed to be mifled when flattered by 
following her own inclination, was induced 
to believe, that a fortune, which flie did 
not want, might be obtained by a means 
which fhe had not occafion to ufe, which 
was, the erection of works for making 
brandy. This was a whimfical tranfitioh 
of ideas, and fuch as could not eafily be 
reconciled by an ordinary mind. A diftiller 
of fpirits, inftead of the wearer of a pendent 
order of the picture of an Emprefs ! 

This difappointment in ambition, and, a 
final diflike of the diftillery project, occa- 
fioned a refolution to return to Calais. Dis- 
putes in the houfehold had alfo arifen, which 
caufed this refolution to be more determin- 
ed than ordinary. The falary of Mr. 
4 Foster, 
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Foster, a miferable pittance for a man of 
learning, being only one hundred pounds a 
year, was in arrears. Years and merit 
pleaded in vain. A trifle was the fubject of 
difpute, and the. Emprefs being informed 
of it, offered poor Foster, a retreat for 
life, and he quitted the Duchefs with this 
farcafm, in the Spartan ftyle, " / am old, 
•« not mean." Sechand next broke forth 
with vehemence. He had received more 
promifes than there are numbers in the lot- 
tery, and not one of them had produced a 
prize. His falary was in arrears, and pay- 
ment was formally demanded -, agents on 
both fides. interfered, but without effecting 
any thing. The Abbe, therefore, was left 
to feek his redrefs in France, and to get 
thither as well as his fortunate ftars would 
affift him. 

The Duchefs, quitting Peterfburgh, left 
>n Englilb journeyman carpenter *, whom 

ihe 

" This man was picked up, like moll of the inferior 
officers of her houfehold, by that fpecies of accident 
Which always recommended vagabonds to her notice. 

By 
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fhe had made the fteward of her houfehold, 
to tranfaft her affairs. At her brandy-ma- 
king eftate, in the country, another cha- 
racter, of fimilar defcription, as to lownefs, 
was ftationed. She had likewife picked 
up at Calais, when fhe went to Ger- 
many, a fellow who pretended to be a Co- 
lonel in the Imperial fervice, and who 
wanted to get to his wife and children at 
Vienna. — The Duchefs took him with her ; 
fhe accommodated him with a watch, as a 
loan, and alfo fome rings and fome cafh : 
he took French leave at Munich, on hear- 
ing that prince Radziville was there, not 
wifhing to fee the prince, — The Colonel's 
name was Lienverville j his being in the 
Imperial fervice was a fiction : — his regi- 
ment was in th« fervice of the King of Po- 
land, to which country he immediately fet 
off, which he was enabled tp do by difpofing- 
of the watch and rings. Prince Radziville 

By trade an ordinary carpenter; by her ridiculous 
whim converted into the managing fteward of a palace, 
and, in her abfence from Peteriburgh, entrtffted with 
the care of perfonal property, of immenfe value. 

3 » 
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at this time was a refugee in Bavaria; to 
this country he had fled, having formed a 
grand confederacy in Poland, for which a 
hrge fum was offered for his head. He ap- 
peared at Munich in a rich Turkifh drefs, 
and being a man of large ftature, made a 
noble appearance : he had a faithful friend 
and companion, a Polifh Count, his cotir 
ftant attendant during his exile. The Prince 
travelled with a chofen guard of troops called 
Heyduks, richly caparifoned, eight of whom 
every night mounted guard in the room 
adjoining to the chamber where he flept. 
He afterwards made a fubmiffion to the 
Kingof Poland, and returned to that country. 
Returning once more to Calais, a con- 
siderable portion of time was engroffed by 
the Duchefs, in relating to her admiring au- 
ditors each particular concerning the very 
gracious manner in which the Emprefs had 
deigned to receive her. A prefentfrom her 
Imperial Majefty, of an eftate* fituated on 
the Neva, was enlarged on with all the 

cir- 

* This eftate includes a traft of land of confident)!* 
*alue ; and, it was the more peculiarly calculated for 

tie 
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circumlocutory eloquence, of which the 
relator was capable. The purchafe* alio 
of the eftate near Petedburgh, which 
abounded in vajfals, not daring to approach 
the upper petticoat of their miftrefs, without 
firft kiffing the fringe, in a pofture of ge- 
nuflection, afforded a fubject for aftonifh- 
ment to thofe who defpifed all compulfory 
fubjection. Yet complaifance was due, 
and, in confequence, the tale of vanity was 
never interrupted. The Emprefs was ad- 
mitted to be the deareft friend whom the 
Duchefs had experienced. She was allowed 
even to love her, better than any favourite 
who might be felected, as the object of 
regard, by a Sovereign, lefs a model of 
felf-denying virtue, than her Imperial Ma- 
jelly of Ruffia. Not a fcruple of faith was 
abated, in the credence given to every fen- 
tence which the Duchefs advanced refpect- 

the Duchefs, as it conferred a kind of fovereignty on 
her over the poor inhabitants, who are confidered as 
abfolute property, veiled in the territorial proprietor. 

• This eitete cod the Duchefs about t-visnty-fivt 
thiuj'and founds English money. 

ing 
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ing her intimacy with the Emprefs. One 
thing is certain : At an entertainment given 
by the Duchefs to the Emprefs, one hundred 
and forty of her own domeftics attended, 
*nd the whole fervice was of plate. The 
prefence of fo auguft a perfonage, and the 
manner of her reception, are unqueftionable 
proofs of benignity on one part, oftenta- 
tion on the other. 

The will of his Grace of Kingfton re- 
ceiving every confirmation which the Courts 
of Juftice could give*i to diffipate, rather 

than 

• This will was exeeuted on the fifth day of July, 
1770. The following are the extracts which relate to 
the Duchefs : " I do, by this my will, ratify and con. 
" firm a fetrlement, which I made of the annual fum, 
*' or yearly rent charge, of four thoufand poundi, on 
" my itiife Eliaabeth Duchefs of Kingfton ; and that 
" the faid fum fhall be unto, and to the ufe of the 
** faid Elizabeth, Duchefs of Kingfton, my wife, 
•• and her affigns, for and during the term of her na- 
44 tural life, in cafe Jhe fo long tontinuei my widow, 
t* and unmarried, and m longer. And my faid wife 
" fhall be permitted, during her -widowhood, to re- 
*' ceive and take the whole yearly rents, and profits, 
«' of all the manors, lands, and hereditaments, before 
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than properly expend, the income of his 
eftates, appeared to be the ruling principle 
of life. The houfe at Calais was not fuf- 
ficient for the purpofe of inviting perplex- 
ities i a manfion, at a place called Mont 

" devifed, in full fatisfa&ion, recompenfe, and dif- 
" charge of, and for fo much of the faid annual fum, 
" or yearly rent charge of four thoujand pounds, as 
*' lhall grow due during her widowhood; but in cafe 
" my faid wife /ball determine her widowhood during 
'' her life, then I give and devife the fame to Cbarkt 
" Meadows, fecond fon of Philip Meadows. 

" ALSO, I give and bequeath to my faid wife, 
" Elizabeth Duchefs of Kingfton, all my furniture, 
* piiluret, plate, jewels, china, arrears of rent, and all 
" other my effeils and perfonal eftate, of what, nature 
" or kind foever, for her own proper ufe abfolutely, 
" and as, and for her own goods, chattels, and ej~ec7s, 
" for evermore." 

Thisexprefs reftridtion, as to a continuance in a (late 
of widowhood, although highly difpleafing to the 
Duchefs, was yet her abfolute falvation ; for, foopen 
was (he to the grofleft adulation, that any foreign 
fmgbt of the Poft, plying her well with flattery, might 
have led her a willing captive to the altar of Hymen. 
She endeavoured to fecrete the circumltance of her in- 
ability to marry, always affefting the greateft diflikc 
of the connubial ltate. 

Marthe, 
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Marthe*-, near Paris,, was pitched on, and 
the purchafe of it negotiated in as fhort a 
time as the Duchefs could defire. There 
were only a few obftacles to enjoyment, 
which were not confidered until the pur- 
chafe was completed. The houfe was in fo 
ruinous a condition, as to be in momentary 
danger of falling. The land' was more 
like the field of the flothful, than the vine- 
yard of the induftrious. All thefe appa- 
rent evils became realized to the optics of 
the Duchefs, only after fhe had poflefM 
her wifhes, and found them, as moft of her 
wifh.es were, productive of trouble. A 
lawfuit with the owner of the eftate was 
the confequence of the agreement. The 
Duchefs went again to Peterfburgh, and re- 
turned to France, before it finilhed ; and it 
was the manner in which this fuit was ad- 
judicated, which proved the ultimate caufe 
of her death. 

* The fituation- of this houfe is extremefy pleafant, 
being to Paris what Hampjieed is to London. The 
Duchefs was to have paid for the houfe about nine 
thou/and pounds in the whole, 

Befidc 
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Befide this purchafe in France, another 
was made by the Duchefs, the fcale of 
which was truly grand. The brother of the 
French Monarch was the owner of a do- 
main, according, in every refpect, with 
his dignity. This was the territory of 
Saint AJJife, pleafantly diftanced from Paris, 
abounding with game of every different 
fpecies, and rich in all tlie poffible luxuriant 
adornment of nature. The manfion was 
fit for the brother of a King. It afforded 
three hundred beds. The value of fuch 
an eftate was too confiderable to be expect- 
ed in one payment ; fhe, therefore, agreed 
to difcharge the whole of the fum demanded, 
which was fifty-five thoujand pounds, by 
inftalments. It is fometimes eafier to agree, 
than fulfil. The Duchefs found this to be 
her cafe in the prefent inftance. How was 
it poffible to give the half of a plumb, with- 
out the value of a cherry-ftone in poffef- 
fion ? Sixteen thoujand pounds were the ut- 
moft amount of the annual rents of th« 
Duchefs. Ready money fhe had none; it 
was a commodity in which fhe feldorn 

abounded. 
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abounded. To make good the firft in- 
ftalment, recourfe was had to the expedient 
of borrowing cafh of Mejfrs. Drummond; 
and a few valuables were lodged as fecurities 
for the debt ; by this means one payment 
was made good*. 

If it be afked, for whom this eftate, thus 
purchafed under every inconvenience, was 
aftually intended, the proper anfwer re- 
turned would be, that to the career of va-' 
nity there is not an end ; and, whether that 
paffion be gratified by the expenditure, or 
the hoard of money, is matter of- total in- 
difference, the fordidnefs of the paffion 
continuing the fame. It being, neceflary, 
however, to affign a little portion of reafon 
for a great degree of extravagance, the re- 
cent reconciliation which had taken place 
between the Duchefs and the nephew of her 
w deareft Duke," afforded a plea. The 

* Ttuenty^five thoufand pounds have been actually 
paid, in part of the purchafe money, for this ter- 
ritory. The fecond inftalment is, at this moment, 
due. The annual income of Saint Affife, is eftimated 
aV near ihrtt thoufand poiunds, 

purchafe, 
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purchafe, on the part of the Duchefs, was 
a good one.— There were not only game, 
but rabbits in plenty ; and finding them of 
a fuperior quality and flavour, the Duchefs, 
during the firft week of her pofTeflion, had 
as many killed and fold, as brought her 
three hundred guineas. Thus at Peter/burgh, 
flie was a diftiller of brandy*; at Paris a 
rabbit-merchant. 

Thus proceeding from enterprize to enter- 
prize, the hour approached in which the 
Duchefs would no longer be permitted to 
continue a refident of our lower world. She 
was at dinner when fhe received the intelli- 
gence of a fentencc refpeding the houfe near 

* By permiffion of the Emprefs, one of the Ruffian 
eftates purchafed by the Duchefs was called Cbudkigh ; 
and about ten miles from this place, flie built an Inn, 
for the reception and accommodation of ftrangers. 
Here, a liquor, which the Ruffians call <iuatkeq, wal 
fold. It is made from barley, mixed with certain plants, 
and, when diflilled, the fumes of it are of the moil 
intoxicating kind. The project of the Duchefs was, 
to have made the liquor on her own eftate, and to have 
Applied the Inn with it. The Ruffian names of hei 
territory are, Willa and A<»ff. 

Paris, 
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Paris, having been awarded againil her. The 
fudden communication of the news caul'ed 
an agitation of her whole frame. She flew 
into a violent paffion, and, in the agitation 
of her mind and body, fhe burft an inter- 
nal blood-veffel ; even this, however, fhe 
appeared to have furmounted, until a few 
days afterwards, on the morning of the 26th 
of Auguft ; when, about to rife from her 
bed, a fervant who had long been with her, 
endeavoured at difiuafion. The Duchefs 
addrefied her thus : " I am not very well, 
« but I will rife." On a remonftrance 
being attempted, fhe faid, " At your peril 
" difobey me ; I will j*et up, and walk 
" about the room. Ring for the Secretary 
" to aflift me." She was obeyed, drefled, 
and the Secretary entered the chamber. 
The Duchefs then walked about; com- 
plained of thirft, and faid, " I could drink 
«« a glafs of my fine Madeira, and eat a 
" flice of toafted bread. I fhall be quite 
" well afterwards ; but let it be a large glafs 
«' of wine." The attendant reluftantly 
brought, and the Duchefs drank the wine. 

' . She 
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She then faid, " I am perfectly recovered ; 
" I knew the Madeira would do me good. 
" My heart feels oddly. I will have ano- 
" ther glafs." The fervant here obferved, 
that fuch a quantity of wine, drank in the 
morning, might intoxicate rather than be- 
nefit. The Duchefs perfifted in her orders, 
and the fecond glafs of Madeira being pro- 
duced, flie drank that alfo, and pronounced 
herfelf to be charmingly indeed. She then 
walked a little about the room, and after- 
wards faid, " I will lay on the couch. I 
" can fleep, and after a fleep, I fhall be 
" entirely recovered." She fat on the 
couch, a female having hold of each hand. 
In this fituation, fhe foon appeared to have 
fallen into a found fleep, until the woman 
found her hands colder than ordinary -, an 
affright enfued ; other domeftics were rang 
for, and the Duchefs was found to have ex- 
pired, as the wearied labourer finks into 
the arms of reft. 

Thus died ELIZABETH CHUD- 

LEIGH, actually Countefs of Briftol, and, 

by the curtefy of foreign nations, ftyled 

H DUCHESS 






( 146 ) 
DUCHESS of KINGSTON. She was a 
woman, the leading features of whofe cha- 
racter are more difcoverable from a review 
of her conduct than from any delineation in 
the power of the pen to give. If fhe 
might be allowed to know herfelf, her own 
defcription of the mutability of her nature 
fhould pafs for the truth. Her words were 
thefe : " I fhould deteft myfelf, if I were 
" two hours in thejame temper." What fhe 
faid, fhe verified; for fhe was alternately 
changing from humour to humour. This 
inftability it was which, in the early part 
of life, occafioned her to be furrounded 
more with admirers, than friends; and from 
the hour of her conviction, to the moment 
of her death, fhe had not one friend at- 
tached to her from a principle of cordial 
cfteem. The Emprefs of RuiTia was much 
difpofed to favour her; but, after the no- 
velty of the meeting was over, there was 
even too much of famenefs in the interviews 
with her Majefty, to be endured. Thofe 
to whom the Duchefs fhewed any thing like 
fteadinefs, were companions of her own 

feleclion, 
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feleftion, and flie was ever fure to err moft. 
grofsly in her choice. Her benefits, and 
her friendfh.ips, were beftowed on the un- 
worthy. Of the latter afiertion, the fol- 
lowing anecdote is a proof: 

In one of her peregrinations, the Duch- 
efs met with a peribn, habited as a pilgrim. 
His figure was a good one. In his eye 
there was penetration, and in the whole of 
his countenance there was marked expref- 
fion. He was much inclined to cultivate 
an intimacy with the Duchefs ; but he ra- 
ther chofe to correfpond, than converfe with 
her. This arofe from a confcioufnefs of a 
brilliancy of ftyle of which he was mafter ; 
and, inftantly perceiving how open to flat- 
tery the lady was, he thought it could be 
more delicately conveyed in an epiftolary 
way. He carried his point- Left her 
Grace, when fhe ftrongly folicited him to 
remain with her. The correfpondence com- 
menced. The letters teemed with profef- 
fions of admiration of fo illuftrious a cha- 
rter as the Duchefs. She was more than 
wman ! The wonder of the age ! and dc- 
H 2 fcrving 
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ferving celebrity to the end of time ! This 
incenie was the more acceptable, becaule 
offered by a total ftranger. Her Grace be- 
came enamoured with the pilgrim, and, as 
there was fomething of myftery in his man- 
ner and garb, flie was felicitous to have 
the whole explained. This favour, how- 
ever, was denied, and the only thing which 
fhe could obtain was, an appointment to 
meet her at a future time. The correfpon- 
dence, in the interim, continued j and the 
letters were in the fame adulatory vein. 
The appointed time arrived j and the 
Duchefs, inftead of a Pilgrim, met an Abbe. 
It then became neceffary to throw the veil 
a little afide. The ftranger gave an ac- 
count of himfelf, and thus ran his ftory : 
That he was by birth an Albanian. Prince. 
That he had travelled through Europe, 
under different difguifes, and had only 
formed attachments with the mod exalted 
perfonages. At Berlin, Prince Henry of 
Pruffia had honoured him with his inti- 
macy; at Rome, moft of the Cardinals 
were his familiars ; their Neapolitan Ma- 

jefties 
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jefties particularly eftcemed him ; and with 
the Emperor of Germany, he was moft in- 
timate! This ftyle was the very thing. It 
operated like a charm. The name of the 
ilranger was required ; and he announced 
his travelling one to be " WORTA." 
Who Worta really was, the Duchcfs never 
inquired. She took it on truft that he was 
a very great man ; and as for his honcfty, 
it was a quality entirely out of the queftion. 
The diamond box was exhibited to Wor- 
ta, and he admired as the Duchefs di- 
rected. A ring of value was prefentrd 
him ; and he being a prince, it was deemed 
very gracious in him to accept it. At lair, 
the object in view was difclofed. Worta 
having fatisfied himfelf with the vifits he 
made to the different Courts of the reign- 
ing Powers, propofed returning to his own 
country ; and could his bed be honoured 
with a partner like the Duchefs, a fcene of 
connubial felicity would be completed. To 
this language the Duchefs liflened with in- 
finite pleafure; and, had there not been 
an infurmountable obfhcle, fhe actually 
II 3 would 
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would have given her hand and fortune to 
an adventurer. This Worta very lately 
committed, feveral forgeries in Holland, 
and being apprehended, he difpatched him- 
felf by a dole of poifbn *. 

As a contraft to this inftance of impof- 
ture, and credulity, there was a real Prince, 

* Worta, whoever he might be, was entitled to 
praife, as a man of talents. During the conteft be- 
tween Great Britain and America, he wrote feveral 
little pieces, in fupport of what he termed " The ho- 
" nourable caufe of let pauvret Americains" Befide 
this fubjedl, there is a fmall tract by Worta, en. 
titled, " L'Horofcofe Politique." In this he extols the 
character of Prince Henry of Pruffia, whom he ftyles 
his dear and intimate friend. There is alfo another 
fmall production, containing a felection of Poetic 
Pieces, profefTedly translated from a Turkifh author, 
but really written by Worta. His language, in. 
profe, is energetic in the extreme ; in poetry, it is 
mellifluous, and full of tendernefs. He had certainly 
itong feelings, and a very fuperior underftanding. To 
each of his publications, there is an engraving of him- 
felf prefixed, which is encircled by ftars, and rays, 
from a fmall reprefented fun, darting on the top of 
his head. He was, altogether,, a molt extraordinary 
character. 
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who' made rhe Duchefs an offer of his hand, 
and that after an attachment which had fub- 
fifted twenty years. On a vifit to the Court 
of Saxony, the Duchefs fi*ft met Prince 
Radzivil, an illuftrious perfonage, who 
had pretenfions to the Crown of Poland *. 
This high character lived in a ftyle of dig- 
nified fplendor, which excited the admira- 
tion of thofe who knew not the amount of 
his immenfe revenues. The Duchefs, 
(truck with the grandeur of his ftate, prac- 
tifed every ingratiating art which, might at- 
tract epeem. In this, {he proved fo fuc- 
cefsful, as to engage the heart of the 
Prince in her favour » This was all fhe 
wanted ; for, the confequences of the en- 
gagement were, magnificent prefents, and 
a correfpondence carried on, during a fuc- 
ceffion of years. When the Duchefs was 
about to make a fecond vifit to Peterf- 
burgh, propofing to travel thither by land, 
fhe fignified, in a letter to Prince Rad- 
zivil, her intention of taking his domi- 

* This illuftrious Pole is now living, and about 
fixty-five years of age. 
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nions in her route. The Prince, the force 
of whofe affection had not been abated by 
time, received the determination as an an- 
nouncement of his approaching happinefs. 
The place of meeting was fixed, and, as 
there was fomething Angularly romantic in 
the ftyle in which the interview was con- 
ducted, a defcription of it, as detailed by 
a foreign gentleman, who was of the party, 
may not prove unentertairiing to the reader. 
Berge, a village in a duchy belonging 
to Prince Radzivil, was afligned for the 
rendezvous. It is fnuated about forty miles 
from Riga. The Duchefs being there ar- 
rived, was waited on by an officer in the 
retinue of the Prince, who was commif- 
fioned to inform her Grace, that his mailer 
propofed to difpenfe with the ceremonials 
of rank, and vifit her as a friend. The 
next morning was the time fpecified for this 
vifit taking place. In the interim, the 
Duchefs was entreated to permit herfelf to 
be efcorted to an hotel, ten miles diftant, 
whither the Prince had difpatched his own 
cooks, and other attendants, to waic on her 
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Grace. The next morning, the vifit, with- 
out ceremony, took place, and thus was it 
conducted. Prince Radzivil came with 
forty carriages, each drawn by fix horfes ; 
and the different vehicles contained his 
nieces, the ladies of his principality, and 
other illuftrious characters. In addition 
to thefe, there were fix hundred horfes 
led in train, a thoufand dogs, and feveral 
boars - t a guard of Huffars completed the 
fuite. Such an affemblage, in a country 
furrounded by wood, gave an air of ro- 
mance to the interview, which was ftill 
more heightened by the manner in which 
the Prince contrived to amufe his female 
gueft. He made two feafts, and they were 
ordered in the following ftyle. The Prince 
had caufed a village to be erected, confirm- 
ing of forty houfes, all of wood, and fan- 
cifully decorated with leaves and branches. 
Thefe houfes formed a circle ; in the mid- 
dle of which, three fpacious rooms were 
erected, one for the Prince, a fecond. for his 
fuite, and the third for the repaft. Enter- 
ing the village, in the way to the rooms,. 
H 5 all 
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all the houfes were fhut, and the inhabi- 
tants appeared to have retired to reft. The 
entertainment, at the rooms, opened with 
fplendid fireworks, on an adjoining piece of 
water, and two veffels encountered each 
other in a mock engagement. The feaft 
fucceeded. — Every thing was ferved on 
plate, and fumptuous were the difhes. 
The Duchefs, who was fafcinated by a re- 
ception fo fuperb, entered with all the ex- 
hilaration of fpirits into the feftivity of the 
evening; and amufed the company with 
the following fong : 

" DANS mon petit reduit, 

" Je vis a mon aife, 
" Je n'ai qu'une table, et un lit, 

*' Un verre, et une chaife. 

" Mais je m'en fert chaque jour, 
" Pour carefler tour a tour, 
" Ma peinte et ma mie au guet, 
" Ma peinte et ma mie." 

The feaft being ended, Prikce Radzi- 

vil conduced the Duchefs to the village, 

the houfes of which were fhut before, and 

4 on 
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on a fudden they were converted into forty 
open {hops, brilliantly decorated,-., £nd con- 
taining the richeft commodities of different 
kinds. From thefe fhops the Prince fe- 
lected a variety of articles, and prefented 
them to the Duchefs* A magnificent to- 
paz, rings, boxes, trinkets of all defcrip- 
tions, compofed the gifts*. The company 
then returned to the rooms, which were 
thrown into one, and a ball was opened by 
Prince Radzivil and the Duchefs. The 
minuets and dances being concluded, the 
Gompany quitted the ball-room, and in aa 
inftant it was in a blaze ; eombuftible mat- 
ter having been previoufly difpofed through- 
out every part of the building. The peo- 
ple of the village were feen dancing round 
the fire. This entertainment, which is un- 
exaggerated in the defcription, was fup- 
pofed to have coft Prince Radzivil, at 
a moderate computation, five thoujand 
pounds* 

* The Duchefs, through life, had been accuftbmed 1 
to receive prefents ; and, a great part of her perfonal 
property was acquired in this manner. 

H 6 Hia 
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His Highnefs ended not here. At a 
country feat, ten miles from Niceiffuis, his 
favourite town, he gave a fecond feaft to the 
Duchefs. This feaft was followed by a 
boar hunt j for the purpofe of which, his 
dogs had been brought. The hunt was in 
a wood, at night. A regiment of Huffars, 
with lighted torches in their hands, formed 
a circle j within which were huntfmen, 
alfo with torches. The boar, thus fur- 
rounded by fire, was intimidated, and, af- 
ter the ufual fport, he fell a victim to- his 
purfuers. At this hunt attended a nume- 
rous party of the Polifti nobility. During 
fourteen days, the time of the Duchefs's. 
continuance with Prince Radzivil, fhe dined 
and flept in different houfes belonging to 
the Prince. As the retinue moved from 
place to place, they, on every third or 
fourth day, met a camp, formed of the 
Prince's own guard. Travelling at night 
from Niceiffuis, the roads were illuminated j. 
guards accompanied as efcorts, and, on the 
arrival of the Duchefs, at the different 
towns belonging to the duchy of the Prince, 

the 
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the magiftrates waited on her with their 
gratulations, and the cannon were fired. 
Here was transporting fatisfa&ion ! and yet, 
fuch was the oddity of the Duchefs, fo 
unique was fhe in character, mind, and 
feeling, that, at the moment of her being 
complimented with a feu de joye, (he only 
thus expreffed her fentiments of the princely 
treatment : " He may fire as much as he 
" pleafes, but he fhall not hit my mark !" 
Thefe were her own words ; the commen- 
tary on them is obvious. 

Befide this extraordinary difplay of mag- 
nificence, the Duchefs, during her refi- 
dence in Poland, had alfo the honour to be 
entertained by one of the firft characters 
in the theatre of the world. This was 
Count Oginski*; of whom the late 
King of Pruflia had fo exalted an opinion, 
that he difpatched a letter to him, with the 
following fuperfcribed orders : ,( This is to 
" be forwarded to the Ornament of Human 
f Nature!" Such a compliment, from a 

* Count Oginjki is now alive, and univerfally revered.. 

So 
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Sovereign who was not eafily miftaken in 
characters, muft have been highly flattering. 
But it did not exceed the merits of the 
Count; he was great, in every fenfe of 
the word. Befide being the munificent re- 
warder of talents, and the univerfal fuccourer 
of the diftreffed, his accomplifhments were 
of the moft endearing kind. At a concert 
which he gave the Duchefs, he performed 
on fix different inftruments. His eftablifh- 
ment for mufical entertainments coft him 
fifty thoujand ducats a year ; about twenty- 
five thoufand pounds of our money. He 
had a theatre, in which plays, in the Erench, 
German, and Polifh languages, were acled. 
Horfes he had from the remoteft countries ; 
one, which he fhewed the Duchefs, was 
brought him from Jerufalem. With Loui3 
the XVth he had lived on terms of inti- 
macy, refiding nine years at the Court of 
France. He painted inimitably ; and,, 
among other articles, the Duchefs faw a 
piece of his execution, which originated 
from the following incident : Louis the 
XVth and the Count were walking in « 

garden* 
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garden, and the French Monarch broke off 
a branch of an apple-tree, rn high blolTom,. 
and throwing it at the Count, he faid,. 
" Oginskf, you muft paint that for me." 
The Count obeyed ; and the demife of the 
King happening before the picture was fi- 
nilhed, it remained in the poffeffion of the 
Count. At the manfion of this Nobleman, 
the Duchefs continued a few daysj and 
Prince Radzivil accompanying her there, 
an emulation feemed to prevail who moft 
fcould fliew her a marked attention*. She 

was, 

* For the uncommon kindnefs (hewn the Duchefs by 
Prince Radzivil, (he profejjed the greater! gratitude. 
A patriarchal age of thankfulnefs would not be long 
enough to difcharge the obligation ! At Peterfburgh, 
an opportunity occurred of making a partial return for 
the favours received. It was as follows : 

A favourite niece of Prince Radzivil married an, 
officer in the Ruffian fervice, with whom (he had fallen 
in love. To obtain his promotion in the army, the 
happy pair (for the happinefs of reciprocal afFeftion 
was their lot) went to Peterfburgh, and there the huf- 
band loft, at play, about feven thoufand pounds, one 
thoufand of which he paid ; but, diftrefied for the re- 
mainder of the fum, the niece of Prince Radxivil fo- 

licited 
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was, however, fhackled, as it were, in mind. 
There was famenefs even in princely fplen- 
dor; and famenefs to her was ever difgufting. 
An Aventurier, like Worta, could have 
fucceeded, where a Prince like Radzivil 
failed of his point *. The one was a fixed, 

licited the Duchefs for a loan to the amount ; which 
fhe absolutely refufed, pleading diftrefs; although Ihe 
abounded in money, and was in high credit. 

• la fo heterogeneous a character as that of the lady 
who is the fubject of this detail, iris difficult to dif- 
criminate the propenfities, and pronounce how far they 
are influenced By any genuine motive, orpalfion. The 
Duchefs had an apparent attachment to a PplilhBilhop, 
the Bijhop of Wilna. She alfo, when at Rome, difco. 
vered fomething more than friendlhip for the Patriarch 
of Jim/alem. The Bifhop of Wilna firft faw the 
Duchefs at Rome. He is a moll amiable character ; 
but perhaps it was more the vanity of inconfiftency, 
than any real affection, which actuated the Duchefs in 
her apparent tendernefs. To contemn the offers of 
Prince ReJzi-vil, whom Ihe aftually might have mar- 
ried, and have had the lofs of her fortune abundantly 
compensated, and to defire an union where it could 
not be obtained; was that (pedes of contrariety, which 
diftinguifhed this lady through life. Perhaps, (he is 
the firft Englilhwoman who ever went to Jcrufalem for 
a lover ! 

the 
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the other an eccentric charater; and ec- 
centricity, in every variation of form or ac- 
tion, accorded mod forcibly with her feel- 
ings. 

The actuating influence of this eccentri- 
city it was, which too generally contaminated 
the benefits of the Duchefs, by mifdirect- 
ing them to the moft worthlefs objects. 
Thus, in the enumeration of her purfe- 
leeches, we find that human blood-fucker, 
Major Semple, whom fae liberated from 
Calais prifon ; and it was termed, by the un- 
difcerning, an act of generofity. But, the 
facl: is, that the Duchefs, hearing of the 
confinement of the man, declared, in a 
moment, that fhe would contrive to have 
him releafed ; and the method fhe propofed 
was, to bribe the prifon guards, faw the 
iron bars of the window of his room, and 
thus effect an efcape. This ftratagem bufied 
the Duchefs for a week ; the creditors of 
Semtle all the time fuppofing that her 
Grace was calculating the amount of their 
demands, in order to difcharge them. The 
project of an efcape being defeated, the 

Duchefs 
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Duchefs found herfelf to be Co embarrafied 
in the bufinefs, that flie was compelled to 
do fomething to gratify the expectations 
which her officious interference had raifed. 
A trifle was divided among the creditors, 
and Mr. Semple was (hipped for England, 
to profecute his depredations on the honelt 
part of the community. 

Of the qualities of the Duchefs of 
Kingfton, a kind of mafculine courage 
feemed the mod predominant. She had 
always a brace of loaded piftols by the fide 
of her bed ; and her injunctions to her fe- 
male domeftics were, never to enter her 
chamber unlefs the bell rang, as, by fudden 
furprife fhe might be induced to fire at them. 
This fhe moft tinqueftionably would have 
done. In her travelling carriage there 
were fire-arms, and once, on her route to 
Peterfburgh, fhe difcharged a cafe of piftols 
at a party fuppofed to have inimical defigns. 
This heroifm, fo uncommon in the female 
breaft, was inherited by the Duchefs, for, 
her mother, who once refided at Chellea, 
walked thither each evening from London, 

with 
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with a brace of piftols in her pocket, as, 
the means of" her defence. 

It was this kind of courage, rather than 
real magnanimity, which fupported the 
Duchefs under a variety of fufferings. 
Pending her trial in the Houfe of Peers, 
her ferocity of ipirit broke forth whenever 
fhe withdrew from the bar ; and, the mo- 
ment when her conviction was announced, 
the idea of keeping pofTefiion of her pro- 
perty by force, occurred to her mind. 
Scarcely had the Chancellor concluded his 
information of her having been adjudged 
guilty by her Peers, than fhe turned to Mr. 
Glover, and faid, " You hear that I am 
" convicted j there are blunderbuffes and 
" piftols at Kingfton Houfe ; go there di- 
" redly ; turn all the fervants out of doors, 
" and keep pofTefiion of the houfe, for me, 
" by force." Thus a conviction, under 
which others would have funk, but little 
affected the mind of the Lady who is the 
fubject of this detail ; her title, more than 
her character, engrofTed her attention. Her 
domeftics were ftruck with the abfurdity of 

con- 
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continuing the fti'e after her conviction, 
which they had ufed before that event. 
They accordingly requefted to be informed, 
how her Grace chofe to be defignated by 
them ? Her anfwerwas ; " Call me Duchess 
" cf Kingston, to be Jure" 

As in life, fo in death, this lady was ec- 
centric. The day before her demife fhe 
ate a brace of partridges, and fome other 
game ; fhe expired having fcareely fwal- 
lowed two large bumpers of Madeira. Ex- 
cept an attack at Peterfburgh, when an epi- 
demic difeafe prevailed, and the fever with 
which fhe was feized on her return from 
Rome to meet her trial, fhe experienced 
not an illnefs of a day. The method fhe 
took to preferve health, was that of braving 
every element. The fevereft cold neither 
impeded her journey, nor difcompofed her 
feelings. Fires, in her apartments, were 
rather in conformity to eftablifhed ulkge, 
than as neceflaries for herfelf ; and, as a 
proof of her exemption from all medical 
rule, fhe almoft totally reverfed order in 
every thing. Late fhe retired to reft ; early 

fhe 
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flie arofe. For a flight indication of the 
gour, fhe inftantly plunged her feet in cold 
water ; and phlebotomy, whether proper or 
not, was the univerfal recipe to which, on 
every indication of malady, (he reforted. 

Living, as did the Duchefs in the early 
period of her life, within the Court circle, 
her exterior manners had a polifh, and her 
aftions, when fhe choie it, a grace. When 
the funfhine of good humour exhilarated 
her fpirits, there was brilliancy in every 
thing fhe did ; bur, as fhe could be fafci- 
nating, the reverie was too much in her 
power, and too frequently in her inclination. 
Viewed fuperficially, and, by a tranfient 
acquaintance, fhe appeared irrefiftibly at- 
tractive j an intimacy diflblved the charm, 
and even her moft partial admirers could 
only feel a pity, that the powers of emi- 
nently pleafing, fhould not be united with 
internal worth. This deficiency it was 
which rendered her promifes not to be re- 
lied on. They were merely thrown out as 
lures, without any ferious intention of ever 
performing them. Hence, her friends, as 

fhe 



( 166 ) 

me termed them, were changed like her 
garments j and the only permanent attach- 
ments fhehad, were tothofe whomfhefeldom 
law. It ferved her for an amufement, on a 
iourney, to dictate letters to former acquaint- 
ances j and whether they lived in Saxony, 
Pruffia, Poland, Peterfburgh, Italy, or 
England, they were all complimented as 
being the exclufive engrofTers of her efteem. 
On her trial ending, (he inftantly dictated 
two letters, the one to his Prufiian Majefty, 
the other to the Emprefs of Ruffia. In 
both thefe epiftles, the Sovereigns to whom 
they were addreffed, were her " deareji 
" friends, on whom alone foe relied, under 
" God, ■ for confolation in her afflictions. 
" She was Overwhelmed, like poor David, 
" by troubles, but there were Princes gra- 
" cioufly inclined alfo, like David, to fuc- 
*' cour the opprejfed !" This was to excite 
pity. Frederic, in return, offered Berlin 
as an afylum, and intimation was given, 
by the Piuffian Minifter, " That her pro- 
" perty, if tranfmitted to the capital of his 
<c mailer's dominions, would be perfectly 

" fecure." 
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« fecure." Probably flie thought that this 
would be too literally the cafe ; for, after 
receiving the intimation, and expreffing her 
very grateful fenfe of the favour, fhe thus 
exprefled herfelf to an Englifh friend; « the 
" King of Pruffia is dcvili/hly clever, but I 
« fhall not truft him." For her Imperial 
Majefty, the Duchefs affected the greateft 
predilection. If fhe really had any, fame- 
nefs of fex, and other according principles, 
might be the caufe. 

Profufe as the Duchefs was in promifes, 
they naturally occafioned her to be fur- 
rounded with expectants. Thefe fhe always 
difgufted by difappointing them, and they 
either became enemies, or indifferents. 
Thofe whom fhe actually benefited, could 
not cordially efteem her, there being too 
frequently fomething intermingled with 
the favours conferred, to render it more 
than fufpicious that they were not the genu- 
ine emanations of a liberal mind. The 
brother of Sir George Shuckburgh her 
Grace had adopted. The naval line he chofe 
to purfue. Becoming a Lieutenant, it fell 
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to his lot, by what is termed the " fortune 
" of war" to be taken a prifoner in the 
action with Paul Jones. The confine- 
ment, and other circumftances, confpiring, 
occafioned an illnefs, which terminated in a 
dropfy. Recovering fufficiently to under- 
take the journey, he paid the Duchefs a 
vifit at Calais. She received him very cor- 
dially j introduced him to the French offi- 
cers as a prodigy of courage ; took care to 
have it known that he was a younger bro- 
ther, without any fortune, and whofe de- 
pendence was on her only. His illnefs was 
next deplored, and the means of an effectual 
recovery were deliberated on. The air 
near Calais was thought more falutary than 
that in the town ; the Duchefs, therefore, 
propofed it to Mr. Shuckburgh to have 
an apartment prepared for his immediate re- 
ception. He confented, and was conveyed 
to the houfe which her Grace had fele&ed 
for his accommodation. The reader will 
judge of his feelings, when he is informed, 
that the carriage abfolutely flopped at an 
Hospital ! and the deflgnated apartment 

was 
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wis a fmall room, the walls of which were 
plaftered. A female nurfe was to have 
been the only attendant : and the Duchefs, 
who had a peculiar turn for amplification, 
enumerated the advantages of the fituation 
to each of her vifitants. Mr. Shuckburgh 
was fo affected, that it became his only con- 
fideration how he might frame fome plau- 
fible excufe to return to England. He ef- 
fected his purpofe by getting a friend to 
write to him, and prefs it as a matter of 
moment to his profefiional intereft, to pre- 
fent himfelf, as foon as pofiible, at the Ad- 
miralty. 

This mode of providing for the cure of 
an invalid was not more fingular than the 
manner which the Duchefs took to promote 
the fortunes of her friends in health. Two 
inftances, out of a thoufand choice ones, 
(hall fuffice. 

The eldeft fon of the Prefident Cocove 
had been fele&ed by the Duchefs to accom- 
pany her to Rome. He had borne a com- 
miflion in the guards of the French Mo- 
narch. On the journey to and from Rome 
I he 
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he was every thing that reipeclful atten- 
tion could di&ate. The Duchefs profefTed 
the greateft fenfibility of his kindnefs, 
called him her fon, and promifed to advance 
his fortune. He afterwards accompanied 
her Grace to Peterfburgh, and, at the ex- 
piration of feven years attendance, the 
Duchefs one morning thus addrefied him : 
" Cocove, my fortune I only prize as it 
u gives me the opportunity of making others 
" happy. I love you as a Jon, and I will 
" put twenty thou/and pounds in your 
" pocket ! That, I think, fhould content 
" you."— Mr. Cocove replied, " It moft 
" affuredly would ;" and he only wifhed to 
know the means of acquiring fuch a fum. 
The Duchefs explained herfelf thus : " I 
" will write to Vergennes, my friend, and 
" get him to obtain for you a confiderable 
" grant of land between Calais and Dunkirk. 
" It is a foil fit for the growth of Scotch 
*' firs. I will be at the expence -of planting, 
" and, in about thirty- or forty years, 
" the plantation will produce a fortune." 
Here was generofity with a vengeance! 

Hope 
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Hope was firft artfully raifed by the hand 
of flattery, then unfeelingly depreffed by 
that of difappointment. 

The filler of the gentleman thus treated 
is thefecond inftance intended to be adduced. 
She was married, and had a numerous ofl> 
ipring. The Duchefs; requefted this lady 
to be of her party to Peterfburgh, which 
was confidcred by her Grace merely as an 
cxcurfion from London to Hampton Court. 
The 'hufband hefitated, for he loved his 
children ; the wife required a little time to 
confider, for fhe dreaded the inclemency of 
the northern elements. At laft feelings 
yielded to promifes, and the invitation was 
accepted. The Duchefs, and her female 
friend, as fhe then termed her, fet out for 
Peterfburgh. Arriving there, the duttility 
of difpofition and engaging manners, be- 
fore afTumed, were all laid afide, and na- 
ture appeared in her genuine colours. 
Under a pretence of guarding the honour of 
the lady, the Duchefs, as the converfator 
of her connubial chaftity, had her locked 
I 2 UP 
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•up for forty-one days, and would have pro- 
longed her incarceration, had fhe not con- 
trived the means of efcaping to the French 
Ambafiador, from whom fhe obtained mo- 
ney to defray the expence of her return to 
her native country. This lady only accom- 
panied the Duchefs on the faith of her pro- 
mifes to make her and her family happy du- 
ring the remainder of their lives. It was 
thus with almoft every perfon to whom fhe 
flood engaged by any folemn pledge of 
her honour. Is it furpwfing that fhe fhould 
have lived and died without friends to fo- 
lace and lament her ? 

Some of the habits of the Duchefs have 
been before alluded to. They were all, 
when a purpofe was not to be anfwered, 
tinder the dictation of the moment of feeling. 
That which would have ftartled others, 
gratified, rather than incommoded, her 
Grace. What appetite required fhe in- 
dulged, and vain were contrary remon- 
firances. In the little of difeafe which fhe ex- 
perienced, the recommendation of phyfi- 
cians was difregarded. Sir Clifton Win- 

tringham 
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trirrgham once ftrongly requefted the 
Duchefs to live a little more abftemioufly. 
It was in the afternoon, and fhe patiently 
endured hi:n. The evening paffed with a 
fymptomatic fever, and, at three o'clock 
in the morning after his advice, fhe called 
him a fool, faid, " The ftomach was made 
" to be filled," and ordered a capon to be 
roafted for her fupper. Previous to her 
trial fhe fwallowed ftrong emetics, for the 
purpofe of realizing an illnefs which fhe 
had affumed j when thepurpofewasanfwered, 
fhe ate heartily, and laughed at the de- 
ception. 

External delicacy is fuppofed to be pe- 
culiarly annexed, as an- habit, to a certain 
rank in life. The Duchefs was indifputably 
entitled to elevated rank ; but, many of 
her habits were fuch as would caufe the 
vulgar to blufh, from their not having been 
initiated in the myfteries of fafhionable 
breeding. If at table, and with company, 
the Duchefs happened accidentally to fwallow 
a tainted oyller, with the utmolr. coolnefs 
fhe called for a receiver, threw it off her 
I 3 ftomach,. 
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ftomach, and pioufly thanked her Maker 
for being fo much better. 

Her idea, like that of Doctor Last, 
was to get rid of an enemy by every pofii- 
ble evacuation. Even time, place, or 
convenience, were not confidered, if the 
enemy were prefiing. An inftance of this 
occurred at Peterfburgh; which gave rife 
to lampoons in every houfe in that capital. 
The Duchefs flopped, one morning at the 
fliop of a cabinet-maker, to look, as was 
her cuftom, at the various articles he had 
for fale. In a particular apartment there 
was a piece of furniture, commodious for 
the purpofe her Grace wanted ; flie fent the 
matter of the fhop on a frivolous commif- 
fion, and paid her devoirs as nature directed: 
on his return, all things were, as he left 
them, in a covered ftate, and the Duchefs 
retired with a promife to honor him with 
her favors at a future time. It was the 
feafon of fummer, when exhalations are 
powerful, and the cabinet-maker had the- 
fenfe of fmelling in perfection. He traced 
the effect to the proper caufe, and he 
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waited on the Duchefs to inform her, trsaf . 
fhe had fo damaged the piece of furniture as 
to induce him to hope fhe would purchafe it. 
This fhe refufed, and the refufal induced 
him, out of revenge, to difcover the cir- 
cumftance. It circulated through Peterf- 
burgh, and reached the ears of the Em~ 
prefs, who laughed moft heartily at the 
tranfaftion ; of which the Duchefs being 
apprifed, fhe fent for the cabinet-maker, 
and paid him the price which he demanded 
for the utenfiL 

Habits, manners,, and principles, com- 
pofe the fum of life, and render the fubject 
of them eftimable or obnoxious. In whac 
point of view the Duchefs of Kingfton \v;..> 
lately beheld, and is now confidered, may 
be known by her living almoft friendlefs, 
and dying unregretted. The rights of fe- 
pulture are withheld her ; for fhe, at this 
moment lieth an outcaft, fufpended between 
Earth and Heaven. Not a relative anxious 
for her honourable interment; not an exe- 
cutor difinterefted enough to have her re- 
mains oblivioned by the duft ; not a tear 
L 4 fhed* 
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flied on account of her departure; not 
an heart affecled by her lofs. The few en- 
quiries made, are directed folely to the na- 
ture of her will ; and the ftruggle is, not 
about the refpedt to her memory, but 
the divifion of her property. That it was 
immenfe, notwithstanding artful reports to 
the contrary, the bequefts, in the form of 
teftamental papers, will evince. Thofe 
teftamental papers, with fome elucidatory 
notes, are here fubjoined. The reader, in 
perufing them, if a female, fhould not be 
dazzled by an inventory of fplendid pro- 
perty ; me mould rather be taught to dif- 
dain poflfeffions, improperly acquired, when 
Ihe perceives a character, like the Duchess 
of Kingston, through life abounding, yet 
poor amidft abundance; and, although 
conftantly in the purfuit of happinefs, to 
the laft dettitute of that internal peace, 
which virtue and religion only can impart. 
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Printed literally and verbally from, the 
Original.. 

TRANSLATED from the French.. 

iftPiece TESTAMENT of her Grace 
(her HighnefsJ the Duchefs of 
Kingfton made the 7th day of Oc- 
tober, 1786. 

Within the cover is written 

Land called the or the * 

ad Piece THIS is the laft will and tef- 
tament of me the mod noble Eli- 
zabeth Duchefs of Kingfton in; 
England Countefs of Warth in the 
Electorate of Bavaria and Duchefs. 
of Kingfton in Ruffia daughter o£ 
the late ColonelThomasChudleigh. 

• What is meant by this prefatory fentence, is im- 
poflible to conjecture. Nor can it be otherwife re- 
conciled, than by remarking, that as the whole of the 
will is a jumble of inconfiftencies, the introduction is 
of a piece with the reft. 
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of Hall in the parifh of Harford 
in the eounty of Devon and of his 
wife Harriet daughter of 
Chudleigh Efq. of Chalmington 
in the county of Dorfet : which I 
make in manner following 
Viz' 
I give leave and bequeath all that houfe 
and land fituate at Knightfbridge in the 
parifh of Saint Margaret Weftminfter 
called Kingfton Houfe together with 
the Gardens and all the Fields purchafed 
of Mr. Swinhoe with all the appurte- 
A* nances unto 

his heirs and afligns for the perpetual ufe 
of the faid A his heirs 

and affigns and all that piece of land and 
field called Dairy Fields which is held on 
a long leafeofMr. Swinhoe whereof there 

* This bequeft to Mr. " A," is a very handfome 
one,- and it is a pity that alphahetical gentleman, as 
well as his near relation, Mr. " B," fliould have fo 
eflentially ill treated the Duchefs, as to induce her, 
as fhe afterwards doth, to transfer her bounty to per- 
sons more deferving. , 

are 
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are already thirty years expired unto the-' 
faid A his executors admi- 

niftrators and afligns for all the remainder 
of the term yet to come and unexpired, 
and all other lands and tenements -fituate- 
near the faid houfe and the eftate thereun- 
to belonging and not otherwife difpofed. 
of by this prefent aft unto the faid A> 

his adminiftrators and ailigns he 
and they paying out of the revenue there- 
of to Margaret Cramont daughter of/ 
Captain Cramont formerly one of Aid 
de Camp of General Oglethorpe aa an- 
nual rent of one hundred pounds during 
her life with which I hereby charge the - 
faid houfe land and eftate and I giye her 
the fame power of entry and feifin in 
cafe of non-payment for fix months' as is 
cuftomary with refpecl to common rent: 
charges bequeathed on real eftates j the 
ftrft fix months payment to be made on; 
the firft quarter day on which. rents are. 
ufually paid which (hall happen imme- 
diately after my deceafe. 

I.give leaveand bequeath the,two fields •• 
I 6> osrr 
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or pieces ofland fituate between the land 
called the Duke of Rutland's land and the 

B garden belonging to Kingfton Houfe 
unto his heirs and affigns 

for the perpetual ufe of the faid B 
his heirs and affigns 
I give leave and bequeath all the field 
or piece of land one part whereof is a 
kitchen garden fituate between Kingfton 
Houfe and a houfe or farm and land now 

L ufed as a boarding-fchool unto 

his heirs and affigns for the perpetual ufe 
of the faid L, bis heirs an.l 

afligns And I give and bequeath all the 
furniture pi&ures china houfehold linen 
fire- arms kitchen and garden copper uten- 
fils and other things belonging to the faid 
houfe kitchen garden ftables coach- 
houfes and other buildings unto the faid 

A. his executors adminiftrators 

and affigns unto whom I have given the 
-iaid houfe. 

I give leave and bequeath all that ca- 
pital houfe hen-houfes farm and domain 
ground and other lands meadows and 
4 pafture 
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pafture grounds called Hallfituate ii» 
the parifh of Harford in the county of 
Devon and all thofe houfes lands and 
farms with their appurtenances called. 
Luks Landford Barn and Dards Tene- 
ments in the faid parifh of Harford,, 
containing one hundred and twenty acres, 
of land or thereabouts with their ap- 
purtenances and dependencies and the 
ruined cottage and meadow called Od- 
dacombe Meadow containing one acres 
of land and two other cottages houfes 
places and gardens with their dependen- 
cies formerly in the pofleffion of John, 
Worth or his tenant, one other cottage 
garden and inclofure in the pofleffion of 
Thomas Pierce and likewife one moiety 
of the Lordfhip of Harford and a 
moiety of the right of patronage of the 
parifh church of Harford and of the 
Marih called Harford Marfh and alt 
the other Eftates now in my poffeffion 
in the county of Devon with all the ap- 
purtenances and appendages (fubjeft to 
an annual payment of fifty pounds from 
me to Mrs. Mafon during her life who 

has 
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Has lived in my houfe called Hall in. 
different circumftances and has received 
the faid rent-charge for feveral years 
and which is ftill paid to her and for 
which I charge my eftates in the county 
of Devon and give to her the fame 
power to be paid in the fame manner as 
I'have directed for the rent-charge herein, 
above given to Margaret Cramond) un- 
to Sir George Shuckburgh Baronet 
Sir Richard Heron and George Payne 
of Brooklands in the county of Surry 
Efq. their heirs and afiigns with power 
to transfer the fame to the ufe of 

during his life and after his deceafe 
to the ufe of the firft fecond and other 
fons fucceffively of the faid in the 

male line and in default of male heirs of 
the faid C or in cafe of there being 

any they mould happen to die before the 
age of twenty one years then to the ufe of 
during his life and after his 
deceafe to the ufe of the firft fecond or 
any other fon of the faid P 
fucceffively in the male line and in default 
of maleiffueofthelaidP' orincafe 

there 
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there fhould be any and that they fhould 
happen to die before the age of twenty 
one years then to the ufe of the Revd. 
John Penrofe Clerk of Fieidborough in 
the county of Nottingham during his 
life and after his deceaft: for the ufe of 
the firft fecond and every other male 
child of the faid John Penrofe fuccef- 
fively and in default of male iffue of 
the faid John Penrofe or in cafe there 
fhould be any and that they fhould 
happen to die before the age" of twenty- 
one years then to tire ufe of the Revd. 
John Donifthorne of Corkney in the 
faid county of Nottingham his heirs 
and afligns and I do hereby order that 
all and every perfon or perfons unto 
whom I have bequeathed my faid eftates 
in the county of Devon* (hall be obli- 
ged to take the furname and arms of 
Chudleigh as foon as they fhall have 
taken pofleffion thereof and in default 
of conforming themfelves thereto, the 

* Thefe faid trtates in the county of Devoaamount, 
in the annual income, to about a*« hundred founds ayear. 

perfon 
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perfon remaining neareft mall be at li- 
berty to take pofifeflion of the faid eftate 
and to enjoy the fame as if the perfon 
refufing was dead I do alfo order that 
truftees be appointed in fuch place 
as Ihall be thought neceflary to preferve 
the contingent remainder, with power 
to the perfon in poffeffion or the guar- 
dians of the children who lhall have a 
right to the eftate when they fhall have 
attained the age of twenty one years to. 
leafe die fame And I hereby give and, 
bequeath all the furniture plate pictures 
china looking glaffes linen, fire arms, 
carriages waggons houfehold utenfils 
garden tools horfes horned cattle annuity 
and all other things belonging to the 
houfes park land gardens baths and ap- 
purtenances at Thorelby Holm Piere- 
point and all the other houfes lately be- 
longing to his Grace the Duke of King- 
fton deceafed in the county of Notting- 
ham or any odier part of England (the 
county of Middlefex only excepted) 
unto die faid Sir George Shuckburgh 

SLr- 
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Sir Richard Heron and George Paine 
their executors adminiftrators andaffigns 
on condition of having them valued and 
eftimated by two indifferent perfons of 
the greateft fkill and experience accord- 
ing to their different forts and qualities 
and to offer them firft to Charles Mea- 
dows of Efq. if he will 
make a purchafe thereof at the price of 
the valuation and pay the amount thereof 
in five equal annual portions but if he 
refufes to accept of it, it fhall then be 
publicly fold by the faid truftees, their 
executors adminiftrators and affigns, and 
the monies arifing therefrom fhall be re- 
ceived and retained by them ; and if the 
furniture and other things produce the 
fum of fifteen thoufand pounds or more 
this fum of fifteen thoufand pounds fhall 
be paid to Eve] in Philip Meadows, 
Efquire* of Chaillot near Paris and the 

furplus. 

• Thefe are the chattels bequeathed her by his Grace 
of Kingfton, which, as her perfonal property, will of 
sourfe, occafion a conteft on the part of the next -of kin. 

The 
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furplus be advanced by the faid S:r 
George Shuckburgh Sir Richard Heron 
and George Payne their executors ad- 
miniftrators and afligns on Government 
fecurky the intereft to be paid to the faid 
Evelin Philip Meadows during his life 
and after his deceafe the principal- fhall 
be divided equally among his children 
with benefit of fui vivorfhip until twenty 
one years and the provifion for their 
maintenance fhall be taken in the ufual 
manner out of the interefts of the faid 
fecurities but if the faid Evelyn Philip 
Meadows fhould not leave any childrea 
it mall be paid and applied to the benefit 
of the children of the faid Charles 
Meadows, his eldeft fon excepted, 
equally with benefit of furvivorlhip and 
the ufual adminiftration for the main- 

The pretentions of E-vtlyn Meadows to this bequeft, are, 
to fuch a character as the Duchefs, the bed founded 
imaginable. He difcraad her by a profecution, which 
finally exiled her. Like Charles the Second, (he pro- 
vided for enemies, leaving her friends to confole them- 
iblv.es with the love of her good qualities. 

tenance- 
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trainee of them as ordered with refpect 
to the children of the laid Evelyn Philip 
Meadows. But if the whole does not 
produce fifteen thoufand pounds then 
the total (hall be paid to the faid Evelyn 
Philip Meadows and if it ihould fo hap- 
pen that the faid Evelyn Philip Meadows 
fliould die before me, then the faid 
produce fhall be paid unto and divided 
amongft his children if more than one 
with the ufual provifion for their main- 
tenance as herein before mentioned and 
if he leaves only one child the faid 
produce fhall be given to fuch child 
and if he Ihould die without heirs it 
fhall then be paid to the children of the 
faid Charles Meadows, his eldeft fon ex- 
cepted, in the fame manner as to thofe 
of the faid Evelyn Philip Meadows. 
And I alfo give and bequeath unto faid 
Charles Meadows all the communion plate 
which belonged to the chapel of Tho- 
refby and which were taken away with 
the other vefTels and lent by mijlake to 

St. 
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St. Peter/burgh in Ruffia*, and my- 
gold defert plate with the cafe of kn.ves 
forks and fpoons of gold and four golden 
fait cellars all engraved with the arms 
©f Kingfton and alfo one large fak 
cellar called Queen Elizabeth's fait cel- 
lar together with all my other gold and 
gilt plate whatfoever, either for ufe or 
ornament and likewife the following 
plate viz. one large ciftern with orna- 
ments weighing 3606 ounces two large 
filver veffels to put wine in with their 
pedeftals and appurtenances one large 
cover one middle piece weighing 632 oz. 
5dwts. two large tureens with covers 
weighing 134,2 oz. 5dwts. and their 

* To flrip a chapel of the Communion plate, and 
pretend that the facramental veffels could be fent from 
Nottinghamjhire to RuJJta by mistake, is adding zlit 
to facrileg e. If it were poflible that the Communion 
flate were fent to Peterlburgh, by mijiake, how came it 
not to be returned when the mijiake was discovered ? It 
is Shocking to confider to what length the/a/? of avarice 
can impel the human mind. A chapel may be robbed, 
and the impiety of the deed may be termed a mijiake. 

dilhes ; 
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diihes ; two tureens with handles weigh- 
ing 592 oz. 10 dt. — Two corner tureens 
weighing together 650 oz. 17 dt. two 
foup diflies weighing 171 oz; 19 dt, 
four ice pails weighing together 252 oz. 
1 j dt. two large cups weighing together 
266 oz. 5 dt. two cups weighing 158 oz. 
10 dt. fix cups weighing together 278 oz. 
8 dt. fix cups weighing together 188 oz, 
8 dt. two cups weighing 44 oz. 14 dr. 
two cups weighing 71 oz. 16 dt. four 
cups weighing 70 oz. 16 dt. eight cups 
plain round weighing 234 oz. 6dt. eight 
deep round cups weighing 1840Z. four 
corner cups weighing 76 oz. 4dt. fix 
fauce boats weighing 1280Z. 19 dt. five 
dozen of plain plates weighing 1441 oz. 
14 dt. and fix dozen of wrought plates 
weighing 1437 oz. 13 dt. * — And I alfo 

•This fpecilication of valuable articles is aftonifti- 
'ing ; and Hill more aftonifrsing is the current language 
of one, at lealt, of the Executors, that the Duchefj 
died impoverifhed. How far a mixture of /elf- interefi 
may caufe fuch reports to be propagated, is matter of 
tonfideration for the relatives. 

give 



( 19° ) 

give him my nine dozen of Moco 
handle knives and forks mounted in 
gold which I bought at Rome and like- 
wife the whole length portrates of the 
late Duke of Kingfton and of the pre- 
fent Du chefs of Kingfton to be put up 
at Thorefby which as well as all the 
plates fhall be reputed as an heir loom 
of the faid houfe ; and I alfo give him 
the feveral pieces of cannon and the fhips 
and veflel on Thorefby Lake all the 
copper fountains locks bolts bars bells— 
and all other furniture in and about the 
houfes gardens ftables and houfes there- 
unto belonging to be reputed as appen- 
dages of the faid houfe and I give and be- 
queath to Mrs. Meadows wife of the 
faid Charles Meadows all my gold fil- 
lagree work plate toilette furniture to- 
gether with all the ancient enamelled or- 
naments thereto belonging and all the 
cabinets and other pieces of japan ware 
all the gold and gilt plate and japan 
ware, are. now at St. Petersburg, alfo 
my pearl necklace confiding of 

of 
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<©f pearls with two drop pearls in die 
fhape of pears fining at the two ends of 
the necklace and which belonged here- 
tofore to the family of Kingfton And 
I order that all the plate and the pearl 
necklace hereabove mentioned and 
given to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mea- 
dows as aforefaid fhall be carried and 
placed at Thorefby and that they fhall 
enjoy the fame for ever together with 
the houfe as an heir loom. 

I give leave and bequeath my houfe 
fituate at Montmartre or in any other 
place at or near Paris in the kingdom 
of France with the gardens and appur- 
tenances unto Me firs. Girardot and 
Haller bankers at Paris on condition 
of their filling the fame and paying out 
of the money arifing therefrom to the 
Abbe Fillatree now at the Prince Car- 
dinal of Rohan's one thoufand Louis- 
d'ors unto the faid Mr. Haller fix hun- 
dred Louis-d'ors to purchafe a pair of 
diamond fhoe buckles to Madam de 
Grofs at Paris one thoufand Louis-d'ors 

to 
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to Mr. l'Ekoufe of Paris five hundred 
Louis-d'ors to Mr. Becketde Moyceque 
of Calais fecond ion of the late Prefi- 
dent Cocove * one thoufand Louis d'ors 
and to pay to my truftees five hundred 
Louis-d'ors to be placed out at intereft 
and pay the income to Madamoifelle 
Cafferiere a young lady of Calais — Sifter 
of the late Mr. Cafferiere of the Cuftom- 
houfe during her life and after her de- 
ceafe to pay the principal to the faid 
Mr. Becket de Moyceque of Calais to 
purchafe an annual rent of one hundred 
Louis d'ors for ever for the benefit of 
the two fchools at Calais for the educa- 
tion of all the children which fhall be 
brought there for inftruclion according 
to the rules of thofe fchools newly efta- 
blilhed and the rent to be paid one half 
each to each of the faid fchools, the re- 
ceipts of the fix brothers of the boys 
fchool and of the fix filters of the girls 

* The eldeft fon, who travelled with the Duchefs to 
Rome, Peterfburgh, and other places, is commended 
by her good wifties, to the care of Heaven. 

■ fchool 
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fchool fhall be a fufficient difchar»c 
and to employ * a fufficient fum for 
building a prifon for the prifoners of war 
and thofe for debt in order to keep them 
feparate from the criminals; and if 
there fhould remain any money over and 
above thefe difpofals they fhall employ 
a fufficient quantity for the building of 
a water mill in af convenient place 
in the town of Calais for the ufe and 
benefit of the public (as at certain times 
when the wind fails the poor are liable 
to be without bread) which fhall grind 
gratis for the poor on Mondays Wed- 
nefdays and Fridays under the infpec- 
tion and direction of the mayor of the 

• This idea of erefting a feparate prifon for the 
debtors, was fuggefted to the Duchefs by Major Semfle, 
who Hated it to have been his principal fufterance, to 
have had his feelings wounded, by being liable to mix 
with rogues. 

+ This jocular mode of converting the Mayor of 
Calais into a Miller, is altogether fo fuitable to the 
genius of the Teftator, as not, perhaps, to occur to the 
mind of any other perfon in the univerfe. There is an 
sir of lunacy pervades the whole of the will. 

K town, 
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town, and laftly the remainder to be em- 
ployed by Mr. Haller in brilliants for 
Mademoifelle Hougherot, none of the 
diamonds to be under the weight of one 
carat. I will that all the plate and other 
effects (the pictures excepted) which arc 
in the houfe at Paris be ibid by my exe- 
cutors the money arifing therefrom to be 
placed out in government or other good 
fecurities and the intereft thereof tb be 
paid to Mrs. Donifthorne wife of the 
aforementioned Reverend John Donift- 
horne during her life and after her 
death the capital to be divided among 
her children in fuch manner and at fuch 
times as fhe fhall direct by deed or 
teftament in default of which dilpofal 
en her part it fhall be divided among 
them in equal portions to be paid to 
them when they fhall have reflectively 
attained the twenty firft year of their 
age with the ufual power for their main- 
tenance and benefit of furvivorfhip if 
any of them die before attaining the age 
of twenty one years but if fhe leaves no 
j ifTue 
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iilue then to fuch perfons and in fuch 
manner as lhe mail direct in the faid 
deeds or teftament And I give leave 
and bequeath my hotel and the garden 
adjacent together with the {tables de- 
pendencies and appurtenances fituate at 
Calais in the faid kingdom of France 
to the government of the faid kingdom 
to be employed to make the refident of 
the commandant of the faid town of 
Calais for the time being to be delivered 
after the furniture and fixtures fhall be 
taken out together with the wines and 
liquors which are in the cellar * 
which are to be left for the ufe of the 
firft commandant who fhall refide there 
— I give and bequeath the pictures in 
the gallery of the faid hotel painted by 

• Tliis cellar is in ' excellent condition as to what it 
contains, for there are about forty thou/and bottles of 
different forts of wine in it. The prcfent commandant, 
having palled his grand clima£leric, is not qualified to 
enjoy the pleafures of the cellar, but, ihould it fall to 
the lot of a bun -vixumt, it would prove a moll ac- 
«eptablc bequcft. 
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Mignard to the Lord Mayor Aldermen 
and Commonalty of the City of London 
begging their acceptance thereof and 
that they would place them in the 
Egyptian hall of the Manfion houfe 
which the Lord Mayor of the faid City 
for the time being inhabits *. I give 
and bequeath the remainder of the 
pictures and the furniture of the faid 
hotel (the plate and houfehold linen 
excepted) unto the faid Sir George 
Shuckburg Sir Richard Heron and 
George Payne their executors adminis- 
trators and affigns to be fold by auction 
at the beginning of the month of May 
in the year next after my deceale, and 
to regulate the accounts of Mr. Speake 
aiy maitre d'hotel in that town under 

* There axtfixtttn of thefe pi&ures, and very valu- 
able they are ; but whether they may ever come into 
the pofleffion of the Corporation of London, is, at 
prefent, a little problematical. The relations of the 
Duchefs may think it quite as well to convert them 
into cam, as to have them ornament the Hall to which 
the Duchtfs, in a moment of folly, configned them. 

the 
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the infpedtion of Mr. John Williams 
my maitre d'hotel at the hotel of King- 
ston and pay him the balance if any 
be due to him alfo to pay to each of 
my Fnglifh domeftics who fhall be in 
my fervice at the hour of my deceafe. 
the fum of twenty pounds each to pay 
the expences of their paflage and journey 
And I order hereby that the reft of the 
monies arifing from the faid fale fhall 
be equally divided by the faid Sir George 
Shuckburgh Sir Richard Heron and 
George Payne their executors adminif- 
trators and afligns among the children of 
the filters of the late Sir John Chud- 
leigh with the ufual powers for their 
maintenance and benefit of furvivorfhip 
in cafe any of them fhould die before 
having received the legacies And I 
hereby order that the plate the filver 
urn excepted which fhall be in my faid 
hotel at the day of my deceafe fhall be 
fent to my houfe at Knightfbridge called 
Kingfton Houfe for the ufe and behoof 
of the faid A his executors ad- 
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miniitrators and afligns unto whom I hare 
leftthefaidhoufe And I give and bequeath 
all the houfehold linen to Madomoifelle 
Charles Meadows. 1 give and bequeath 
to Mr. Fry Dr. of Medicine at Rome 
who attended me during my abode in 
that City all my houfehold linen the 
furniture pictures plate linen china and 
all the other goods and effects what- 
foever belonging to me in the poffeffion 
and cuftody of the Abbefs of the Con- 
vent of* of the faid Doctor 
Fry and of Mr. Orlanderd Treafurer of 
the Jefuits her paying two hundred du- 
cats to the faid Mr. Orlanderd, or if he 
fhould be dead at the day of my de- 
ceafe to his widow if fhe is alive and I 
order that a catalogue be made of the 
printed mufic and books in the hands of 
. the faid perfons at Rome and that the 
faid printed mufic and the books together 
with a copy of the faid catalogue ihall 

• The property in the cuftody of this namelefs Ab- 
hefs, added to the other pofleflions at Rome, are eiH- 
inated at t-vjo ikou/and pounds value. 

be 
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be delivered to the Ruffian Minuter 
then at this place for the ufe of General 
Fofibikie at St. Peterfburgh if living, 
but if he is dead for the ufe of his fon 
— I give leave and bequeath my land 
called Chudleigh in the diftrift of Mot- 
lie in the Ruffian empire, together with 
the 'houfe in which I refide and all other 
houfes and buildings thereto belonging 
and all the forefts mines quarries de- 
pendencies and appurtenances and all 
the furniture plate houfehold linen china 
looking glaffes and other things in and 
about the faid houfe ftables gardens and 
outhoufes with the horfes peafants, an- 
nual and perpetual rents and other things 
belonging to the faid land unto his heirs 
and affigns for ever for which he (hall 
pay within twelve months after my de- 
ceafe the fum of thirty thou find roubles 
to Mr. Muers my apothecary living 
there in one of my houfes, and one 
Ifnth of the produce of all the mines 
whatfoever to fuch perfon or perfons in. 
favor of whom it lhall pleafe her Im- 
K 4 perjal 
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perial Majefty gracioufly to difppfe of 
the fame to be by them had and received 
for their own proper ufe and I order 
that my four mufical flaves* and their 
wives bought of Mr. Douglas at Revel 
fhall have their liberty fix years after my 
deceafe and that there fhall be paid to 
each of them thirty fix roubles per 
annum to be paid out of the faid land 
for the fervices they are to render to the 
perfon or perfons to whom my land is 
bequethed and unto their wives the fum 
of eighteen roubles per annum each. 

I give leave and bequeath in like 
manner the piece of land at Schuflel- 
bourg a gracious gift made to me by 
her Imperial Majefty theEmprefs of all 
the Ruffias fituate on the banks of the 

* Even in this manumiflion there is difcovered a 
latent principle of tyranny; for the flaves are to be 
liberated for fix yearly and be afterwards in bondage 
during the remainder of their lives. As was faid of 
Herod, that '* it were better to be his hogs, than his 
" children" fo would the condition of a coal-heaver 
have been preferable to that of her Grace of Kingfton's 
«' Mufical Performers." 

Neva 
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Neva and adjoining to the land of 

F Prince Potemkin unto 

and his heirs for ever And I give leave 
and bequeath all the land purchafed of 
General Ifmoiloff in the year 1785 
called Cafterbaback on the road of 
Czarfco Zcllo with the houfes gardens 

G and dependencies unto 

and his heirs for ever. And I give 
leave and bequeath my large houfe and 
other houfes gardens and land at St. 
Peter/burg bought of the laid General 

H Ifmoiloff,. unto and 

his heirs for ever i give to the Coun- 
tefs of Gramont my large black ena- 
melled ring fet round with brilliants and 
havine; a large oval brilliant in the mid- 
die and I give to the Countefs de Bofle 
my cornucopia fet with brilliants one 
pair of ear-rings of emeralds round pea* 
faihion, my large emerald ring fet 
round with brilliants and an emerald 
crofs and ribbon attached to it fet round 
with brilliants and likewife all my eme- 
ralds. I give and bequeath my two 
K 5 fine 
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fine mufic luftres at the houfe at St. 
Peterfburg where I refide my fine organ 
mounted with engraved glafs and pre- 
cious ftones fet in gold and, fillagree 
work with two tables of Oriental alabafter 
to the Prince of as a fmall 

teftimony of my remembrance and of 
his attention to me And I give and 
bequeath all my organs (except the 
above mentioned) and all my forte pi- 
anos and mufical inftruments of every 
kind all my mufic and the books of my 
library at St. Peterfburg together with 
all my globes telefcopes and all other 
optical inftruments and all my clothes 
in the faid houfe trimmed or lined with 
fur and all other furs made up or not 
made up in all the houfes whatfoever 
which I have in Ruffia unto 

And I give and be- 
queath-all my china and looking-glaftes 
whatfoever belonging to the faid houfes 
at St.-Peterfburg either ornamental or 
ufeful (the mirrors belonging to the 
houfes excepted) and all the houfehold 

linen 
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linen that fhall be found therein to the 
faid Charles Meadows and I give all the 
carpets of the faid houfe the coach- 
horfes the kitchen and furniture in and 
about the faid houfe at St. Peterfburg 
unto my executors as making part of 
my own proper eftate I give and be- 
queath likewife all the remainder of the 
furniture that fhall be found in the faid. 
houfe at St. Peterfburg unto the faid 
K 'unto whom I have given 

the faid houfe I give and bequeath as 
an act of juftice to the faid Charles. 
Meadows to be reputed an heir-loom of 
Thorefby the two pictures which are in 
the poffcflion of the Count de * 

through the rnifunderftood 
interpretation of a letter which he re- 
ceived and which he maintains to have 
been prefented to him viz. one of the 
faid pictures known and attefted by 
Carlo Marriot for an original of Raphael 
the Holy Family and the other a Claude 

» The Nobleman her; alluded to Is Count Cber- 
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Lorrain It is faid in the faid letter that 
thefe two pictures were much efteemed 
and admired by the late Duke of King- 
ston I fet a great value on them and 
I trufted them to his care, the ex- 
preffion in French was " Je vous le 
" ccnjie" (I truft them to you) this cir- 
cumstance can be attefted by Major 
Moreau at that time my fecretary who 
wrote that letter figned by me, they have 
been demanded and refufed feveral times 
and particularly once by my painter 
Mr. Le Sure who prefented the requeft 
in writing figned by me 

I give and bequeath to 
the model of a fleeping figure the ori- 
ginal whereof is now at Rome which 
was or is thought to have been ken at 
the laid Compte de having 

been brought from Thorefby in Not- 
tinghamlhire by Moiett my gar- 

dener, who fhipped it on board a fhip 
which brought him and the figure to St. 
Peterfburg where he himfelf delivered it 
and where he faw it often and for a Jong 

time 
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time in the court yard of the faid Count 
before the houfe and during many 
months in the faid Count's garden in a 
cafe without a cover, I have kept his 
atteftation thereof copy whereof I an- 
nexed to this prefent act I order my 
executors and truftees to offer all the 
pictures of my houfe at St. Peterfburg 
to her Imperial Majefty if fhe will ac- 
cept of them, and pay for them unto 
my laid executors the fum of one hun- 
dred thoufand roubles * and if her 
Majefty does not accept of them my 
executors fhall be bound to offer them 
to the King of Spain and in cafe he 
fhould not accept of them they fhall 
then caufe them to be fent to England 
to be publicly fold there. 

I direct and requeft the faid Sir 
George Shuckburgh Sir Richard Heron 
and George Payne to offer and lay at 
the feet of her Imperial Majefty my 
pair of pearl ear-rings with my aigrette 

* About tiviniy-fift thoufand peundi fterling. 

containing 
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containing five red pearls and one 
large red pearl fufpended from an Im- 
perial crown of brilliants only worthy 
to be offered as the rareft jewel in the 
known world and the acknowledgment 
of a heart full of gratitude for the par- 
ticular friendfhip with which her Impe- 
rial Majefty has always diftinguifhed me 

I give and bequeath to his Holinefs 
the Pope a miniature picture reprefent- 
ing the Holy Family by Raphael in a 
gold fnuff-box incrufted with pebbles 
found in Saxony as an acknowledge- 
ment of his gracious protection and of 
the honour and favour he was pleafed to 
(hew me by preferving a very confide- 
rable property confiding of plate jewel& 
and other things of value which were 
under his Hoiinefi's care during three 
years that my perfecution lafted which 
were well preferved and reftored to me 
undamaged and without expences 

I give and bequeath unto the Britiflv 
Mufeum in Montague Houfe Great 
Rufiel-ftreet Bloomfbury London my 

two 
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two large pearls fet round with brilliants 
which are fuppofed to weigh 47 grains 
more than thofe pledged by the Dutch 
in England in the reign of the Houfe 
of Stuart which were eftimated too high 
to be purchafed and alfo the fnuff-box 
which appears to be chryftal and which 
is only Scotch pebble fet round with 
diamonds and ferved as a cafe to a 
watch of Mary Queen of Scotland and 
was given by her to a friend on the 
fcaffold in her laft moments that it may 
remain among the curiofities in Eng- 
land. 

I give and bequeath to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Countefs of Salisbury my 
pair of ear rings of white pearls in the 
form of pears fet with brilliants which 
anciently belonged to the Countefs of 
Salifbury in the time of the reign of 
Edward who inftituted the Order of the 
Garter and purchafed by me of Mr. 
Matthew Lamb truflee of one of the 
Houfe of Salifbury. 



I give 
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I give and bequeath my large dia- 
mond ring confifting of one ftone 
weighing twenty-fcven grains to the 
Earl of Hill/borough Baron in England 
as a fmall teftimony of my acknow- 
ledgment for the conftant friendlhip 
which he fhewed me during the time" 
of my troubles and perfecutions. 

I give and bequeath my large dia- 
mond button which I wore in my hat 
and a diamond loop to be purchafed by 
my executors and worn therewith die 
diamonds to be of one carat each of 
the firft quality Englifh cut for his, 
Grace the Duke of Newcaftle. 

I give and bequeath the fellow but- 
ton to his Grace the Duke of Portland 
with a fimilar hoop to-be purchafed. 

I give and bequeath to the Right 
Honourable Lord Vifcount Barrington 
one thoufand pounds for a folitaire ring. 
I give and bequeath to the Right 
Honourable Admiral Barrington my 
frigate with all her fails apparel anchors, 
and other things thereto belonging to ; 

be 



-_ 



( 20 9 ) 

be delivered to him after making her 
voyage from Ruflia to tranfport to Eng- 
land fuch neceffary equipage and other 
things as my executors fhall want to 
tranfport there and in cafe the frigate 
fhall be by them demanded for that 
purpofe ; but this voyage fhall be made 
within fifteen months after my deceafe. 

I give and bequeath to the Honour- 
able Mr. Daines Barrington of the 
Inner Temple London my antique ca- 
meo ring with the head of Cicero and 
every thing that may be found in my 
cabinet of natural hiftory, and fundry 
loofe parcels found in the rivers in dif- 
ferent parts of the world and which are 
in a cryftal box to appearance but is a 
Scotch pebble let with diamonds*. 

I give and bequeath to the Right 
Revd. Shute Barrington Bifhop of Sa- 
lifbury * 

* As the blanks in this hocus focus medley, which 
Mr. Payne, one of the executors, has the kindnefs to 
call a will, is not filled up, the Bilhop of Salifbury 
mutl be content with the good wifhes of his departed 
friend. 

I give 
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I give and bequeath to the faid Sir 
George Shuckburgh Baronet my dia- 
mond fhoe buckles. 

I give and bequeath to Sir Richard 
Heron to be held and reputed as an 
heir-loom to him and his family my 
large pair of diamond tar-rings bril- 
liants confiding of a fingle ftonc each. 

I give and bequeath to my coufin 
Mr. Harry Oxendon who married Mils 
Peggy Chudleighthe youngeft daughter 
of my uncle Sir George Chudleigh 
Bart, of the county of Devon to be held 
and reputed as heir- looms my fet of 
brilliants and topazes confifting of a 
necklace one pair of ear-rings one ring 
one pair of fhoe buckles in yellow to- 
pazes all fet round with brilliants which 
(the fhoe buckles excepted) were given 
to me as a prefent by the Ekflrefs 
Dowager of Saxony and a large pearl 
in form of a pea fet round with bril- 
liants and alio a pair of fhape* embroi- 
dered in brilliants for women's fhoes 
and eight rare diamonds which ferved 

M 
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as trimming for a robe witli. the four 
foliages of brilliants dependent thereto 
to make a pair of buckles and I give 
him the fum of three hundred and 
twenty pounds to purchafe thirty-two 
brilliants to make the large fide of the 
buckles. 

I give and bequeath to Mr. Chichef- 
ter ion of my coufin Mr. John Chi- 
chefter and of Mary Chudleigh his 
wife and one of the daughters of Sir 
George Chudleigh to become and be 
reputed as heir-looms the twenty-three 
diamonds * 

I give and bequeath to my coufin 
Mr. Prideaux who married Mifs Mary 
Chudleigh daughter of Sir George 
Chudleigh my large diamond breaft 
knot which I ufually wore in my hat 

.* Among the number of diamonds which the Duch- 
efs bequeathed, it will be rather difficult for the exe- 
cutors to afTcrtain which were the twenty-three (lie in- 
tended for Jl/r. Cbichejier. Left to the choice of others, 
they may net be of thejlrjl tvater. 

which 
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which I defire may become and be re- 
puted as an heir-loom. I hereby order 
my executors to lay out two thoufand 
pounds in the purchafe of an annuity 
for Elizabeth Chudleigh filler of the 
late Sir John Chudleigh to be paid to 
her and I give her a legacy of three 
hundred pounds. 

I alfo give and bequeath to Mifs 
Diana Chudleigh one hundred pounds 
for a ring. 

I give and bequeath to Mrs. Strong 
my coufin who lives near Wrexham in 
the county of Wales the fum of five 
hundred pounds and all my rubies fet 
with brilliants eight brilliant robe but- 
tons my pearl necklace compofed of fix 
rows my fapphires and yellow brilliants 
confiding of one pair of ear-rings two 
faphires for buttons two fmall flowers in 
form of daifies a butterfly a faphire ring 
fet with brilliants and a faphire pear fet 
with brilliants to hang at the neck a 
folitaire ring yellow diamond a hoop 
ring all which diamonds and precious 

ftones 
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ftoncs I dcfire may be looked upon and 
reputed as heir-looms. 

I give and bequeath to my Coufm 
Mils Elizabeth Chudleigh third daugh- 
ter of George Chudleigh 
of the County of Devon the brilliant 
loops which I ufually wore to the fleeves 
of my gown and a knot of brilliants 
with which I generally tie my morning 
gown and my large brilliant ring dur- 
ing their life and after their death I give 
them to fome one of their fillers chil- 
dren to difpofe of them. 

I give and bequeath to my relation 
Mrs. Standard formerly Mifs Mafon 
the fum of five hundred pounds and 
alfo a large filver table engraved with 
the arms of Chudleigh a large filver 
coffee pot and a filver tea fervice in the 
form of an urn which is at Calais as 
heir looms. 

I give and bequeath to Mr. Jeffery 
Chalut de Verin Farmer General in 
France all my pictures which (hall be 
found in or about Paris and the fum of 

one 
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one thoufand Louis d'ors to purchafc a 
ring in my remembrance. 

I give and bequeath to Mrs. Payne 
wife of the aforementioned George 
Payne my gold watch and chain fet with 
finall brilliants and my large ufual ring 
which fhe will pleafe to wear for my 
fake and to be given after my deceafe 
to the eldeft daughter if fhe pleafes. 

I give and bequeath to the virtuous 
and honorable Mr. Komonfki of St. 
Peterfburg at the Chancery of Prince 
Potemkin in confederation of his re- 
fpectful attachment and of the care he 
took of me during my voyage from St. 
Petersburg to France when he was fent 
with me by her moft gracious Imperial 
Majefty the fum of fifty thoufand rou- 
bles which legacy I order to be paid to 
him the year after my deceafe. 

I give and bequeath to Mrs. Ann 
Hamilton- a rent of two hundred pounds 
per annum during her life to be paid 
out of my perfohal eftate, 

I give 



( « 5 ) 

I give and bequeath to my old and 
faithful fervant John Williams the fum 
of four thoufand pounds * and to his 
wife who has been with me a great 
number of years the fum of five hun- ' 

* To John Williams, the Duchefs has intentionally 
fhewn a grateful efteem for faithful though not the moft 
honourable fervitude. She, ftiles him her old and 
faithful fervant: he originally was one of her chair- 
men, when Mifs Chudleigh ; and, poflefTed of a head 
and heart equal to the fchemes of his intriguing mif- 
trefs, in a few years wriggled himfelfinto the offices 
ef butler and houfe-fteward. — Thefe fituations gave 
him fome power in her houfehold ; being poflefTed of 
ftrong natural abilities, snd without education, he was 
pretty well fteeled againft all virtuous principles.fwhen 
in oppofition to his Miftrefs's ambition ; in truth, me 
was well fecondedby fuch anagentin moll of her plans, 
however bafe and difhonourable ; nor could any per- 
fon of ability or merit in her houfehold retain her fa- 
vor longer than it met with his pleafure or humour.— 
Pretending to methodiftical principles, they ferved as 
a cloak for the meaneft deceptions — Domeftics of the 
revered and good old Duke, who had fpent their bed 
days in his fervice, foon experienced the confequence 
of his power ; and he had the honour to difcharge 
every one who was not fufficiently mean to be fubfer- 
vient to his views. 

dred 
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dred pounds and to their fon and daugh- 
ter the fum of three thoufand pounds 
each and I defire the faid Sir John 
Shuckburgh Sir Richard Heron and 
George Payne their Executors Admini- 
ftrators and Afllgns to employ the fum 
of one hundred thoufand livres in the 
purchafe of an annuity on the heads of 
Speake and his wife * now my domeftics 
in my houfe at Calais and on the head 
of the furvivors to be paid to the faid 
Speake and his wife during their lives 
by moieties the moiety payable to the 
wife fhall be for her feparate ufe and 
her receipt fhall be a fufficient difcharge 

* The purchaiing an annuity on the heads of Speake 
and his wife, without Chriftian names, is rather hu- 
morous — The hufband happens to be of a lower de- 
gree than her ordinary carpenter, alluded to in page 
134; true it is, he wears a head without genius or 
common fenfe — the head of his immaculate fpoufc, 
Sarah, poor woman, has often felt the weight of her 
Miftrefs's fifts ; a moil docile creature, fometimes in 
the character of houfe-keeper, cook, laundry maid or 
kitchen maid, as it fuited the humour of her dear 
Duchefs. — So much for the heads of domeftics. 

and 
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and after the death of either of them 
the remainder fliall be paid to the fur- 
vivor during life. I alfo defire the faid 
Sir George Schuckburgh Sir Richard 
Heron and George Payne their Execu- 
tors Adminiftrators and Affigns to em- 
ploy the like fum of one hundred thou- 
fand livres on government or good fecu- 
rities and to pay the intereft or dividend 
to Anthony Seymour my domeftic now 
living in my houfe at St. Peterfburg 
during his life and after his death to his 
wife during her life and after the de- 
ceafe of the furvivor to transfer the 
funds or fecurity in which this fum fliall 
be placed to their child my god-fon 
Evelyn Seymour when he fliall have at- 
tained the age of twenty one years. 
And the intereft on dividend fliall be 
applied in the mean time for his main- 
tenance and education but if the faid 
Evelyn Seymour fliould happen to die 
before the age of twenty one years then 
I give it to the next child of the faid 
Anthony Seymour and of his wife pay- 
L able 



( 218 ) 

rible in the fame manner as directed for 
Evelyn Seymour and fo on in fucceffion 
whilft there is a child of the faid An- 
thony Seymour and his wife. And I give 
to the faid Anthony Seymour or to his 
wife if he mail die before me to be 
paid in cafe they or the furvivor ihall 
render up my property of Saint Peterf- 
burgh unto my Executors and with their 
confent the fum of two hundred pounds 
and I order that their wages lhall con- 
tinue to be paid to them until they fhall 
be difcharged by my Excutors And I 
give to my fervant John Lilly five hun- 
dred pounds and 1 defire the faid Sir 
George Shuckburgh Sir Richard Heron 
and George Payne their Executors Ad- 
mini fixators and Afllgns to employ the 
fum of one hundred thoufand livres to 
purchafe an annuity on the heads of the 
faid John Lilly and his wife and on that 
of the iiirvivor and to pay it to the faid 
John Lilly during his life and after his 
death to his wife during her life. I 
order that this annuity be paid into the 

hands 
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hands of the faid John Lilly and his 
wife folely on their refpeftive receipts 
to ferve as a difcharge and if either of 
them mould fell or affign this annuity it 
fhall then ceafe and fhall be no longer 
payable to them but fhall then lapfe 
and become part of my perfonal eftate. 
I defire my faid Executors to advance 
the fum of fix hundred pounds to be 
employed in the purchafe of an an- 
nuity for the life of Alexander Berry 
my coachman and to pay it into his 
own hands during his life and his fim- 
ple receipt ihall be a difcharge, and if 
he fells or affigns it this annuity fhall 
ceafe and lapfe to become part of my 
pcriboa] eftate And I defire my faid 
Executors to purchafe an annuity of 
fifty pounds per annum with a part of 
my eftate during the life of Mr. Angel 
who lives with me as interpreter and to 
pay it him during his life. 

I give and bequeath to Mr. Camp- 
bell fon of Campbell 
Efq of Wales by his deceafed wife for- 
L. 2 merly 
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merly Mifs Meadows daughter of Philip 
Meadows E(q Deputy Ranger of Rich- 
mond Park in the County of Surry the 
fum of five thoufand pounds And I 
give and bequeath to Mrs. Egerton of 
Salisbury in the County of Wilts widow 
a rent of fifty pounds per annum and 
after her death this rent fhall be paid to 
her brother Lindfey, 

if living and I require and order 
my Executors to purchafe an annuity 
of fifty pounds per annum for the faid 
Mrs. Egerton and Mr. Lindfey if they 
fhall be living at the time of my deceafe 
and to pay it half yearly to them or 
him as above but if one of them only 
fhall be alive the fame annuity for the 
life of the party then living fhall be 
paid half yearly to him or her as the 
cafe may be And I hereby defire my 
Executors to call on Mr. Samuel Cox * 
jeweller of Shoe Lane London and re- 

• The fum which Mr. Cox owed the Duchefs, was 
tivo thoufand pounds. She aflifted him with the money 
in a manner that did her credit. 

quire 
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quire hirn to pay what he is indebted to 
me as fbon as his circumftances will 
permit without deranging himfelf leav- 
ing it to his known honor and consci- 
ence to pay it without being compelled 
by any fecurity which he may have 
given me and which may be found in 
my poffefllon at my deceafe, and in cafe 
the faid Charles Cox mould die before 
he has paid it I make no doubt but his 
fen or his reprefentative will honor the 
faid debc and when it ihall be paid I 
order that it mall be divided in equal 
fhares among the children of the faid 
Mrs. Strong. With refpedt to all the 
refidue of my eftate after payment of 
my debts funeral expences and legacies 
and all charges and expences for the ex- 
ecution of my true will I order the faid 
Sir George Schuckburgh Sir Richard 
Heron and George Payne their Execu- 
tors Adminiftrators and Affigns to apply 
this capital and employ it on good fe- 
curity and to employ the interefts or di- 
vidends thereof if they amount to a 
L, j • fufficient 
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fufficient fum on government or good 
fecurity in fuch manner that it be for 
the life of the laid Mr. Charles Mea- 
dows and General Meadows and at the 
deceafe of one of them one half of the 
interefts fhall be employed for the wi- 
dow of the firft dying during her life, 
and at the deceafe of the other the 
other half fliall be for the widow of the 
furvivor of the laid Charles Meadows 
and General Meadows and after the de- 
ceafe of one of the faid two widows — 
One half of the principal fhall be paid 
transferred and afiigned over to the faid 
Mr. Campbell fon of the faid Mr. 
Campbell and of his wife formerly Mifs 
Meadows and after the deceafe of the 
other widow the principal of the other 
half fliall be transferred and afiigned 
over to the faid Mr. Campbell. 

And I hereby revoke all wills by me 
heretofore made and I conftitute the 
faid Sir George Shuckburgh, Sir Rich- 
ard Heron and George Payne my tefla- 
mentary Agents and Executors and give 

to 
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»>' each of them one thoufand pounds 
for the trouble they may have. And I 
order that in cafe the faid George Payne 
fhould go from France to Ruflla to take 
the poffeflion and direction of my eftate 
that over and above all the charges and 
fxpences he may be put to and over 
and above the faid legacy of one thou- 
fand pounds he (hall be paid or fhall 
retain the fum of. two thoufand pounds 
for his trouble in making that voyage — 
In Witnefs whereof I have figned my 
name on the firft. fifteen Iheets of paper 
of the fixteen iheets of which this tefta- 
ment of my will is compofed and on 
■ the fixteenth meet I have figned my 
name and affixed my feal of arms this 
■16m day of O&ober in the year of our 
Lord 1706. 

(Signed) E. Kingfton Warth. 

Signed fealcd publifhed and de- (L.S.) 

clared by the faid Elizabeth 

Duchefs of Kingfton Countefs of 

Warth the teftatrix in the pre- 

fence of us whofe names are 

L 4 hereunder 
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hereunder written and who have 
all figned our names in witnels 
thereof in her prei'ence and in 
the prefence of each other. 

Signed John Gregfon, watchmaker to the 
King at Paris. 
Verbecq jeweller rue St. Honore at 

Paris. 
Arthaud fecretary to the Duchefs of 
Kingfton. 

3d 

Piece CODICIL which I defire may be 
annexed and looked upon and con- 
fidered as making part of my laft will 
and teftament and which I make in 
manner following viz. on a flip of 
paper annexed with a pin— I give to 
my Maitre d'Hotel Mr. John Pickin 
the fum of five hundred pounds. 

E. KINGSTON WARTH. 



4th 
Piece A 



B 

C. Chudleigh Haynes fon of the 
Reverend Mr. Haynes Curate of St. 

Mary's 
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Mary's Church in the faid town of 

Nottingham. 

D Strong eldeft fon of the 

Reverend Mr. Strong and of his 

wife Ann lifter of the late John 

Chudleigh of Chalmington in the 

county of Dorfet» 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

K Evelyn Philip Meadows. 
The enamel crofs with its fixing. 

Not to forget to fend to Chud- 
leigh at Petersburg the cafe of 
China. 

On the back is written 

Alphabetical Table containing the 
Letters and the Names to which they 
refer. 

When her Grace (her Highnefs) 
wilhes to fill up the blanks conform- 
able to the letters, fhe will then 
L. 5 pleafe 
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4 pleafe to write the names againlt the 
letters which will afterwards ferve 
her to find thofe fhe wifhes to put 
in the faid blanks. 

£th Piece MODEL of CODICIL. 

I defire that a codicil may be an- 
nexed and taken and regarded and 
making part of my laft will and 
teftament, and I make it in manner 
following, viz. 

I give to John Barnard of Pall 
Mall London Elcr. my diamond 
ring which I had given by my will 
to Mr. Alexander Rofs, who is fince 
dead. 

E. KINGSTON WARTH, 
this ift January, 1787. 

I give to Mrs. La- Touche of 
Paris the pearl ear-rings and neck- 
lace which I ulually wear. 

E. KINGSTON WARTH 

the 10th May 1787. 

I give 



/ 
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I give to Mrs. Johnfon of Chud- 
Ieigh in the county of Devon one- 
thoufand pounds. 

E. KINGSTON WARTH 

the ailVAuguft 1787. 

I defire to be buried in the follow- 
ing manner, viz. to be embalmed, 
and if I die in Rufiia, I moft humbly 
befeech her Imperial Majefty to per- 
mit that I may be privately buried irk 
fuch place and in fuch manner as it 
mail pleafe her Majefty to order, 
wiftiing and defiring that it may be 
in die fame province where me her- 
felf may will my body to repofe,. 
when my heart has been with her this, 
long time, but if I ihould die near 
England I defire that my. body be 
tranfported without pomp and buriedi 
in the Church of Chudleigh,. where: 
I will that a handfome monument be 
made and erefted, for which purpofe 
I order my teftamenrary executors to. 
lay out the fum of five hundred 
pounds. 

L 6 If 
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If the plate and the other effe£b 
given to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mea- 
dows as heirs (hall appear and be de- 
livered entirely I defire Mr. Meadows 
to pay 100I. to Mr. Superieur, her 
Grace (her Highnefs) has a legacy to 
infert for Mr. Pickin. 

ATTESTATION to add to the 
Codicil in cafe there fhould be a gift 
©f land. 

This Codicil was figned publilhed 
and declared by the teftatrix her 
Grace (her Highnefs) the Duchefs- 
of Kingfton in prefence of us who in 
her prefence and in the prefence of 
each other have figned our names as 
witneffes attefting the fame. 

CLAUSE of REVOCATION 

A and B having behaved efientially 
ill to me, I revoke the legacies which 
I gave them by my will and I give 
and transfer thofe legacies (or fuch as 
your Grace (your Highnefs) pleafes 
to grant to C and D. 

On 



- 

Uii.il ii ii - ■ ' ii 



( 229 ) 

On the back is written' 

MODEL of CODICIL. 

N. B. The whole of the gifts by 
codicil ought to be written in her 
Grace's (her Highnefs's) own hand 
and not by any other perfon and like- 
wife the orders, fuch as thofe of her 
funeral, if it fhall be her Grace's in- 
tention that they be inferted in the 
codicil, they ought to be fo done with 
her own hand. 

If her Grace (her Highnefs) fhall 
make a fpecific legacy, as of a ring, 
breaft-knot or any other of her per- 
fonal efFedte, or of a fum of money, 
if it be written, with her own hand 
there is no need of witnefles, if any 
other perfon writes the legacy her 
Grace will fign it and there muft be 
two witnefles. 

If fhe gives any land there muft be 

three witnefles, and the atteftation 

muft be couched in the terms of the 

above model. 

6th 



v; 
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6th 

Piece. Letter to Mr. John Chichefter 

S I R 

IT is now feveral years fmce I had 
the honor to fee you at the time of 
your voyage to Italy I. was in hopes 
of having that pleafure again as be- 
ing fo near when you was at Calais 
Let me. have the pleafure of feeing 
you at Calais if your affairs will per- 
mit or at Paris where I now am — 
Mr. Weriam whom I have feen at 
Paris has given -me the aioft agree- 
able news of your health. Is your 
fon' alive ? and in what part of the 
world? I mould feel a great.pleafure 
in meeting with him to fhew all the 
regard due to him as your fon. If 
you determine to do me the honour to 
come and fee me at Calais, 'tis a long 
way by land and ihort byfea by mak- 
ing the Streights; if you. make the 
journey by land, I wifh you would 
fend for our coufins. the fillers of the 

late. 
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late John Chudleigh to Charmington 
near Dorcheftcr and fpeak to them 
there are two of them who live in 
that county in a fmall retreat, the fe- 
cond has inherited a legacy of co,oool. 
left her by a relation fhe lives in tran- 
quillity in that ancient family feat, 
where fhe takes a pleaiure in educat- 
ing the children of her deceafed filler 
who married Haynes a clergyman to 
whom I have given benefices amount- 
ing to 6 or 700 1. per annum, and 
who has fince been married to a Mifs 
Tempeft who has had a brother dead 
lately — This event has caufed a large 
inheritance to fall to the children of 
the fecond marriage; added' 1 to the 
defire of feeing you is that of 'fpeak- 
ing with vou on' family affairs as like- 
wife with Mr. Pi ideaux, whom I 
don't know where to leek for. ' 

Sketch of the letter to the Pone * 

*A molt curious'interlineation in a will ! It is a pity, 
that her Grace (ker Higbnefs) had not filled up this 
1( S.ietcb of a later to bisHoUvefs." 

Copy 
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Copy of the Translations made by 
Hainj Translator and Interpreter ia 
execution of an ordinance of the 
a 6 th Auguft laft, by us collated on 
requeft as fet forth in our ordinance 
of the 5th Sept. inft. and found con- 
formable to the originals of the laid 
tranflations at Paris in our Hotel this 
9th September 1788.. 

(Signed) 
ANGRAND with PARAPHE. 



The originals of the laid teftament co- 
dicils and their covers in the Englifh* 
language after having been unfealed by 
Mock Denis Far aneois Angrand D'Al- 
leray Knight Count de Maillis Lord of 
Bazoches Conde St. Libiere and other 
places Lord Patron of Vangizard les 
Paris King's Counfellors in his Councils 
Honorary in his Court of Parliament 
ancient Attorney General of his Ma- 
jelly in his great Council Lieutenant 

Civil 
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Civil of the City Vifcountry and Pro- 
voftfhip of Paris and Counfcllor of 
State in his Hotel, and a copy of the 
tranflation which was made thereof by 
the faid Mr. Hainj King's Interpreter 
in the Hotel and by virtue of the ordi- 
nance of the faid Lieutenant Civil the 
whole compofing feven pieces with the 
tranflation of the Englifli papers were 
committed by the faid Lieutenant Civil 
to the faid Mr. Rouen one of the 
King's Counfellors Notary at the Cha- 
talet of Paris here underfigned accord- 
ing to the verbal procefs of the opening 
tranflation and commiflion of the faid 
teftament codicils the letters bearing 
date the commencement of the 26th of 
Auguft 1788 the day of the death of 
the Duchefs of Kingfton and clofed the 
9th of this prefent month of September 
—The faid teftament codicils and letters 
comptrolled and examined at Paris by 
Lezan this 13th of the did month of 
September of the laid year 1788 all re- 
maining. 
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maining in the poffeffion of the fiid 
Mr. Rouen, Notary. 

Sixteen words erafed as null. 

(L.S.) ROUEN. 

Sealed the day and 
year aforefaid 

Paulimuie.. 

EXPLANATION of the WILL. 

THAT fo incongruous a piece as the one 
now offered to the public, fhould ever have 
been executed in the prefent form, muft 
appear matter of aftofrilhmeftt to every 
reader who confukreth, that in France, as 
in England, there is an eftablifhed ufage, 
the conformity to which, can alcne give 
validity to a teftament. The furprife will 
ceafe, on an explanation of the fa6ts. 

Two. profeffional Engliln gentlemen were 
fpeciaiiy commiflioned to repair to Paris, 
for the purpofe of taking the inftruttiens of 
the Ducheik of Kingfton, relative to the 

tef- 
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teftamentary difpofal of her property. The 
compliment allowed them- was two hundred 
pounds each. On their arrival at Paris, 
that which might have been done in one' 
month, was prolonged to three, the bufinefs 
being occafionally, and by ftarts, entered 
into. As far as an Englifh will would 
operate, the gentlemen were perfectly com- 
petent to the talk affigned them ; but, there 
was French ufage to be confidered ; for, 
the Duchefs had been denizened as a 
French woman, by letters patent fo recog- 
nizing her. Some affiftance was therefore 
called in, and that not of the ableft kind. 
Such, however, as it was, the Duchefs ac- 
cepted it j and, the different directions given 
her Grace, as to the mode of her devifing 
perfonal, or landed property, were laid 
down by the French advifcrs. That they 
were ignoble characters, is mod evident, 
from the fulfome ftrain of compliment to 
which they have defcended. To give a 
kdy, who was merely a Duchefs by curtefy, 
the title of" Highness," evinced a degrada-' 
tion of fpirit, equal to any fubfervient 

crouching. 
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crouching. The Englifh affiftants fupplied, 
as before fuggefted, the outline of a will, 
conformable to Englifh law. The blanks 
were left to be filled up, by the Duchefs, 
at a future period ; and the feveral initials 
were fo many helps to her memory. The 
concluding parts of this will, as it hath 
been called, are memorandums of fome- 
thing to be done, preparatory to the execu- 
tion of a will in every refpect legal j and, 
that fuch a will was in contemplation, is 
evident, from Mr. Beardfworth having 
been employed to attend the return of the 
Duchefs to Calais, where fhe was to have 
executed a regular teftament. He did at- 
tend, in expectation of her arrival, until he 
received the advice of her death. Had fhe 
lived, a French, a Ruffian, and an En- 
glifh will, would have been completed. 
Dying as fhe did, an Anglo-Franco tefta- 
ment appears, like a common place book,, 
or the repofuory of reveries, to difplay her 
whimficality to the world, under her proper 
fignaturc 

Additions 
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ADDITIONS 

BY ANOTHER HAND, 

Communicated to the Publifber fince this 
Edition wasjent to Prefs. 

Some months previous to her trial, the 
Duchefs had feledted a very fine library of 
law books for the convenience of her learned 
advocates, when they met at Kingfton 
Houle on confultations, which often oc- 
curred j and it hapening at two or three of 
thofe meetings, that much time was loft in 
fearching for books, to find out reports and 
cafes, it was fuggefted by one of her council, 
to have a confidential perfon retained in 
her houfe for that bufinefs ; the £>uchefs 
approved the hint, and wifhed the gentle- 
man to recommend one in two or three days: 
he found a fit perfon, whom he had known 
fome years j he was introduced to the 
Duchefs, and engaged, on condition of di- 
verting himfelf of all other concerns, and 

fixing 
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fixing his conftant refidence at Kingfton. 
Houfe ; this he agreed to, and his ftipend 
being fettled, he received an afTurance from 
her Grace that the engagement wis not to 
be looked on as a full compenfution, faying, 
" I fhall give you great trouble, Sir, and 
" if I experience your attachment to me 
** under this horrid perfecution, be the 
" event as it may, you will never have to 
" feek a friend, for God knows I have a 
" grateful heart." Tears at the fame time 
flowing with freedom, had the defired eftedt 
on the feelings of an entire ftranger ; the 
fpeil fixed him, and Kingfton Houfe was 
an enchanted caftle, where he conftantly 
reflded during the whole of that myfterious 
bufinefs ; a laborious and difficult employ- 
ment he experienced, which he executed with 
cheerfulnefs and fincerity. . 

The trial concluded, he received her 
thanks for his aifiduity and attention, with 
a promife of future patronage fo foon a* 
her affairs were properly arranged, and her 
mind at eafe, and was defired by.no means 
to leave Kingfton Houfe. By the Duchefs's 

hafty 
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hafty departure, and by whifpers, under- 
Handing flie never intended to return, he 
wiflied for a fettlement : he accordingly 
applied to her folicitor, Mr. Field, for that 
purpofe ; and being informed that her Grace 
defired his attendance at Calais, he imme- 
diately obeyed the fummons, fet off, and 
on his arrival there, her Grace received him 
with the greateft civility, under the pretext 
of forming fome plan for his future good 
fortune ; but as the Devil would have it, 
her fituation was fucli, that till matters 
were blown over, fhe could not open a 
correfpondence to requeft any favor of her 
numerous ' and noble friends j me at the 
fame time mentioned her intention to make 
an excurfion through Germany to Italy ; 
and having experienced his diligent atten- 
tion under her proiecution, fhe had a wifh 
to retain him about her perfon, and take 
him with her as Englilh fecretary, and on 
her return fhe would be in a better fituation , 
to fblicit the intereft of her friends in his 
favor; until this v/as completed, lb long as 
fhe retained her efiiates he fliould experience 

her 
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her protection. Such a frefli aflbrtment of 
flattery, it may be eafily conceived, was in- 
ducement fufficient to engage his compliance; 
he acquiefced, and foon after proceeded 
with her on the journey : in a few days he 
experienced in her a difpofition of temper 
the moft turbulent j her mind unbent, fhe 
now appeared without deception, defend- 
ing to adls of the greateft meannefs whenever 
opportunities prefented to indulge that pro- 
penfity. However awkward he now found 
his fituation, he had proceeded too far to 
retreat j he had fellow fufferers, and mu- 
tual condolence was the only comfort they 
experienced. She now aflumed an invete- 
rate difpofition to infult her attendants on 
account of their being Englifh, forgetting 
her refources were the produce of England : 
if a packet of letters arrived, they under- 
went the ceremony of a temporary quaran- 
tine, after being fumigated j this ridiculous 
ceremony ended, they were permitted to be 
opened. Her conduct in this journey ex- 
cited the refentment of foreigners, where- 
cver fhe went, particularly in Germany, 

meeting 
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meeting with public infults. In thofe in- 
ftances fhe appeared in her proper element, 
defpifing every idea of fhame, glorying to 
combat difficulties created moft wantonly by 
herfelf, which fhe determined to furmount 
at the hazard of fame or pecuniary lofs j 
and what is moft remarkable, by fuch con- 
duel fhe could rarely return by the road fhe 
went, by which means fhe encountered the 
greateft dangers and difficulties. Having 
had her full fcope on this excurfion, after a 
long abfence, fhe returned to Paris, ftaid 
there fome time, and thence went to Calais, 
the only fpot in which fhe appeared to be 
happy, where fhe was fuperior to every one 
as to title and fortune, and might truly be 
ftiled their fovereign ; and what agreed with 
her avaritious difpofkion, a little money 
would do great things. The Commandant 
poffefTed but a trifling inheritance, which, 
with an official income as trivial, were to- 
gether inefficient to fupport the ideas of 
French dignity : fhe knew this, and made 
him a ufeful minion j he experienced her 
bounty, for which he granted her every 
M pri- 
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privilege fhe wifhed : the harbour, and 
land port gates were opened at her requeft, 
a privilege with which no other perfon, 
whatever.their rank, could be indulged, ex- 
cept a royal meflenger. If an Engliihman 
was obnoxious to her, upon her ftating to this 
camblet-coated Commandant, that he was 
noticing her conduct, he was ordered to de- 
part, on pain of being compelled to quit 
the town ; an inftance of this nature hap- 
pened to a gentleman of character and 
fortune, now in England ; others of lefa 
confequence were honored with a file of 
mufqueteers, and forced on board the firfi: 
fliip bound to Dover. Among others, an 
unfortunate fon of a late celebrated Enarlifli 
poet, happening to be in Calais when a pa- 
ragraph difagreeable to her mightinefs, ap- 
peared in an Englilh newfpaper, zealous to 
eftablifh her tyranny, fhe reports to her 
tool, the Commandant, this man to be the 
author ; the confequence was, a file of 
mufqueteers, headed by a town-major, 
were fent in quefl of him : he was foon 
found, and immediately hurried to gaol, 

and 
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•and there confined a clpfe prifoner, wl- sre 
he mud have perifhed, but for the inter- 
poficion of his countrymen, who applied to 
the Commandant for leave to fend him pro- 
vifion j this was granted, with a reftriction, 
that only one perfon who was nominated 
fhould perform this humane office ; but 
whether his vifits were too frequent, or 
from fome fecret machination of the mighty 
Duchefs, this perfon was, by the Comman- 
dant's order, taken from his bed by mili- 
tary force at four in the morning, and hur- 
ried on board a vefTel, which conveyed him 
to England. As the day advanced, this 
tranfac~Kon reached the ears of an Englifh 
gendeman, then on his travels, who being 
on particular terms of friendfhip with the 
late Duke Fitz-James, then with his regi- 
ment at Guines, a few miles from Calais, 
fent to his Grace an account of this nefa- 
rious bufinefs; the Duke's remonftrances 
induced the Commandant to recal from 
banifliment the object of difpleafure, and to 
liberate the fon of our poet ; yet he was 
permitted no longer to continue at Calais, 

M 2 as 
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as a body of foldiers efcorted him on board 
a veffel bound for England, in company 
•with a fervant of the Duchefs, who had in- 
curred the difpleafure of his miftrefs and 
the Commandant, on the fcore of ine- 
briety in their prefence, on her natal anni- 
verfary, and for which offence he had been 
previoufly imprifoned four days. 

Her Englifh fecretary had been a wit- 
nefs to fo many bale tranfaftions, both 
abroad and at home, that he was now fully 
convinced of her inherent turpitude : he 
had received fome indecent infults, parti- 
cularly when the Commandant* or her 
French friends were prefent : he reafonably 
became doubtful of her former proteltations 
in his favor, and embraced an opportunity 
of applying for pecuniary aid, by way of 
prelude to a fettlement of his account, ad- 
ding his wifh to make his family in England 
a remittance, who by letter, which he pro- 
duced, were not in pleafant circumftances. 
Her anfwer was, " I will confider of it, my 
" finances are at prefent fcanty." He 
thought it prudent to decline preffing it till 

he 
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he faw* a more favourable opportunity, 
well knowing the miferly difpofition he had 
to deal with. By the afliftance of a friend 
he was enabled to make a remittance to his 
family, which circumftance he was foon 
after obliged to communicate to the Duchefs, 
when her wonted diabolical difpofition burft 
forth, by declaring her utmoft vengeance 
againft his friend, who fortunately happened 
to be above her reach ; her machination 
againft him failed ■, me then paid the money. 
Her fecretary's fituation was now alarming j. 
he iblicited a fettlement of his accounts, 
without effe&j expoftulations and inter- 
pofition of friends were fruitlefs-j fhe was 
defired to declare in what inftance he had 
incurred her difpleafure. Here juftice is 
due to her memory, her anfwer was, " I 
" have experienced the utmoft fidelity ; he 
" is a perfectly honeft man." This an- 
fwer was fo aftonifhing to his friend, that 
it was thought advifable to wait a little lon- 
ger her ultimate determination. A fortnight 
elapfed in filence ; a fettlement was aerial j 
flie had by ftratagem obtained pofleffion of 
M 3 his 



( 246 ) 
his vouchers j it was judged proper ro ftatc 
his accounts in the bell manner j this done, 
a copy was delivered to her. One meeting 
appointed, a fecond, third, and fourth fol- 
lowed, and at laft the following m'oft fhame- 
ful anivver was lent ; " I will have nothing 
" to do with his accounts; he has been an 
" expenfive burthen to me, and muft think 
" himfelf highly recommenced by travel- 
" ling with me." No time was now to be 
loft j he was advifed to commence a pro- 
fecution ; a letter to this purport was fent. 
At this juncture a rupture between England 
and France unfortunately took place. The 
French ambaffador arrived from England, 
and Lord Stormont returning from Paris, 
fhewed that her procraftination had been dic- 
tated by fubtilty, and that fhe had played 
a deep game with her fecretary. He was 
now without protection at Calais, and not 
entitled to proceed by law againft a French 
fubject. She was then naturalized, and, by 
contrivance with her infamous Commandant, 
fhe caufed her faithful fecretary to be ferved 
by the Town Major with a mandate, 

whereby 
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whereby he was commanded to return to 
England " Par ordre du Gouvernment." 
This order was figned "porquet," theCom- 
miflary of Marine, another of her minions. 
The words, By order of Government, were 
too alarming to be difobeyed in an arbi- 
trary kingdom. He was now pronounced 
a perfon dangerous to the country ; he was 
infulted with the threats of a prifon, and 
had no alternative but to feek an afylum in 
his native country, where he returned com- 
pletely ruined, with the additional mor- 
tification of meeting a diftrefied family to 
lhare in his misfortunes,- nor could he ever 
after meet with redrefs, her managers in 
England being too far initiated in the fordid 
views of their infamous miftrefs.- 

Previous to the trial the. Duchefs had 
prepared a defence of her own compofing, 
which her council requefted to perufe and 
fettle ; this ihe refufed ; they perfifted in 
their requeft; her obftinacy very nearly 
forfeited their fupportj their intention of 
declining afliftance was held out, and a few 
days before the trial (he reluctantly com- 
M 4 plied j, 



( 2 4 8 ) 

plied -, a confutation was held; her com - 
pofition was rejected nearly in toto. A 
new one formed and prefented, me artfully 
gave it her beft commendations : this end 
accomplifhed, copies were ordered to be 
tranfcribed, for the purpofe of finifhing 
which, a number of clerks were engaged 
all night at Kingfton Houfe, who were dis- 
charged early in the morning. The noiie 
of their going down the ftair cafe alarmed 
Sir F. Molineux, Black-rod, who flept 
in an adjoining chamber, it having been 
deemed neceffary by the Houfe of Lords, 
to have her in fafe cuftody. The noife had 
difturbed his reft : under an apprehenfion 
that her Grace had effected an efcape, he 
jumped out of bed, took the black rod 
with him, and coming on the flair-cafe, 
roared out, " Where is the Duchefs?" A 
houfe-maid, not knowing who he was, ran 
from him affrighted, and meeting the perfon 
who was returned from letting the men out, 
told him that there was a tall man, a ftian- 
ger, on the ftair-cafe in his fhirt with a bag 
black thing in his hand, calling for the Duchefs 

like 
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like a madman ; and entreated him for God's 
fake to run up to him ; he did fo, and met 
the baronet habited as defcribed. His- 
fears were foon difpelled; on being told 
what occafioned the noife, he was fatisfied,, 
and returned immediately to bed. 

The copies were collected and given to 
the Duchefs : fhe prefented one to each of 
her counfel ; the accomplifhment of this- 
bufinefs gave fatisfaction . to her friends. 
T.he trial commenced;, and when called- 
upon for her defence, me proceeded to- 
read it with the fluency of the moft ex- 
perienced orator ; her law friends were - 
ftruck with amazement; in this fituation, , 
they were obliged to be the filent auditors , 
of her fraud upon them ; for fo prone fhe 
was to impofition,. however dangerous,, 
that, contrary to all advice, fhe- proceeded 
on the original defence of her own compofi- 
tion, having fupprefled the one which her 
lawyers had drawn, and which had been 
approved of on consultation. 

The Chancellor's order for the fafe : 
and clofe cuftody of her perfon had an 
M-5 appearance 
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appearance of feverity ; fhe was on heavy 
bail, for which reafon fhe would not obey 
the order, unlefs they chofe to render her 
perfon— Sir Francis had ferved the order, 
and demanded the cuftody of her perfon, to 
be carried to a place fixed on ; this con- 
dition fhe refolutely fpurned, treated his 
commiffion with defiance and fcorn, and 
infilled that Kingfton Houfe fhould be her 
refidence : " Here," laid fhe, " I will re- 
" main, with permiffion of my bail." — Sir 
Francis, well knowing her difpofition, de- 
clined perfifting, took leave and retired. — 
In the evening a number of men well armed, 
confifting of meffengers, door-keepers, and 
others his own domeftics, arrived at King- 
fton houfe as a guard, where they remained 
day and night till the trial was finifhed. 

The Chancellor's feverity was attributed 
to a tranfaftion that had happened between 
his lordfhip and a Mrs. Gilbert, as follows: 
—A piece of crown land, at Hyde park- 
corner, had attracted his Lordfhip's notice, 
in order to build thereon. — To obtain a 
grant thereof in his own name, he chofe to 

avoid. 
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avoid, left it might create animadverfionsj 
and habits of particular friendfhip with Mrs. 

G exifting, he propofed to prefent a 

memorial in her name, which his Lordlhip- 
would iupport. The memorial was pre- 
fented ; and receiving his Lordfhip's coun- 
tenance, met with no oppofition. The 
grant obtained was delivered to the lady,, 
whole friendfhip his Lordlhip relying on, 
the neceffity of an aflignment thereof es- 
caped his attention j he began and conti- 
nued building. This lady being very in- 
timate with the Duchefs, to whom the fe- 
cret was divulged, her Grace congratulated 
her -, " Keep in with him," faid fhe, " let 
" him complete it, and then you may take 
" polTeffion ; it will be your own ; it is his 
" hobby j he will bleed freely."— The lady 
enjoyed the hint, and when the houfe was 
finifhed, took polTeffion of it, to his Lord- 
(hip's great furprife :— he avoided to demur ; 
a few thoufands purchafed the grant, and 
polTeffion was given in form.— His Lord- 
lhip was in years -, the lady eafily yielded to 
a the 
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the final lofs of an old acquaintance.———- 
The fecret in poffeffion of two fuch notable- 
ladies foon got to his Lordfhip's knowledge, 
for which tranfaclion it is inferred he en- 
tertained but little feelings for the Duchefs'i' 
djfagreeable fituation. 
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